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many features and many articles on mat-
ters that are worth publicising, and while
we do get some publicity I hope that we
will receive considerably more nest ses-
sion.

I wish all members and staff a very
merry Christmas. May you all be blessed
with good health in the New Year, and
may good luck go with you.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE;
SPECIAL

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban
-Minister for Mines) [3.28 anm.]: I
move-

That the House at its rising ad-
journ to a date to be fixed by the
President.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 3.29 a.m. (Saturday)

Iurgislatiuri Arnimtxhj
Friday, the 6th December, 1963
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The SPEAKER (Mr, Hearman) took the
Chair at 11 am., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
B.H.P., KWINANA

Rail Freight Concession to Eastern
States

1.Mr. D. 0. MAY asked the Minister
for Railwatys:
(1) Since the commencement of

operations by E.H.P. at Kwinana,
has any representation been made
by the firm for freight conces-
sions (rail) between Kwinana and
the Eastern States?

(2) If so, will he give details of the
rates quoted and the applicable
dates in regard to all commodities
produced at Kwinana?

(3) Were each of the other States
agreeable to the granting of
special rates? If not, which States
opposed granting special rates?

(4) What would be the normal freight
rates for similar commodities on
each system?

(5) Have any goods been despatched
to the Eastern States from
Kwinana at a special reduced
rate? If so, what tonnages were
involved?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) to (5) No traffic has been carried

at concession rates for this com-
pany from Kwinana to the East-
ern States.
There have been discussions, and
quotes given by the railways in an
effort to take advantage of back-
loading space available, to enable
West Australian products to be
sent to the Eastern States. These
rates have been agreed to by all
States involved.
Such action is in accordance with
the commissioner's powers under
the Railways Act.
It is considered that the com-
missioner, in accordance with good
commercial and ethical practices,
has a responsibility to keep this
information confidential. Also it
could be of value to competitive
transport systems.
If, however, the honourable mem-
ber desires the details for his pri-
vate information he may examine
the figures at the commissioners,
office.

ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION
IMPOrtation of Semen from Eastern

States
2. Mr. RUNCIMAN asked the Minister

for Agriculture:
(1) Can semen fromn approved artifi-

cial breeding centres in the East-
ern States and New Zealand be
imported into Western Australia?,
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(2) If so, can the semen be stored at
the Wokalup Research Station?

Services of Government Inseminators

(3) Would the services of the Govern-
ment insemninators be available
to dairy farmers importing the
semen?

(4) If the answer to any of these
questions is "No," will he say
why?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The Artificial Breeding Policy

Committee considered that it was
not appropriate to provide this
facility at this stage.

(3) Answered by No. (2).
(4) The organisation of the service is

based on the present method of
obtaining semen at Wokalup.
Expansion to cater for introduced
semen would impair efficiency and
would be costly.

NATIVES
Education in Use of Liquor

3. Mr. RUNCIMAN asked the Minister
for Native Welfare:
(1) What plans are envisaged to edu-

cate and assist natives who have
now been granted the same rights
as the whole population in the
drinking of alcoholic liquor?

Employment Assistance to Teenagers
(2) Has the department any plans to

assist teenage natives to obtain
employment either locally or In
thii city?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) The plans to educate and assist

natives in their newly acquired
rights and responsibilities in rela-
tion to the drinking of alcoholic
liquor will be formulated at a
conference of senior officers of the
department to be held early in the
new year and Put into operation
shortly after the conference.
These plans will include measures
followed in New South Wales.

(2) Yes. In the city the central divi-
sion field staff handles this im-
portant aspect of native welfare.
The district officer handles em-
ployment for the boys, and one of
three women welfare officers
specialises in employment fbr girls.
In the country similar field staff
in each of the five divisions
handles employment for teenage
natives according to their qualifi-
cations.

BANKSIADALE SCHOOL
Future Plans

4A. Mr. EtINCIMAN asked the Minister
for Education:

What plans has his department
for the future of the Banksladale
School?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
Nothing has yet been decided.

DWELLINGUP SCHOOL
Accommodation of Children from

Banksiadale

4B. Mr. RUNCIMAN asked the Minister
for Education:

flue to the building up of the
Dwellingup timber mill and the
transference of workers from
Banksiadale to Dweflingup, what
plans have been made to accom-
modate Banksiadale children at
the flwellingup School?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
There are at present three class-
rooms for an estimated enrolment
of 100 children in February:
therefore, no additions are war-
ranted.

WATER SUPPLY FOR YUNDERUP
Reticulation Plans

5. Mr. RUNCIMAN asked the Minister
for Water Supplies:
(1) Now that potable water has been

obtained in the Yunderup area,
what plans are being made to
have the water pumped or reti-
culated to Yunderup?

(2) When is it expected that the water
will be laid on to the township of
Yunderup?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) The search for an adequate sup-

Ply of Potable water is still pro-
ceeding and the results to date
are encouraging. Reticulation
surveys are in hand.

(2) Subject to Proving a satisfactory
source of supply, the work will be
listed for consideration in the
1964-65 draft loan programme.

6A.

BRIDGE OVER HOTHAM RIVER
Reason for Slow -Progress, and

Completion Date
Mr.' RtNCIMANq asked the Minister
for Works:
(1) What is the reason for the slow

progress with the erection of the
bridge over the Hotham River be-
tween Boddington and Dwel-
lingup)?
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(2) When is it considered that the
bridge will be completed?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) Lack of organising ability on the

part of the contractor.
(2) Early February.

QUINDANNING-MARRADONO ROAD

Bituminisation
6B. Mr. RtJNCIMAN asked the Minister

for Works:
Will the sealing of the Quindan-
ning-Marradong road be com-
pleted this financial year?

Mr. WILD replied:
No. At the end of this financial
year all but one mile of this road
will have a "black top".

MEDICAL OFFICER AT
AMEEKATTIARRA

Use of Plane to Attend Natives
7. Mr. W. HEGNEY asked the Minister

for Health:
(1) Did the medical officer at Meeka-

tharra go by plane to Wiluna
about the end of October to at-
tend a wounded native known
as "Brandy"?

(2) If not, what was the reason?
(3) Is it the practice of such medical

officer not to use the plane to
attend sick or injured natives?

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON replied:
(1) and (2) The department has no

information but will make in-
quiries.

(3) The plane is there for the use of
the medical officer whenever he
considers it necessary for any
medical occasion.

HOUSING AND SHOPPING SCHEME
FOR SPENCER PARK, ALBANY

Stage of Progress
8. Mr. HALL asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Housing:
(1) What stage has the planning

reached relevant to the £250,000
housing and shopping scheme for
the Spencer Park area, Albany?

(2) When is it contemplated that the
clearing of land will take place
and the scheme be put into
operation?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) Application for approval of the

subdivision has been made to the
Town Planning Department, and
the commission is now awaiting
approval.

(2) It is anticipated that subdivisional
approval will be received in the
next few weeks, and then survey,
clearing, road construction, etc..
for the first stage will be com-
menced forthwith.

GAS SALES
Decrease in Albany

9. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Electricity:
(1) Can he explain the reason for the

decrease in the sale of gas at Al-
bany as shown in the State Elec-
tricity Commission's report 1963,
which shows the drop in the sale
of gas at 7.98 per cent. on the pre-
vious year?

(2) With the prolific growth in the
population of Albany, does he not
agree that it is reasonable to ex-
pect a greater demand for gas?

(3) What action has been taken by the
department to attract consumers
of gas and the greater use of gas?

(4) How many consumers of gas were
lost by way of disconnection dur-
ing the last twelve months at Al-
bany?

(5) Is the supply of gas at Albany suf-
ficient to meet the peak demand
during summer and winter and is
the quality of first class standard?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) The decrease is due to the milder

winter and moving of the general
hospital, one of the largest con-
sumers.

(2) Most of the growth has been be-
yond the economic reach of the
existing mains.

(3) 'The commission has advertised,
demonstrated, and canvassed door
to door.

(4) The total number of consumers
increased during the year.

(5) Yes.

ALBANY HARBOUR DEVELOPMENT
Availability of Master Plan

10. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Works:

As it was announced by him when
visiting Albany recently that a
master plan was envisaged for Al-
bany area, including harbour
development, foreshore road, and
development generally, can he ad-
vise how far such planning has
proceeded and when would such a
plan be made public and available
to local authorities?
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Mr. WILD replied.

A master plan was presented to
the Government by Mr. P. H.
Tydeman, General Manager of the
Fremantle Harbour Trust, in 1948
which could, subject to modifica-
tions, be the basis for future
planning.

WHITE MUSCLE DISEASE

Dlepartmtental Investigation

11. Mr. HALT asked the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Did the Department of Agricul-
ture carry out intensive investi-
gation in the incident of white
muscle disease in the lower south-
ern agricultural area?

(2) Can he advise if there was an in-
crease or a decrease in the
disease?

(3) Is the investigation still continu-
ing; and, if so, what remedial
methods are being adopted or ad-
vocated to arrest or eradicate the
disease?

Mr. NALDER replied:

(1) Since 1960, when white muscle
disease was first recognised in
Western Australia, the depart-
ment has carried out intensive in-
vestigations in the lower southern
agricultural areas both to deter-
mine the general incidence and
extent of the disease and to define
the conditions under which it is
likely to occur.

(2) It is unlikely that there has been
an actual increase in the overall
incidence of white muscle disease.
However, the condition is now
more often recognised due to the
increased awareness of the farm-
ing community of white muscle
disease as a possible factor in lamb
mortalities.

(3) Current investigations involve the
study of the selenium and Vitamin
E content of pastures during the
entire growing season on properties
where white muscle disease has
previously been diagnosed. In ad-
dition, several drenching trials
have been carried out to deter-
mine the value of selenium in Im-
proving evge fertility and lamb
marking rates and in preventing
white muscle disease. The admin-
istration of selenium has been
found both curative and pre-
ventive.

ESPERANCE SUPERPHOSPHATE
COMPANY

Assistance by State Electricity
Commission

12. Mr. MOfI asked the Minister for
Electricity:
(1) Has the State Electricity Com-

mission assisted the Esperance
Superphosphate Company in any
way with power house machinery
or installations?

(2) If machinery was made avail-
able-

(a) what was its value;
(b) What was the Price charged

to the company and on
what terms?

Mr. NALD)ER replied:
(1) The State Electricity Commission

sold three diesel generating units
with accompanying switchboards
to the Esperance Superphosphate
Co.

(2) (a) £10,660.
(b) £10,660 cash within six weeks.

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORT TRUST

Change of Insurer

13. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister for
Transport:

Why has the Metropolitan (Perth)
Passenger Transport Trust chang-
ed its workers' compensation in-
surance to the Automobile Fire
and General Insurance Company
instead of the State Government
Insurance Office?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
The Automobile Fire and General
Insurance Company was the lowest
tenderer for the current year.

CARLISLE STUDENTS

Attendance at Governor Stirling High
School, and Transport

14. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Education:
(1) Is there to be a special bus pro-

vided for students from Carlisle
who have been directed to the
Governor Stirling High School at
Midland Junction in the forth-
coming school year?

(2) H-ow long is it anticipated that
these students will have to journey
to Midland Junction?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) No. Four graded first-year classes

will be accommodated at Midland
Technical School in 1964. Some
students may be from Carlisle.
Special buses will depart from
Belmont High School.

(2) Twelve months.
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GUAVULE CULTIVATION
Experiments by Agricultural Department

15. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Has any further progress been

made with the growing of guayule?
(2) Are experiments still being under-

taken by his department with this
plant?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) and (2) No. Experimental work

on guayule has now been termin-
ated due to the unsatisfactory re-
sults obtained. Some of the
original plantings at research sta-
tions are being retained.

It is of interest that the United
States Department of Agriculture
terminated research work on
guayule two years ago. All experi-
mental plantings in U.S.A. have
been ploughed out.

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
Visits to Remote Areas of State

16. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Premier:
Have any further considerations
been given to my suggestion in
writing earlier this year to the
granting to private members at
least one journey to remote areas
of the State during the course of
each parliament?

Mr. NALDER (for Mr. Brand) replied:
No decision has yet been made on
this matter.

KEWDALE MARSHALLIN4G YARDS
Completion 'of Main Drainage

17. Mr. JAMIESON~ asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) Has all the necessary main drain-

age now been completed in con-
nection with the Kewdale mar-
shalling yards?

(2) If not, will any additional main
drainage necessary for this pro-
ject be completed by next winter?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) and (2) Approximately two-thirds

of the work has already been com-
pleted. The work is at present con-
tinuing and sufficient will be com-
pleted before next winter to suit
the railway construction pro-
gramme. The remainder will be
completed next financial year.

HOU[SING AT WILSON
Building West of Tea guer Street

18. Mr. JAMIESON* asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Hous-
Ing:

(1) Have negotiations now been cam -
pleted for the purchase of land by
the State Housing Commission
west of Teag-uer Street, Wilson?

(2) If so, when is it proposed that the
building of houses will commence
In this area?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied.,
(1) Negotiations have been completed

and the commission is now only
awaiting finalisation of convey-
ancing action. This should be
completed within two weeks.

(2) When transfer is completed, sur-
vey and other development work
will proceed immediately and
building of houses will follow
when subdivisional titles are
available,

WATER SUPPLY AT WILSON AND
CLOVERDALE

Reports of Low Pressure
19, Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister

for Water Supplies:
Were any low pressure water sup-
ply areas reported during the re-
cent warm weather in the Wilson
or Cloverdale new housing areas?

Mr. WILD replied:
No. Pressures are taken in mid-
summer to watch supply position
in new housing areas,

PINE TREES
Return fromt Colflier Plantation

20. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Forests:
(1) Has he received any worth-while

financial return from small Pines
cut from the Collier Plantation
to make way for the various Gov-
ernment projects in this area?

Nearest Plantation to Perth

(2) What is the nearest area to Perth
where the Forests Department is
still planting pines?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Onangara and WannerOo.

METROPOLITAN AREA LIMITS
Review of Traffic Regulations

21. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Police:

In view of the apparent unsatis-
factory traffic regulations defining
the limits of the metropolitan
area, will he review these regula-
tions with a view to simpifying
some?
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Mr. CRAIG replied:
The boundaries of the metropoli-
tan traffic area are defined in
traffic regulation 5 and the first
schedule to the regulations.
This Is the standard, legal method
of defining an area and cannot
be simplified.

HOSPITAL FOR MENTALLY
AFFLICTED CHILDREN

Letting of Contract and Completion
22. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for

Health:
Referring to the answer given to
section 9 of question No. 37 of
the 19th November, 1963, regard-
ing the construction of a hospital
for children suffering from mental
disorders, can he now advise-
(1) whether a contract has been

let for the construction of the
hospital;

(2) if not, when is it anticipated
a contract will be let:

(3) when is it anticipated the
building will be completed:

Capacity
(4) what will be the capacity of

the hospital;
(5) Although in the answer

originally given reference is
made to "the construction of
ward accommodation" would
it be correct to assume that
provision will be made for an
administrative section, staff
quarters, and accommodation
for training the children to
ensure they make the best
possible use of their existing
intellectual capabilities?

Mr. ROSS HUITCHINSON replied:
(1) to (3) The Public Works

Department approved the letting
of a contract on the 28th Novem-
ber, 1963, for an amount of
£286,740, the contract being for a
term of nine months.

(4) and (5) 164 beds, Plus a day
centre. This particular contract
provides for accommodation for
60 beds, dental surgery, minor
surgical unit, pathological and
laboratory facilities, X-ray unit
and dark room, dispensary, doc-
tors rooms, tutor school.
Further contracts for cottage
units, intermediate wards, nurses
and medical officers quarters, ad-
ministration and service blocks,
training facilities, etc.. will be let
to conform to the department's
loan programme, and for which
plans are at an advanced stage
for the majority of the work.

BREAD DOUGHS

Action against P. A. Tolcan: Tabling
of File

23. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for
Labour:

Referring to question No. 15 of
the 6th November, 1963, is he now
able to lay on the Table the Fac-
tories and Shops Department file
regarding P. A. Tolcan, please?

Mr. WILD replied:
Yes.

The file was tabled.

DENTAL CLINICS

Location and Means Test

24. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for
Health:
(1) How many dental clinics are run

by the Government?
(2) Where are these clinics located?
(3) What is the basis of the means

test applied to patients using
these clinics?

Mr. ROBS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) and (2) There are static clinics

at North Perth, Victoria Park,
Fremantle. Albany, Sunbury, and
the golddields, as well as at the
Perth Dental Hospital in Goderich
Street, Perth.
There is a road mobile clinic
at present operating in the Mur-
chison area, and two aero-
dental clinics-one operating from
Meekatharra and one from Kal-
goorlie.
Two further road mobile clinics
are nearing completion and are
expected to be on the road early
in the coming school year.

(3) The means test is based on aver-
age weekly income and makes due
allowance for the size of the
family unit, debts for hospitalisa-
tion or medical treatment, and
general financial hardship. This
test not only determines eligibility
for treatment, but also determines
what Percentage of the fees the
patient will pay.

PACKAGED GOODS
Inquiry into Standardisation and

Marking

25. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for
Police:
(1) Referring to question No. 9 of the

24th September, 1963, is any in-
formation now available for mem-
bers regarding the inquiry by Mr.
W. J7. Cuthill into the standardi-
sation and marking of packaged
goods?
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(2) If not, is he able to anticipate
when such information is likely to
be available?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) The full report of the Board of In-

quiry (Mr. W. 3. Cuthifl) has not
yet been received.

(2) It is hoped that a ministerial con-
ference on the subject will be held
towards the middle of next year.

LAND RESUMPTIONS
Inaccuracy of Government's Figures

26. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Premier:
In view of the fact that on the
7th September. 1961, in reply to
a question, he informed mue that
during the term of his Govern-
ment a total of 100,296 acres had
been resumed from 3,798 owners1
yet on the 5th December, 1963, he
replied to a question stating that
the total area resumed during the
terms of the present Government
was 3,219 acres from 1,458 owners,
will he re-examine his replies and
advise me of the correct figures?

Mr. NALDER (for Mr, Brand) replied:
Owing to a misunderstanding the
information supplied on Thursday,
the 5th December only referred to
resumptions for the Public Works
Department, whereas the previous
question asked on the 7th Sep-
tember included all other Govern-
ment departments. The informa-
tion required will take a consider-
able time to collate and will not
be available for at least 24 hours.
The honourable member will be
supplied with this information
early next week.

EDUCATION ON PASTORAL
STATIONS

Need for increased Subs idy
27. Mr. BURT asked the Minister for

Education:
(1) Ditd he receive a communication

from the Pastoralists and Graziers'
Association setting out the edu-
cational problems which face the
occupiers of pastoral leases and
their employees?

(2) Is be aware that many such per-
sons who are happily and satis-
factorily employed on pastoral
properties must give up their
livelihood and move to the larger
towns as soon as their children
attain 12 years of age or so?

(3) Will he give every consideration to
the proposals that an increased
subsidy be ranted to these
parents to enable them to send
their children away to receive a
secondary education?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) No. The present boarding allow-

anice shoul1d help to obviate the
need for these persons to move
to larger towns.

(3) The matter is under consideration.

HILLS BUS ROUTES
Number and Ages of Buses Used in

November
28. Mr. DUNN4 asked the Minister for

Transport:
(1) What is the number of buses used

each day on-
(a) the IKalamunda-Lesmurdie-

Gooseberry Hill routes;
(b) the Dlarlington - Mundaring

routes?
(2) What was the age of each bus

used on each of these routes dur-
ing the weeks ended-
Friday, the 8th November1  1963;
Friday, the 15th November, 1963;
Friday, the 22nd November, 1963;
Friday, the 29th November, 1963?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) (a) Weekday 11.

Saturday 5.
Sunday 2.

(b) Weekday 4.
Saturday 2.
Sunday 1.

(2) (a)-
Week ending 9/11/83.

Bue No.
1U8 Bedford .. 1953
161 Bedford .... 1953
162 Bedford .... 1953
463 Bedford ... 19551
104 Bedford .. 1953
177 Bedford .... 1954
178 Bedford ... 1954
170 Bedford ... 1954
181 Bedford 1954
182 Badford 1956
ISO Bedford 19352
192 Bedford .. 1052
108 A.E.G. 31k. 111 1951
228 A.E.G. W1k. 111 1052
229 A.E.C. M1. 111 1952
232 AREC. Ilk. 111 1952
243 AREC. W1k, fl' 1059
252 A.E.G. Ilk. IV 109
515 A.E.O. MLk VI 1963

BsN.Week ending 16/11/68a.

158 Bedford .... 1953
161 Bedford .. 1053
162 Bedford ,.. 1058
177 Bedford .. 1954
181 Bedford .. 1954
161 Bedford . 1956
155 ]Bedfbed 1958
186 Bedford .. 1952
192 Bedford ... 1052
198 A.E.GC. M4k. m 1951
219 A.E.O. M1k. 111 1061
228 A.E.G. Mk. U11 1952
229 A.B.C. 31k. 111 1Q52
250 A.E.G. 31k. IV 1950
252 A.E.G. 31k. IV 1959
515 A.E.G. 31k. VI 1963
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Week ending 23/11/83,
BUR No.

158 Bedford -.- 1053
161 Bedford ..- 1953
162 Bedford 1053
177 Bedford .. 1954
179 Bedford ... 1954
181 Bedford *.. 1954
182 Bedford ... 1956
183 Bedford 1056
188 Bedford ... 1952
19? Bedford ... 1052
101 Bedford ... 1052
162 Bedford .. 952
108 A.B.C. BTk. Il 1951
21 A.B.C. Mk. 111 1951
228 A.E.G. Nk. Tfl 1052
250 A.E.C, BMt. IV 1059
2.52 A.E.G Iic IV 1959
517 A.0C 'ilk. VI 1983

Week ending 30/11/63.
B111 No.

150 A.BO. M.K .117 1Q40
161 Bedford ... 193
162 Bedford . 1953
177 Bedlford ... 1054
178 Redford ... 1954
17 Bedford ... 1014
18? Bedford ... 1954
182 Bedford ... 1958
187? Bedford ... 1052
191 Bedford ... 1052
108 A.B.C. Ilk. 111 1031
228 A.B.C. Mk-. UTT 1052
250 AX-C. Mik IV 1959
517 A.B.C. ML-. VT 1963

WL~ek endling 3/11/63.
Bus No.

141 A..C. 31k. 111 1347
145 A.E.C. 31k. I 1947 (New

body 1380)
147 A.E.G. Irk. 1in 1346
14S A.B.C. Ilk, IT 1947 (New

body 1960)
140 A.E.G.C 31k. 11 1949
150 A.EG. I1k. HI1 1949
194 A.B.C. Ilk. ITT 1040
219 A.B.C. Ilk. ff1 1953
220 A... Mk. 11I 1053
220 A.r.C. 31k. TIE 1932
230 A.. 31k. ITT 1952
232 A.E.G. 3M. 111 1952
246 A.E.G. Ilk. IV 1959
507 A.E.G. Irk. VI 108
516 AlM.P. IN. VI 1963
517 A.E.C. 3[k. VI 1963

'Week ending 18/11/03.
Bniq No.

1461 A.E.G. Ilk. 111 1948 (New
body 10960)

147 A... Nik. 111 1048
1150 A.E.C. Nik. 111 1049
104 A.B.C. 1ik. I 1434
2191 A.B.,C. Alk. ITT 19,52
220 A.B.C. I1R. 111 195.3
229) A.E.G. 3Bk. mI 1952
230 A.E.G. 711k. ITT 1952
232 A.E.G. Ilk. III 111152
244 A.1.17. Ilk. IV 1039
245 All C. 3rk. IV 109A
513 A.B.C. Mk. VI 1963
516 A.E.G. Blk. VT 1963
518 A.B.C. Ilk. VI 1903

Week ending 23/11/83.
Bus No.

143 A.E.C. Ilk. 111 1947
146 A.B.C. Bkt. ITT 1947 (New

body 1960)
147 A.B.C. Mk. 111 1348
148 A.B.C. Ilk. 111 1047 (New

body 1960)
150 A.E.C. Mk. m 1949
194 A.E.C. Ilk. 111 1949
219 A.B.C. M1k. 111 1953
220 A.E.C. Mtk. TIT 1953
229 A.B.C. uk. TIE 1952
230 A.B.C. Mk. FIT 1952
232 A.B.C. MBk. In1 1952
245 A.B.C. Mk. IV 1959
252 A.E.G. Mk. IV 10B9
507 A.B.C. Ilk. VI 1953
513 A.E.G. Bk. VI 1983s
515 A.E.G. It. VI 1983

Week ending 30/11/51.
Ens No.

143 A.E.G. Ilk. 111 1947
144 AX.E.C. Mk. 111 1947 (New

body 1960)
146 A.E.G. Mk. 111 1048 (New

body 1980)
147 A.E.G. Alk. 11 1948
148 A.B.G. Ilk. 111 1947 (New

body 1060)
150 A.E.G. Alk. InI 1949
194 A.E.G. Irk. Ifl 1349
193 A.E.G. Mk. TIE 1951
210 A.E.G. Ak. TI1 1Q53
220 A.E.G. Ilk. 11I 1053
232 A.E.G. 51k. 111 1952
249 A.E.G. Ilk, IV 10
513 A.B.C. Mk. VI 1983
515 A.B.C. 3lk. VI 1983
518 A.E.G. 31k. VI 1963

PROSPECTORS
Allowances, Refunds, and Finds

29. Mr. KELLY asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Mines:
(1) What number of prospectors were

in receipt of the allowance to
prospectors provided by the State
in the years 1950-1963 inclusive?

(2) What was the rate of allowance
during that period?

(3) What was the total sum paid to.prospectors?

(4) What amount has been refunded
to the Government?

(5) What worth-while finds were
made during the period?

(6) Is the Government considering
raising prospectors' allowances in
the near future?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
(1) Men receiving assistance as at

the 31st December of each year-
10-12 1954-09 1058-i8 1962-4S
1051-20 1055-89 1050-61 1003-45
1052-3O 106-88 1900-52
1953-79 19157-53 1 D61-60

(2)

(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

South of Tropic
of Capricorn

1950 .... 30.1. per week
1951-1953 50.q. per wveek
1953-1059 00s. per week
1959 .... 10ID. per week

North of Tropic
of Capricorn

40s. per week
70s. per week

1101. per week
120s. per week

£130,873 Is. 2d.
£22,753 Is. 10d.
No major finds were made.
Not at this stage.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

GRAIN
Storage at Midland, and Freight

1.Mr. GAYF'ER asked the Minlister for
Agriculture:

In view of the additional informa-
tion that has been brought to the
Minister's notice with reference
to the definition of "emergency
storage" at Midland Junction, and
whether a through freight should
be granted in the light of the pre-
sent grades of grain being received
throughout the country areas, and

(b) -
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the lack of storage room in the
country for these grades, will the
Minister give the matter further
urgent consideration?

Mr. NALDER replied:
Yes.

RAILWAY BUSES: PERTH-NORTHAM
Confusion and Inconvenience to

Passengers
2. Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister for

Railways:-
Is he in a position to make any
further reply to my Questions
asked earlier this week In connec-
tion with the railway road pas-
senger service from Perth to
Northamn?

Mr. COURT rep~lied:
As promised, I called for a report
from the commissioner in respect
of the interview that took place
last Friday with the person com-
plaining about the service and
particularly with reference to the
service operating on the 8th Nov-
ember. I have examined the
submission made by the depart-
ment and it would appear that
with the exception of the answer
to Question No. 12, on the evi-
dence available, the answers
given were a fair statement of the
position. I am referring No. 12
back for further information, and
I would rather deal with the whole
matter as a complete unit than
answer the separate questions.

RIVER RECLAMATION
Subsidisation of Local Authorities

3. Mr. D. G. MAY (for Mr. Jamieson)
asked the Premier:
(1) Is he aware of the good job being

done by the Canning Shire Coun-
cil in conjunction with private
ratepayers in finding the bulk of
the finance for river reclamation
work?

(2) Would he give consideration to
encouraging local authorities
bounding on the Swan and Can-
ning Rivers to emulate such re-
clamation as indulged in by the
Canning Shire Council by subsi-
dising such schemes?

Mr. NALDER (for Mr. Brand) replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Each individual proposal will be

considered on its merits.

BROCKMAN RIVER
Gauging for Dam Requirements

4. Mr. D. G. MAY (for Mr. Jamieson)
asked the Minister for Water Supplies:.
(1) Have gauging tests been con-

ducted on the Brockman River
in the Darling Ranges with a view

to the possibility of providing an-
other dam for metropolitan water
supplies?

(2) Are there any such plans for
future damming of this river?

Mr. WILD replied:.
(1) and (2) A gauging station has

been established by the Public
Works Department with a view
to obtaining long-range in!forma-
tion for future dam supplies for
the country. As yet there are no
such plans for the damming of
the river.

HOUSING AT CUNflERDIN
Additional Rental Homes

5. Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Housing:

In view of the urgent need for
additional rental homes to be
built at Cunderdin, is the Minister,
on behalf of the commission, able
to give me any information.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
The number of applications lodged
at the commission for Cunderdin
totals seven. The vacancy rate is
estimated at four rental houses
per annum.
It is proposed to erect four rental
houses and one pair of duplex
family flats, and another pair of
family flats will be erected if the
position warrants.
The commission will also erect two
war service homes.

KIMBERLEY ELECTORATE

Ministerial Visits

6. Mr. RHATIGAN asked the Premier:
As I am advised that four Min-
isters are to visit the Kimberley
electorate before Christmas, 'will
he increase the air fares granted
from three to at least four in order
that the member for Kimberley
might have the same opportunity
as the Ministers have of visiting
this electorate?

Mr. NALDER (for Mr. Brand) replied:
As in the case of the previous
question, I will pass this on to
the Premier and an answer can
be supplied at a later stage of
this, sitting.

STANDARD GAUGE RAILWAY

Resumption of a Bellevue Property

7. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Railways:

Will the Minister endeavour to
give early attention to the appli-
cation of Mr. K. T. Varty, 10
Norman Street, Bellevue, to have
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his house resumed for the stand-
ard gauge railway to enable him
to build under the war service
home scheme elsewhere?

Mr. COURT replied:
I do not know the particular ease
to which the honourable member
refers. However. I will have in-
quiries made to see if some ex-
pedition could be ensured if it is
a ease for resumption. Of course,
I must add that I do not know
whether it is.

RAILWAY BUSES: PERTH-NORTHAM
Confusion and inconvenience to

Passengers,
8. Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister for

Railways:
Will he endeavour to have a reply
given during today's sitting to the
question No. 12 which I asked
some days ago?

Mr. COURT replied:
Most certainly I will endeavour
to do that, but I cannot give an
assurance because I must be fair
to the officers concerned who
have been accused of certain
things, and it is only right and
Proper that they should be given
a chance to substantiate what
has been stated by them.

Mr. Hawke: In this case the pas-
senger was accused, not the
officers.

Mr. COURT: Unfortunately, one of
the officers has not been readily
available.

SCHOOL FOR BRUNSWICK JUNCTION
Plans for Erection

9, Mr. 1, W. MANNING asked the Min-
ister for Education:
(1) Is there any proposal to build a

new school at Brunswick Junc-
tion?

(2) If so, how far have the plans
progressed?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) 1 understand the question of a site

has not yet been finalised, and as
-soon as it has been I will advise
the honourable member of the
progress.

MOSQUITOES IN PARLIAMENT
HOUSE

Eradication
10. Mr. ROWBERRY asked the Minister

for Health:
(1) Is the Minister aware of the Pre-

sence of mosquitoes and other
pests within the Chamber and the
precincts of the House?

(2) If so, will he take steps to see
whether the department. can sug-
gest ways and means of control-
ling these pests or of eradicating
them altogether?

(3) Will he please communicate With
the member for Maylands on the
subject?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) to (3) Yes, I am aware that there

are mosquitoes in the House. I
would suggest that the honourable
member contact the House Com-
mittee to see what might be done.

WORKING WEEK
Action against Offending Employers

11. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for Lab-
our:

As a proclamation in connection
with the Industrial Arbitration
Act Amendment Bill (No. 2) has
niot yet been made, what action
does the Department of Labour
intend to take against those firms
that are already employing men
on a 40-hour week basis and
working them over a period of
seven working days.

Mr. WILD replied:
In my view, the present law would
apply until such time as the pro-
clamation is issued and the new
commission takes over.

METROPOLITAN REGION
DEVELOPMENT

Swan River Foreshore Reclamation:
Motion

MR. WILD (Dale-Minister for Works)
[11.22 a.mn.]: -I move-

That this House do consent, pur-
suant to section twenty-two of the
Swan River Conservation Act, 1958, to
the resumption and filling in of an
area of about nineteen acres of the
Swan River as shown in the plan
deposited in the Main Roads Depart-
ment and marked M.R.D., W.A. No.
3077 and therein Coloured green, and
as so shown in the copy of that plan
laid on the Table of the House, and
that the Legislative Council be re-
quested to so consent.

The need to reclaim portion of the Swan
River foreshore arises from the design
being prepared of a complex interchange
facility to accommodate future traffic flows
from Mounts Bay Road, Narrows Bridge,
Riverside Drive, and the Mitchell Freeway
to the north. It has been estimated that
flows of the order of 180,000 vehicles a
day will be achieved by the year 1985.

Traffic volumes of this order could not
be accommodated by a simple roundabout
approach such as that provided at the
Causeway approaches. Grade separated
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structures and generous layout design is
essential. An interchange designed to
meet these requirements and to accom-
modate increased traffic flows of the fore-
seeable future cannot he accommodated in
the area of land at present available be-
tween the Narrows Bridge and Mounts Bay
Road; therefore the Commissioner of Main
Roads has requested the reclamation of
an area approximating 19 acres along the
north shore line of Perth waters between
the Narrows Bridge and the foot of
Barrack Street.

It is appropriate to quote from part of
a report by the consultants, De Leuw
Cather & Company, who said:

As a result of our investigations over
a Period of two Years this interchange,
both the ultimate and the interim
stages of development, will require
land reclamation between the Narrows
Bridge and Barrack Street jetty. The
extent of reclamation needed for this
purpose is essentially the same as
-proposed in the Stephenson-Hepburn
plan.

The report went on to say:
That because of the time-consuming

operations of reclaiming and stabilis-
Ing the needed area, reclamation work
should be started at the earliest pos-
sible date.

The eventual development of the inter-
change will call for the construction of
four separate roadways parallel with one
another on the reclaimed land.

The area of Perth water which will re-
main after this 19 acres is reclaimed is
850 acres. This is the area of all the
water surface between the Causeway and
Narrows Bridge and excluding the area of
Heirisson Island downstreamn from the
Causeway.

When I introduced a similar piece of
legislation the other day I indicated to
the H-ouse the great urgency in having
this work done. I indicated that posterity
would thank the Parliament of the day
for having given approval for modifications
such as this in order to lay very firm foun-
dations for future roadway access. In the
intervening day or two I have had an
opportunity of obtaining some further
figures which add to the urgent necessity
for allowing work such as this to pro-
ceed.

It is pertinent to note that in December,
1954, there were 84,000 vehicles registered
in Western Australia. Four years later,
in the same month, the figure had risen
to 107,000. In the same month of this
year-December-there are 142,000. This
gives an annual rate of increase of 7 per
cent.

Members know that twice in the past
two or three years those of us who nave
motored into the city have been stopped,
been given a card, and been asked to
f1i I n and Post it to the Main Roads

Department. Prom that information the
department has been able to collate some
most interesting information.

The department has discovered that 401
per cent. of the traffic that comes into the
city would not necessarily come through
the city if there were an access road.
Figures show that by 1972 the volume of
traffic will have increased by 50 per cent.
By having a freeway such as the Mitchell
Freeway, traffic will be able to bypass the
city.

Other pertinent figures were collated in
connection with the traffic count on the
Narrows Bridge. The bridge has been
built only since 1959. At the first count
there were 2,200 vehicles passing over the
bridge per hour during peak hours. At the
last count, taken about six months ago.
the figure had risen to 3,700. That is an
annual increase of 20 per cent.

Information has revealed that with the
increase in registrations, coupled with the
Increase in traffic under the West Perth
subway and over the William Street and
Barrack Street bridges, the figure has
reached the absolute maximum. The
figures indicate the urgent necessity for
Parliament passing legislation such as this
to allow for this interchange to be built
at the earliest possible moment.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) 11.-28 amr.]: If this is
an urgent matter, as the Minister says it
Is-and it might well be very urgent.-
then. it has not just become urgent this
week. lt must have been apparent that
it was an urgent matter at the beginning
of this session. Why 'was not the matter
brought here earlier so that it could have
been dealt with properly? I have seen
this sort of thing happen before: bring
something in at the last minute, and em-
phasise its urgency so that Parliament
will be inhibited and the proper considera-
tion that is desirable cannot be given!

I refuse to be stampeded in connection
with this matter. This might be the only
possible step to take to deal with this
situation; but the Minister has not proved
that it is. This idea of resuming these
19 Bores was before mae six or seven years
ago; and if I had been convinced then
that it was necessary to make that re-
clamation, it would have been approved at
that stage. But I was not then convinced,
nor am I convinced yet. On a question
of this kind, I think it is incumbent upon
the Minister to present to Parliament a
design of the proposed new roadway, and
so on.

Surely some such design exists! It is
intended that there shall be a system of
grade separation, and the use of over-
ways of instead of a roundabout. That
is understandable. But surely there must
be some design of it, somewhere, after ail
these years! Why did not the Minister
bring it here so that we could see the
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exact Position that these grade separa-
tions are to occupy in relation to the land
to be resumed or reclaimed? Nothing of
that nature is here. The only diagram
placed on the Table for the help of mem-
bers is one which shows the coloured-in
area to be reclaimed-nothlng else.

Mr. Toms: There may be another secret
document coming up.

Mr. TONKIN: I think Parliament is en-
titled to know at this stage, if this is such
an urgent matter, and the department
wants to get on with the job, what the
Plans are. The plans must be drawn.
But where are they?

What is the reason given by the Min-
ister? He said the need arises from the
design. How do we know it does? In
these matters it is not sufficient just to
make a mere assertion. It requires to be
backed up by some evidence. I am not
going to accept the statement that the
need arises simply because somebody says
so. I want proof that the need is there.
I want to see a diagram of the proposed
route to be traversed; and although I have
the greatest confidence in the Main Roads
Department-I think it is a very efficient
department-it is not infallible.

As a matter of fact it has made some
serious mistakes in road planning; and I
refer to what happened in Cockburn,
where a woman had a house resumed be-
cause the department required the area
where the house was for a road. She got
another house built, and then the depart-
ment found that it had to resume that
one, too. So members can see that mis-
takes can be made, even by efficient de-
partments; and therefore we are entitled
to have something more than we have
been given.

I think it is readily appreciated that a
simple roundabout will not do in this posi-
tion. The simple roundabout on the
Causeway has reached a stage where some-
thing urgent is required to deal with the
situation. A simple roundabout has a very
limited life in a city with a growing vol-
ume of traffic. It meets the position for
quite a while, but after that there comes
the need for some other form of treat-
ment. Generally speaking the clover leaf
comes next; and, after that, grade separa-
tion.

I would readily accept the suggestion
that grade separation is the only success-
ful final treatment in this locality. But
the Minister has not submitted anything
here yet to prove that this grade separa-
tion treatment requires all this area. He
has made statements to that effect but
submitted no proof; and, of course, state-
ments are not sufficient. The minister
makes a statement that the traffic flows
of the foreseeable future cannot be accom-
modated in the area of land at present
available. That is probably likely, but it
does not prove that we need art additional
19 acres.
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Another three, four, or five acres might
be sufficient to meet that position. We
do not know. But we would know if we
had a diagram of the proposed structure,
showing where it was going to be placed,
and if we were assured that this was the
final decision and this was where it was
going and it was not to be altered. But
we have had no such information.

We on this side have given a lot of con-
sideration to this question, and we do not
want to do anything which would result
in any traffic difficulties being accentu-
ated. However, we are not convinced that
this is the urgent matter that the Minis-
ter says it is; otherwise there is no satis-
factory explanation for his waiting until
the last week of Parliament to introduce
a motion; because nothing has happened
overnight to make a Question which was
not previously urgent a very urgent mat-
ter now. If this is an urgent matter now
it must have been urgent at the beginning
of the month, two months ago, or six
months ago.

Had the motion been brought here a
month ago there would have been ample
time for a committee of both Houses-
because both Houses have to agree to the
motion-to have met, called for the Plans
and diagrams, and for answers to questions
which inevitably arise in the minds of
persons interested in this matter: and then
a determination could have been made as
to whether Parliament ought to be ad-
vised to carry this motion or not.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Would you have
done that if you were the minister?

Mr. TONKIN: I most certainly would.
If this is an urgent matter now I would
not have waited until the last week and
then tried to introduce a motion without
notice.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I am not talking
about that. I am talking about the man-
ner of your advice to the Minister.

Mr. TONKIN: Surely urgency is the
first question-whether the matter is as
urgent now as the Minister says it is:
because it it is, it must have been urgent
six months ago. Nothing could possibly
have developed overnight which could
turn a question which was not urgent a
month ago into the very urgent question
it is supposed to be now. And there is
no answer to that. There has been no
sudden subsidence somewhere, no accident,
and no special development with regard
to traffic flows. All of the things which
are known about the requirements of this
job at the moment were known at the
beginning of the year; so why was not
this motion introduced in ample time to
permit of its proper consideration?

Mr. Court: Was the other major filling
area at Mounts Bay subject to parlia-
mentary motion?
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Mr. TONKIN: No; because that was a opportunity to investigate this proposal,
different question.

Mr. Court: I asked because I cannot
recall its being brought to Parliament in
any form.

Mr. TONKIN: It was not brought to
Parliament because it was not necessary
to bring it to Parliament.

Mr. Court: At least this Is being brought
to Parliament.

Mr. TONK-IN: There is no option. Do
not make a virtue out of a necessity!

Mr. Court: It is not that at all. I was
talking about what you said you would do
if you had been the Minister.

Mr. TONY-IN: Why?
Mr. Court: You did not bring the other

one to Parliament at all.
Mr. TONKIN: There was no obligation

to bring it to Parliament.
Mr. Court: I just wanted to know why

you did not bring it to Parliament.
Mr. TONKIN: The Minister has missed

the point altogether.
Mr. Court: No he hasn't!
Mr. TONKIN: Remember

obligation on the part of the
to bring this motion here.

there is an
Government

Mr. Court: Which it has done.

Mr. TONY-IN: Alright. Secondly, the
Government emphasises bow very urgent
this is. This urgency did not develop
overnight; so if It is necessary to bring
the question to Parliament for considera-
tion it is necessary to give Parliament
ample opportunity to give it that con-
sideration. Surely the Government Is not
taking the attitude tbat this is purely a
formal matter, and it is asking Parlia-
ment. for approval simply because it has
to do so, and the Government regards this
as a formal matter only! Because that
is making a farce of the situation. Why
did Parliament determine that reclama-
tions extending over 10 acres in area bad
to be approved by both Houses of Parlia-
ment?

Did Parliament intend that that was to
be a formal approval? I suggest that the
reason for inserting that provision in the
Swan River Conservation Act was to en-
sure that when areas larger than 10 acres
were to be reclaimed from the river, Par-
liament would be given ample opportunity
to consider such requirements and make a
recommendation.

To seek the approval of Parliament in
the last week of a session, and then ad-
vance the question of urgency as a reason
for not giving Parliament ample opportu-
nity to consider the question thoroughly.
defeats the intention of Parliament. That
is my complaint about this matter. it
could very well be that if a committee of
members drawn from both Houses had the

it would recommend that the whole 19
acres, or the major portion of it be re-
claimed. Parliament would then feel more
satisfied, and the People would feel more
satisfied. Hut if Parliament merely grants
a formal approval to this request, it has
not done what the people have the right
to expect it would do, and that is to give
proper consideration to the proposal.

I suggest to the Government that, in
the interests of the people generally, and
those who will be greatly concerned about
the Position, the urgency is not so great as
to militate against its agreeing to the
formation of a small committee represen-
tative of both Houses and both sides of
Parliament, to inquire into this question,
so that Parliament can be advised in due
course. The approval of Parliament could
be anticipated following a favourable de-
cision by a committee, and there would be
nothing to prevent the Main Roads De-
partment from making the necessary ar-
rangements to proceed with the work in
anticipation of that approval, if a com-
mittee of the Parliament recommended
approval. I cannot imagine that Parlia-
ment would not accept such a recommen-
dation. and the decision of such a com-
mittee would be known within a matter
of a week. I

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: If you were the
Minister for Works you would never agree
to such a proposition.

Mr. TONKIN: Of course, we can all in-
dulge in speculation; and the Minister's
interjection is just a figment of his imag-i-
nation.

Mr. Ross Hutohinson: NO; it is apparent
as a result of your actions in the past.

Mr. TONKIN: One requires a sound
basis for the statement the Minister has
Just made; and after his strong advocacy
of fluoride, one must look closely at the
basis of any statement he makes.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: What nonsense!
Mr. TONKIN: No; it is not nonsense. It

is a statement of fact.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: What nonsense!
Mr. Court: I am afraid it becomes hard

to reconcile your attitude now in view of
the difficulty we had in trying to find out
from You precisely the area to be reclaimed
for the A0t. Eliza reclamation works. I
was trying to get that from you for quite
a long while.

Mr. TONKIN: I think the Minister was
making it difficult for me even in making
that small request.

Mr. Court: We were trying to make you
declare the area you wanted, and you did
it by the little by little method.

Mr. TONKIN: Now that that question
has been raised, and one is talking about
reconciliation of attitude, one has only to
read what the Minister for Industrial
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Development said about the increase In
the water supply charges. It would do the
Minister good to read his remarks.

Mr. Court: I have heard them repeated
by you so often I do not have to read
them any more.

Air. TONKIN: The Minister has a very
convenient memory. It reminds him to
forget the important things which are
against his argument, and to emphasise
only those things which support it. Whe-
ther the present attitude can be reconciled
with any other attitude is entirely beside
the point in dealing with this question.
The first point is that Parliament has de-
termined that reclamation of land exceed-
ing 10 acres in area must be referred to
Parliament for approval. The next point
is that that was not intended to be a mere
formal approval, but the intention was to
give Parliament the opportunity fully to
consider the question.

Parliament is not being given ample
opportunity to consider this question if the
Government forces this motion through. If
the Minister wvill not agree to setting up a
committee to investigate this question, will
he agree to an adjournment of the debate
-after I sit down, in order to obtain from
the Main Roads Department diagrams
showing where these grade separation
structures are to be erected in relation to
the existing roadways, and the area to be
reclaimed? If that is done--and the Minis-
ter now indicates he is prepared to do
that, for which I am very pleased-we
will be in a position of having much more
information than we have now, following
which our attitude may be different.

However, on the information already
supplied, whilst I feel the proposition is
a round one, I am not completely happy
about it, because if I were asked why
I had agreed to the proposal, I would not
be in a position to indicate anything other
than that it had been submitted by the
Main Roads Department as a request.
'However, if I am in a position to examine
the diagrams of the proposed structure,
and so ascertain fully where it is to be
situated, it will be a comparatively simple
matter to determine whether this request
is reasonable.

I am extremely grateful for the Minis-
ter's indication that he has agreed to do
as I have suggested, and I will therefore
content myself with what I have already
said on this matter. The Opposition is
not opposed to the proposal if it is con-
vinced it is a requisite step; and its atti-
tude is, at this stage, that it wants more
information.

MR. J1. HEGNEY (Belmont) [ 11.48
a.m.]: I adopt the same attitude as that
adopted by the Deputy Leader of the Qp-
position, because I have had some experi-
ence in this Parliament of extremely im-
portant matters which affected my elec-
torate being thrown into Parliament when

Standing Orders were suspended, thus
making it difficult to consult with those
people who should have been consulted on
the proposal introduced.

I can take my mind back. a few years
and recall a B3ill which was introduced in
similar circumstances to those which sur-
round the motion we are now discussing.
I ref er to the proposal 'which was then
known as the Welshpool-Bassendean chord
railway. The then Minister for Industrial
Development (The Hon. A. F. Watts,
M.L.A.) brought down a Bill in the dying
hours of Parliament-in the last week,
just as this motion has been brought for-
ward-for the approval of Parliament, and
the substantial reason he gave for the pro-
posal was the question of great urgency so
that the railway could be started.

As the member for Middle Swan at the
time, which electorate most of the line was
to traverse, and In conjunction with the
then member for Guildford-Midland, I
sought an adjournment of the debate for
a few days so that we could consult the
local authorities which were vitally con-
cerned, and also make available as much
information as possible to the people who
would subsequently be concerned with the
work. The Minister would not agree to
an adjournment of the debate, although
it was about midnight when the Bill was
introduced. This meant that we had to
continue the discussion on the proposal
the next day. In the meantime we con-
tacted the local authorities, who came
here to get some information from the
plans that were on the Table of the House.
They wanted to know what the position
was.

At the time I urged there was no ground
for urgency, having regard to the fact that
the information would have been available,
as the Government had worked on the
problem months beforehand. This must
have been the case, for a full examina-
tion had been made. In spite of that, the
Government went ahead with the Bill;
it becamne an Act, and resumptions did
take place in Belmont and ]Bayswater; and
the marshalling yards were to be sited on
the other side of Bayswater.

Fortunately, however, there was a
change of Government, and that plan was
not proceeded with, even though the re-
sumptions had taken place. Today we
find that the Government is in the process
of selling the land back to the people from
whom it was resumed. That took place
10 years ago. The Government of the day,
of course, looked to its engineers for ad-
vice; and, after an examination, Sir Russell
Dumnas and Mr. Brisbane submitted a re-
port to the Government of the day urging.
in connection with a goods terminal at
flurswood Island, that a chnrd line should
traverse the edges of the Swan River to
the racecourse, and thence to Bayswater,
connecting with the Bayswater line.
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That would have been a serious matter
had it eventuated; but fortunately I sug-
gested to the Premier of the day, and to
his Cabinet members, that before they
became committed to this proposition, they
should get out, on the spot, and have a
look at it. I am glad to say they did just
that. Seven members of the Cabinet
visited the site on that day, accompanied
by departmental engineers.

I was concerned with the fact that the
children of the Belmont area, and of
Rivervale, would have been denied access
to the Swan River for all time. When
answering my criticism, the Minister of
the day consulted Sir Russel Dumas; and
he suggested that, instead of the railway
line traversing the edge of the river con-
tour, piles should be driven into the bed
of the river, and that the railway line
should be carried in the middle of the river
to connect with Bayswater.

I am concerned about jealously guard-
ing the Swan River, and its environs. I
would point out that it was a former
Labor Minister who laid the foundations
foi This type of reclamation, and for the
building up of the banks of the Swan
River, to make it the thing of beauty it
is today. I recall the criticism of the then
Leader of the Opposition (Sir Charles
Lathamn). He referred to this as unpro-
ductive work.

Now we find that the Minister for
Works brings before Parliament an imi-
portant motion like this, without giving
members an opportunity to discover Its
full purport. It will be interesting to know
whether the Minister, and one or two of
his colleagues have had a look at the
matter in an attempt to visualise what
is being done; in order that they might
know the position at first hand, rather
than be guided by plans and estimates
that are submitted. I appreciate that the
Minister is, after all, a layman, and that
he depends on the advice of his engineers;
but I have given a concrete example of
what happened to me here at the time, as
member for Middle Swan. As I pointed
out, fortunately better counsels prevailed.

Mr. Graham: There was also a better
Government.

-Mr. J. HEGNEY: Yes: the Labor Gov-
ermnent of the day took notice of the
suggestions of members who sat behind
it; and after that Government examined
the position on the spot, it was convinced
that the advice given by the engineers was
incorrect. So, Instead of Bayswater and
Belmont becoming towns subdivided by
railways, a better proposition was accepted,
and the marshalling yards were sited at
Kewdale.

Members of Parliament are entitled to
be provided with the fullest information
before being asked to make a decision in
an important matter like this. There is
no doubt that, in connection with the

Stephenson plani-and the consequent de-
velopment which is likely to take place by
way of arterial roads and bypass roads--
it is work for experts; but here again the
question is: does the Government need all
the land that is being reclaimed for this
purpose? If that amount of land is not
required, then there is no necessity for
Parliament to agree to the amount of
reclamation stated in the motion,

1 think an examination of the position
should take Place. The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition has submitted a proposal
as to how the matter could be considered.
I doubt whether a delay of six months
would be vital when considering a matter
of this magnitude. As the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition said, surely the minister
for Works has had this matter before him
for the last six months! It is a vital
matter, and he must have given it a great
deal of consideration. There must have
been discussions, the drawing of plans,
anrd the submission of estimates, before the
matter was finally brought to Parliament.

There is far too much of this sort of
thing at the moment. The Government
moves the suspension of Standing Orders,
and then brings down a number of Bills
and motions of considerable importance,
and denies members of Parliament the
opportunity to study them. It is a com-
plete negation of the rights and privileges
of members of Parliament, and of the
public, particularly when the Government
seeks to pass these important Bills and
motions through the House at one sitting.
I suggest we tanry a while.

Accordingly, I urge the minister to give
consideration to the submissions made
by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition,
and make the relevant information avail-
able to all concerned. It might be a very
good thing if a subcommittee from both
Houses were appointed to go into the
matter properly, examine the necessary
plans and submissions that might be made,
and finally make a recommendation to
Parliament.

MR. ROWBERRY (Warren) [11.58
am.]: I would like to add my protest
to those made by the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition and the member for Bel-
mont. When such important legislation is
introduced in the dying hours of the
session-when the session and members of
Parliament are staggering to a close-in-
sufficient time is given us to properly con-
sider it.

As we all know, Parliament sits for a
certain number of months each year; but
the Government is in government all the
time, and its departments are working all
the time. Accordingly, I submit that in-
stead of coasting along in the first four
or five weeks of the session each year,
dealing with inconsequential legislation,
important matters, such as that with
which we are dealing now, should be
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introduced earlier, to give members of
Parliament and the general public more
time to evaluate, and appreciate their
exact purport, and the provisions they con-
tain.

I think the policy adopted by Govern-
ments in this regard-and I include
Governments of all political complexions--
in introducing important legislation in the
last few hours of the session, makes a
mockery and a travesty of Parliament.
That is my considered opinion. If there
were a necessity for it, and if there were
real urgency in the matter, I would be the
last to criticise or object.

In this case the situation has not arisen
overnight. It should have been apparent
to both the Minister and his engineers for
a considerable period prior to bringing
this motion before the House. For those
reasons I want to register my protest in
the hope that in the years to come Parlia-
ment will be able to spread the intro-
duction of legislation and the moving of
motions over the whole session, and not
as we are now doing; that is, making
a travesty of the whole set-up.

Up to a point I am in favour of
straightening the Swan River. I do not
consider that some of the backwaters
which have existed, and still exist, are
necessary from an aesthetic or hygienic
Point of view. Some of these are breeding
grounds for mosquitoes and algae. Algae
is found in all flowing streams and rivers,
and it serves a very necessary function
provided it is not permitted to take charge.

At this juncture in the life of this City
of Perth we should consider the trend of
bringing more and more traffic into the
city. I have before me an article which
appeared in The West Australian by an
expert on freeways and traffic matters. I
did not hear the Minister very well when
he moved the motion, so I do not really
know what is the object of the proposed
reclamation of the Swan River foreshore.
However, I did hear him say that the object
was to provide space for the construction
of a freeway and access roads, so that
traffic could flow over the Narrows Bridge
and bypass the city.

The great predominance of traffic which
uses the Narrows Bridge comes into the
city. It consists mostly of private vehicles.
I believe the Kwinana Freeway and its
approaches were established to serve
private vehicles in the first place, and it
is only in recent days that commercial
vehicles destined for the city with de-
liveries have been permitted to use it; but
I do not know the extent to which such
vehicles are allowed to use it.

Most of the motorists using the Nar-
row,,s Bridge do so for the purpose of
entering the city, not to bypass it, because
the traffic comes from south of the river.
This traffic could use the highways east
of the river if it wanted to go north of the
city. It need not cross the Narrows Bridge

or the Causeway at all. A great amount
of this traffic now uses the Narrows Bridge
or Causeway and along Plain Street to get
to the north side of the city. It would be
an advantage to the flow of traffic in the
city if the bottleneck over the Narrows
Bridge were removed.

The newspaper article I mentioned
refers to matters of which we should take
cognisance. It contains the views of Dr.
Patrick H. Young, and reads as follows-

Dr. Young, born in Derby, England,
migrated to Australia eight years ago
after taking the top engineering de-
gree-doctorate of philosophy in en-
gineering-in the London University.

It further states-
Freeways suffocate cities. The

Americans learnt this at least ten
years ago, so it is time Australians
woke up to it.

Dr. Young goes on to discuss the difficul-
ties that have arisen in Melbourne and
Sydney, because in those cities freeways
have been built to bring more and more
traffic into the city, and so choke it.

Recently I read about one main road
going out of London in which the traffic
was held up for periods of six to seven
hours, and there was no movement of
traffic whatsoever. Should we allow this
Position in Perth, or should we try to avoid
it? Dr. Young went on to state in the
newspaper article-

Modern cities overseas, he says, have
found it absurd to surrender parkland
and other open space to freeways
which pour in more traffic. than the
city space can possibly handle.

The best thinking now is that the
tar's rise to dominance over the city
must be stopped.

As many vehicles as possible :should
be kept out of the city, allowing city
space to be reallocated for plazas.
shopping malls and squares.

An essential thing in this is to im-
prove public transport, with fast, fre-
quent and cheap trains and trains.

He goes on to give some points on how
to control the flow of traffic into the city,
and the following are included in his pro-
gramme:

Build parking stations at main entry
points around the city, none closer
than three miles. Ensure good public
transport to and from these places.

Establish more parking areas at
country and suburban railway sta-
tions so that commuters can drive
from home to the station and take the
train in comfort.

Spend the money that would have
been wasted on the freeway on city
improvement and beautification-the
removal of bottlenecks in St. Silds
and Sydney roads, for example.
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For both city and suburban runs,
introduce the European-type tram,
such as the slender, fast, almost silent
vehicles used in Swiss cities.

Forbid all-day parking in the city,
and close the city for certain hours of
the day to heavy commercial traffic,
as Paris has done.

The time has come when we should
take heed of these matters which have
been brought to our notice by experts, be-
fore it is too late. The present tendency
is to bring traffic into the city, when it
could bypass the city altogether. This is
a problem which will have to be resolved
in the very near future. If the proposed
reclamation of the Swan River foreshore
will help to solve the problem, I shall sup-
port the proposition.

I conclude with this protest: I do niot
think it is necessary to crowd the dying
hours of parliamentary sessions with leg-
islation and motions, especially in this
session when we did practically nothing
for the first five or six weeks.

Debate adjourned until a later stage of
the sitting, on motion by Mr. Hawke
I1,2ader of the Opposition).

(Continued on page 3868.)

MINING ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed, from the 26th Septem-
ber, on the following motion by Mr. Bove]]
(Minister for Lands):

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

MR. MOIR (Boulder-Eyre) 112.10
p.mn.]: This Bill has some extraordinary
circumstances about it. It arose from
some extraordinary circumstances;, and
there are some profoundly extraordinary
circumstances about the manner in which
it is now before this Chamber. it came
down from another place to this Chamber
and had its first reading on the 19th Sep-
temnber, 1963-over 11 weeks ago-and we
are now within a few hours of completing
this session of Parliament.

It was quite apparent that the Govern-
ment delayed bringing on this measure
until the last minute. Of course that is
in keeping with other actions of the Gov-
ernment in regard to Important measures.
I draw attention to a measure that had
been promised for the past two years. I
refer to the Workers' Compensation Act
Amiendment Bill. That measure was
brought to this H-ouse almost at midnight;
and within a few hours of the adjourn-
ment, and in the early hours of the morn-
ing, it was brought on again for discussion,
giving the Opposition a very limited time
in which to study the provisions of the
Bill in order to draw up any amendments
it may have considered necessary.

Likewise, the motion that has just been
under discussion in this House was brought
here and, in a matter of minutes, Parlia-
ment was called upon to give an intelli-
gent decision on the proposition. Even
the Minister could not justify his action
in that regard, as witness the fact that he
has agreed to an adjournment in order to
supply members of this House with more
information. However, the circumstances
surrounding that motion are entirely dif-
ferent from those in connection with this
Bill. We have had plenty of time to exam-
inc this measure because of the long time
it has been before the House; but one
can validly criticise the long delay and
the tactics of the Government.

The first part of the Bill is very innocu-
ous. It simply makes provision for some-
thing that we have witnessed in this House
on quite a few occasions: that is, when
Bills regarding mining concessions have
been brought before the House there have
been clauses to delete certain provisions
from the Mining Act and not have them
applicable to the measures we have dis-
cussed. I have no quarrel with those pro-
posals in the Bill, which are contained In
clauses 2, 3, and 4. However, I feel those
amendments are only padding for tpaW
main purpose of the Bill, which is con-
tained in clause 5.

I refer to a provision to repeal section
291 of the Mining Act. Section 291 reads
as follows-

Any Asiatic or African alien found
mining on any Crown land may. by
order of the warden., be removed from
any goldfield or mineral field, and
whether such person has or has not
been convicted of an offence against
the last preceding section; and no
Asiatic or African alien shall be em-
ployed as a miner or in any capacity
whatever in or about any mine, claim,
or authorised holding.

There have been many unsavoury fea-
tures regarding this Bill; and what I am
about to say I say with all seriousness: The
Minister in another place and on various
occasions outside Parliament has told de-
liberate untruths.

Mr. Court: That is not fair; nor is It
correct.

Mr. MOIR: The Minister for Industrial
Development has said that my statement is
not fair or correct. I would not say it if
were not true.

Point of Order
Mr. BOVELL: Mr. Speaker, I desire that

the member for Boujlder-Eyre withdraw
the statement that the Minister for Mines
told a deliberate untruth. I believe that
is a reflection on a member of another
place, and that the statement is an unwar-
ranted attack on a member who cannot
defend himself in this Chamber.
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The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Will the
honourable member please withdraw?

Mr. MOIR: in conformity with the
Standing Orders I have no option but to
withdraw.

Mr. Graham: He still means it, though.
Debate (on motion) Resumed

Mr. MOIR: However, I will Place proof
of the various statements I make before
this Chamber and then people can form
their own conclusions. I1 have here in
support of the case I am going to place
before the Chamber a transcript of sworn
evidence given in a court of law in this
State: I have newspaper articles contain-
ing certain statements which have not
been refuted; and I have copies of Hfansard
in which statements are recorded.

After I place this evidence before the
Chamber, I think members will know that
my opposition to this Bill is based on the
soundest of facts. I will prove that the
Minister for Mines has not upheld his
Oath of Office to uphold the law, because
he has allowed very important laws to
be completely disregarded. He has disre-
garded them himself, and in my opinion
is not a person who should be administer-
ing the laws of this land.

Mr. Graham: The Minister for Justice,
too!

Mr. MOIR: That applies in regard to the
amendment which I observe the Govern-
ment has placed on the notice paper. It
will be absolutely useless as far as this
Minister is concerned. In my opinion, the
Minister should resign his office; and, if
he does not see fit to resign his office, the
Premier should request his resignation.

I have pondered as to why the Govern-
ment has been so long in bringing this Bill
up for discussion. There are two ednclu-
slons which can be drawn by thinking
people. Firstly, the Federal elections were
held last Saturday, and we know the strong
and violent opposition there is to this
measure not only in Western Australia , but
in other Parts of the Commonwealth, as I
will proceed to show.

I had thought that in view of the strong
opposition expressed by the representative
bodies of those who work in the mining
industry. as well as the opposition by pri-
vote individuals and branches of the ex-
servicemen's league, the Government had
decided to bow to such opinions. However
It appears that it has not done so. So,
as I said, one of the conclusions one can
draw as to the reason is that with the
Federal elections pending the State's
Federal representatives belonging to the
parties comprising the Government here
prevailed on this Government to set aside
the measure until the elections were all
over and done with.

Mr. Bovell: That is rubbish, of course!
Mr. Graham: What is the reason then?

Mr. Hawke: How would the Minister
know? He would not even be consultedj
in the matter by the other Ministers ,

Mr. Bovell: There is no need to ble nas~i
Mr. MOIR: It would appear that now the

Federal elections are safely over and the
Government has been returned with aL
handsome majority there is no fear on the
part of the Liberal Government of the
consequence of bringing this measure
forward-that is, no immediate fear. I
think one can be pardoned f or assuming
that probably instructions have been de-
livered from the- Federal Government to
this Government to go ahead with this
Bill for the reasons I am about to enunci-
ate.

The Minister for Mines has stated on
more than one occasion the importance
of maintaining good relations "With the
Japanese, and the reason he gives is that
they are large purchasers of Australian
commodities and we should therefore do
nothing to offend them. Another reason
he gives is that we expect and are hoping
that they will purchase large quantities
Of our iron ore and other minerals. That,
Of Course, could well be a reason for the
anxiety of this Government and the Fed-
eral Government to placate these people
and to do nothing to annoy them, If
Communist China, which last year pur-
chased E45,O000,000 worth of our corn-
muodities. in the form of wheat-

Mr, H. May: And paid for it!

Mr. MOIR: -took umbrage at some law
on our Statute book, would this Govern-
ment then take steps to remove it?
Of course not! We know perfectly
well it would not. On the other hand, if
some mining company operating in this
State saw fit to import Chinese coolie
labour, it would be quite all right with
this Government. It is a matter of money,
because money talks loudest 'with this
Government. It sings a mighty powerful
song to the members of the Brand-Court
Government.

Mr. W. Hegney: You cannot laugh that
off!

Mr. MOlR: As I said in my opening re-
marks, there are some extraordinary
features about the proposals in this mea-
sure. It would never have seen the light
of day had it not been for a court action
which took place in Port Hedland earlier
this year when action was taken against
the Japanese working on a mine at Whim
Creek.

Mr. Hawke: That's it.
Mr. Tonkin: And they're still there!

Mr. MOWR: I used the word "working"
because that is going to be important as
I develop my criticism of this measure.
The Minister on many occasions, both in
this House and outside it, has been -reported
as saying that his permission was given to

3845



3846 [ASSEIVLY.3

these People only to be on the mines as
robservIers. to watch the interests of the
,Jgfpanese m-ining company, or the Japanese
Xlfihancial source which has money invested

Withe mine,
Mr. H. May: Could not have been

weaker!
Mr. MOIR: He has gone further than

that arnd mentioned iron ore deposits. Al-
though he gets most indignant when he is
challenged with the fact that these people
are not only there in that capacity, he
knows, full well that they have been work-
ing arn the mines, actually carrying out
mining operations. indeed, they are doing
far more than that. They have been in ab-
solute control of the mine and its opera-
tions. This is well known by the Minister,
and yet he has the effrontery to attack
people who make those assertions and he
has even denied the assertions in state-
ments to the Press! Can any member
wonder that I made the certain strong
remarks I made a while ago!

Mr. H. May:, Perfect silence on that one!
Mr. MOIR: The Minister has, both in-

side Parliament and outside it, stated as a
reason why we should delete this section of
the Western Australian Act that it is con-
tained in no other mining Act in the Com-
monwealth. That is completely untrue.

Mr. Bovell: It is not untrue!
Mr. MOIR: And, what is more, it is

known to be untrue.
Mr. Bovell: It is not!
Mr. MOIR: I would advise the Minister

for Lands to wait a little while and hear
the proof I have to give, because at the
Present time he would not know what he
is talking about.

Mr. W. Hegney: That is nothing un-
usual.

Mr. Graham: Running true to form!
Mr. MOIR: He would know about as

much of mining laws as I would know
about Cape Canaveral.

Mr. Bovell: It is passing strange that
written advice has been received from
other States supporting my statements;
advice from responsible persons or from
other Ministers in other States.

Mr. MOIR: Very well. I know the Min-
ister for Mines made that statement in
another place. He enumerated the States
that were written to. The following is
what he had to say:-

I instructed the Under-Secretary
for Mines to write to the Mines De-
partment of every other State in the
Commonwealth of Australia to seek
information on this subject before I
took any action. In his letter, the
Under-Secretary pointed out that we
had section 291 in our Mining Act
and inquired whether the State to
which he had sent his letter had a

similar section in its mining legisla-
tion. The reply received from the
Commonwealth Government is ex-
tremely interesting. It stated there
was nothing in its; mining laws simni-
lar to section 291 of the Western Aus-
tralian Mining Act, and it also pointed
out that although the original mining
ordinance in the Northern Territory
was drafted along similar lines to the
Western Australian Mining Act, sec-
tion 291 was not included.

There are other places where he mentioned
the States of Queensland, New South
Wales, South Australia, and Tasmania. I
have learned since 1959 not to take any
notice of statements by Ministers of this
Goverrnent when they appear to be un-
true, without checking and obtaining proof
or otherwise of those statements. I will
remind the House that in connection with
the industrial arbitration Bill 'we had the
Minister for Labour standing up and mak-
ing an assertion that was completely un-
true, and it was proved to be completely
untrue within minutes of his sitting down.
I refer to his claim that a certain section
of the Bill that was before the House con-
tained word for word what was contained
in the New South Wales Act. But when
I read out the New South Wales provision
it was quite apparent that the Minister
was attempting to mislead the House.

The same thing applies in connection
with these statements by the Minister for
Mines. We find that in the Queensland
Mining Act there is an exclusion of
Asiatics or African aliens in no fewer than
four places. It goes further than our legis-
lation, because it excludes Polynesians. It
also excludes the descendants of those
people if they are not naturalised. One
section of t1he Act reads as follows:-

No consolidated miner's right shall
authorise the employment by virtue
thereof of an Asiatic or African alien
upon any goldfield or mineral field.

That is contained on page 440 of volume
6 of The Public Acts of Queensland.

Mr. Graham: We are entitled to an
apology from the Government.

Mr. Burt: We still have that in our Act.
Mr. MOIR: On page 442 of the same

volume, section 17, it says as follows:-
Issue of business licenses. The Gov-

ernor may cause documents to be
issued, each of which shall be called a
"business license," and shall be in
force for a period of not more than
ten years, and, subject to the provi-
sions hereinafter contained, any such
document shall be granted to any Per-
son applying for the same Upon pay-
ment of a sum at the rate of two
pounds for every year for which the
same is to be in force, and the holder
of such license shall, subject to the
regulations, be entitled to a renewal
thereof when and so often as he shall
require:
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Provided that no business license
shall be issued to any alien who by
lineage...

It goes a lot further than ours. To con-
tinue:

-- belongs to any of the Asiatic,
Afirican, or Polynesian races,' other
than members of those races who at
the date of the passing of this Act
were holders of such licenses.

Be it remembered that this Act was passed
early in the 19th century. There are two
other exclusions mentioned in the Act.

Mr. Burt: In the early 1700's? I do not
think so.

Mr. Graham: The Polynesianis them-
Selves passed it,

Mr. MOIR: Section 4, on page 444, says
as follows:-

Power to grant gold-mining lease.
The Governor may. subject to the
provisions of this Act and the Regu-
lations, grant to any Person, not being
an alien who by lineage belongs to
any of the Asiatic, African, or Poly-
nesian races, a lease to be called a
"gold-mining lease.

That is another total exclusion. The same
applies with section 30. on page 449, which
reads as follows:-

Power to grant mineral lease. The
Governor may, subject to the provi-
sions of this Act and the Regulations.
grant to any person, not being an
alien who by lineage belongs to any
of the Asiatic, African, or Polynesian
races, a lease, to be called a "mineral
lease," of any Crown land not
exempted by the next following sec-
tion but one for any or all of the un-
dermentioned purposes.

Then it goes on to state the "Undermen-
tioned" purposes which have no reference
to these people.

Mr. Grayden: Does this prevent people
from actually working in the mines?

Mr. MOIR: it prevents them from work-
ing in a mine and from holding mining
leases. It also excludes them from having
leases upon which business premises may
be built. It even goes to that extent. Some
members on the other side of the House
might say that it is an old Act, and that
it has probably been amended since then.

I am now going to quote from a bitter
article that appeared in the Queensland
publication of The Worker on Monday, the
16th September, 1963, after it became
known In that State what the Government
of Western Australia was attemping to
do. I think it will prove beyond all doubt
that those laws still exist in their State;
and these people are very perturbed in-
deed that some action will be taken by the
Government of Queensland to do what this
Government is attempting to do. Of
course, they are perturbed because the

Government in Queensland is of the same
complexion as the Government in this
State.

Mr. W. Hegney: And what a complexion!

Mr. MOIR: The article is a very forth-
right one. It appears to contain some bit-
terness in it. There are parts of this article
that I myself would not subscribe to; but,
of course, I fully support the main pur-
port of the article. On the front page of
this publication is the heading:

Government Statements Needed
Speedily.

Are Asians for North?
Is Anything Mfoot?

The article reads as follows:-
Is there anything "going on" in Aus-

tralia in an ti-Labor sources for a
planned introduction of Asian labour
into Nlorthern Australia? "The worker"
asks the question because significant
matters have been raised suggesting
that underhand work might be pro-
ceeding along these lines.

Already, in Western Australia, the
Secretary of the Westralian Branch of
the Australia Workers' Union (Mr.
P. Mitchell) was reported to have said
a few days ago that the A.W.U would
wage "an all-out fight, politically and
indus;trially, against the employment
of Asians in the mining industry:'

Mr. Mitchell was not talking for the
sake of talking.

As reported in the daily Press, he
was commenting on a Bill introduced
into the Legislative Council in W.A.
by Mr. Griffith, the anti-Labor Minis-
ter for Mines, which allegedly provides
for the deletion from the Mining Act
of a section which prevents Asians
from being employed in mines.

Mr. Mitchell said the object ap-
peared to be to allow Japanese to work
as miners at the copper mines at
Whim Creek.

Australia wants Japan's business or
whatever amount she cares to send
this way or whatever quantity that
can be encouraged to come here with-
out our selling out our national heri-
tage.

It was only the other day in the
relative course of time that Austra-
lians were actually fighting to retain
this island continent and there's many
a soldier's grave outside of the main-
land.

We don't want to perpetuate such
things for we are living in a chang-
ing world and our children are row -
ing at a rate that sweeps many things
before them.

But their future and our natural re-
sources and raw materials must not
be bartered in any way; we are not
going to stand idly by while not only
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our raw products are dug ad lib
from the bowels of Australia earth,
but (in case some monopolistic plan-
ners are thinking that way) those pro-
ducts are dug out by Japanese or other
Asian labour, and to make that gross
picture worse, while our own menfolk
were looking for Jobs.

That there are grave fears in the
minds of A.W.U. officials and mem-
bers that there might be a working
arrangement between the W.A. and
Queensland anti-Labor Governments
to introduce Asiatic Labour into the
northern Australian zones is apparent
and they have not been dissipated by
the report from Western Australia
mentioned earlier.

One thing is absolutely certain: if
there is any attempt to vary the in-
dustrial laws of Queensland, such as
during the process of amnending the
Mines Act and Regulations-

Mr. Bovell: There is no necessity to
amiend them because they provide for all
the things that this Bill desires.

Mr. MOIR: The Minister is completely
-hopeless. I have just been reading the
provisions from the Queensland Mining
Act-

Mr. Bovell: I don't care what your've
been reading.

Mr. MOIR: -which go further than
ours. The Minister does not believe the
Queensland Mining Act.

Mr. BovelI: There is a. letter here from
the Under-Secretary for Mines setthng out
the position in Queensland. I will read
it at the appropriate time.

Mr. MOIR, To continue with what I was
luoting-

-which we are reliably informed is in
train, in a way that would make it
Poss: 'ble for Asiatics to dig thalriaelves
in while digging out minerals for ex-
Port to Japan or elsewhere and there-
by jeopardising our national welfare
and industrial and immigration laws,
the Australian Workers' 'Union, and
we should well imagine, the Australian
Labor Party, would not stand idly by.

Nor, should we imagine, would it be
within the realms of the anti-Labor
Press to stangle itself into silence at
such an affront, because unless the
anti-Labor newspapers were prepared
to publish news in pages of Asian
character writings, they would soon
be out of business, and Australia would
be well on the way to oblivion as an
outpost of the Western world and as
a nation in its own right.

"The Worker" would be much hap-
pier if official Govermnental state-
ments were issued to dispel the grave
fears that are being entertained in

the minds of those who do not want
this country to be violetly or gradu-
ally absorbed as the result of an
Asiatic fifth colum using Picks and/
or modern mining equipment to gouge
out our raw materials accompanied by
skilful lobbyists slinking a-round our
State and Federal Parliaments, Pre-
cursors of the ultimate "takeover",

One canl see from that article that the
people over there feel quite strongly about
the measure that has been introduced in
this State. It must be remembered that
the Australian Workers' Union is not
what is termed a Left-wing union; it is
not guided by irresponsible people, and
in numb,.rs it is the strongest union in
Australia, being particularly strong in
Queensland. This union is guided by men
who over the years have displayed their
wisdom, and they are not stampeded into
making alarming statements.

Mr. Bovell: They are completely off the
beam this time.

Mr. MOIR: The Australian Workers'
Union is guided by men who have a full
knowledge of the legislation, and they are
aware of the responsibility which rests on
their shoulders. They have a full know-
ledge of the responsibility that they bear
towards the community of Australia. The
A.W.U. has a very proud record throughout
Australia, and it is respected not only in
this country but also in many overseas
countries. So one has to take notice of
forthright statements these people make,
as they have done on this occasion. I think
the article I read is one of the strongest
statements I have e ver read in any Aus-
tralian Workers' Union journal.

-Mr. Bovell: It is quite apparent that
the officer of the union concerned does
not know the laws of his own state.

Mr. MOIR: I suppose we have to make 1
allowances for the Minister for Lands and
his ill-informed comments.

Mr. Z3ovell: We will see about that when
I reply. The Solicitor-Ocneral in Queens-
land and the Under-Secretary for Mines in
that State expressed an opinion in writing.

Mr. MOIR: As a matter of interest, Mr.
Speaker, would the time that the Minister
for Lands is taking up now be subtracted
from the tine he is allowed when he re-
Plies to the second reading and to added
to my time? Because he is endeavouring
to take up quwte a bit of my time, and
the time of the House, too.

T1he secretary of the A.W.U. In this State
made this statement to the Press-

The Australian Workers' Union ex:
presses deep concern at the Bill that
was introduced into the Legislative
Council last week by the Minister for
Mines, Mr. Qriffith, to repeal the whole
of section 291 of the Mining Act.
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The report then quotes section 291 which
I have already read. The statement goes
on-

The object of this amendment
appears to be to allow Japanese labour
to be employed as miners and in a
general capacity around copper mines
at Whim Creek.

The Minister had previously exer-
cised his discretionary powers under
section 2 and 23 of the Miffing Act
by allowing the Japanese to take up
this mining lease. This right had pre-
viously been refused by Labor Govern-
ments in strict adherence to the White
Australia Policy. Once this section has
been repealed it gives "open sesame"
for Asiatics and Africans to be em-
ployed on mining leases irrespective of
which type of mine throughout the
State of Western Australia.

Many of the Unions' early struggles
against the Mining Companies were
brought about as a result of the em-
ployment of Chinese, Kanakas and
Afghans being employed on mines pre-
pared to accept the low rate of wage
on offer from the employers and satis-
fied to live under primitive conditions
on a very primitive diet whilst at the
same time Australian workers were
embarked upon a bitter struggle to
bring about safer and healthier work-
ing conditions and rates of pay that
would allow them and their families
to maintain a standard of living that
was being enjoyed by other sections
of the community throughout Aus-
tralia.

Much bitterness accrued as a result
of this between the Australian workers
and those to whom I have previously
referred and as a result mining camps
turned into scenes of rioting and bitter
fights.

This contemplated legislation leaves
the way wide open for a revival of the
incidents that occured and were unti-
mately resolved many years ago. It
cuts right across the White Australia
Policy of which the Australian
Workers' Union were one of the fore-
bearers and of which Governments of
this country, both Federal and State,
irrespicctive of political colour have
adhered to since its early inception.

I have just returned from a visit to
Kalgoorlie where strong protestations
have been lodged in respect to this
matter and the Australian Workers'
Union will fight the introduction of
this type of labour in the mining i n-
dustry both politically and industrially
with all the power that it can raise.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
I have been asked by the Minister for
Works t'o advise the House that certain

plans are available for inspection in the
party room situated immediately above the
Speaker's room on the first floor.
Sitting suspended frm 12..T0 to 2.15 P.m.

Mr. MOIR: Prior to the suspension for
luncheon I had cited to the House
examples of the widespread hostility that
has been shown by responsible people to
this proposed legislation. Particular con-
cern has been expressed by people in the
mining industry over the fact that the
Government would bring such a proposal
before Parliament-mainly by the workers
engaged in that industry, anid also by
mining men who hold the highest quali-
fications it is possible to hold in the min-
ing world.

Those who hold certificates as mine
managers have expressed their concern to
me over what has occurred at Whim
Creek. They have said that they should
never be placed in the position, in follow-
ing their occupation in the mining indus-
try, of having to be engaged by people
who are arrogant and who are completely
contemptuous of the mining laws. They
have complete control over those under
them, the working conditions, and the
mines in which the men work. I would
point out that the qualifications held by
the technical mining men in this State,
including mine managers and mine super-
visors, are extremely high indeed. Before
obtaining their certificates they have to
appear before a board of examiners, set up
under the Mines Regulation Act, to prove
to that board that they hold all the quali-
fications necessary to earn such a certifi-
cate.

In the Whim Creek mining field they
have been subject to indignities from the
Japanesa engaged there and they have

found them to be intolerable. Some have
resigned and some have been sacked by
the Japanese. As aL result of one man tak-
ing exception to the Japanese being on
that mine, a case was brought before the
court. So that members can fully com-
prehend what I have just said, it must
be understood that the qualified mining
Men in this State have no peer among
mining men engaged on major mining
operations throughout the world-in
America, Canada. South America, Malaya,
and the Fiji Islands. And, indeed, in other
avenues of employment their knowledge of
the operations entailed in the winning of
ore from the ground is a valuable adjunct
to the operation being carried out; and I
have in mind, particularly, the Snowy
Mountain Project, where not only many
of our technical men hold high positions,
but also numbers of our mine workers.

Our mine workers are without peer in
any mining country of the world. That
is well recognised in mining circles. From
the various statements and utterances of
the Minister for Mines, one would think
that this provision in our Act is something
really unique. I have given instances of



3850 ASSflIBLY. I

similar provisions in the Queensland Min-
ing Act: and, although I have not been
able to get a completely up-to-date copy
of the Queensland Act, I base my assump-
tion that these provisions are still there,
on the very strong article written in the
Queensland Worker, where the people con-
cerned have expressed their intention to
take all Possible steps to see the provi-
sion is not deleted from their Act.

It would be foolish for them to write
such an article, if the position in Queens-
land were not as I have represented it.
I have no doubt that the Government will
try to make representations on that score.
As I have said before, we have had Pre-
vious experience of the Government's as-
sertions with regard to the laws of other
States, and these assertionz have been
found to be completely unfounded.

If it is so desirable to delete this pro-
vision from our Mining Act because it
gives offence to know it is there, why
is it not removed from the other sections
of our law? In the Mining Act itself it
is still retained in another provision. It
does not relate to employment, but it is
an exclusion of Asiatics and African aliens.
In section 24 of the Mining Act, on page
14, we find the following:-

No Asiatic or African alien shall hold
any interest by virtue of a miner's
right, nor shall any person of Asiatic
or African race, claiming to be a Bri-
tish subject, he entitled to hold any
such interest without the authority, in
writing, of the Minister first obtained.

Mr. BoyS!: There Sn, of course, a proviso.
Mr. MOIR: The Minister for Lands

should not be quite so smart and jump
the gun. I am quite aware that there is
a proviso. But we must appreciate that
the section with which we are dealing con-
tains no such proviso.

Mr. Boveli: It will do wi my amend-
ment on the notice paper.

Mr. MOIR: We find the same exclusion
in section 23 of the Mining Act. I won-
der whether the Minister for Lands would
have a Plausible explanation as to why this
Provision is in our Constitution Acts
Amendment Act, a printer-' prccf ol which
was recently distributed around the House
by a Minister of the Crown? We find
there is an exclusion of such people in that
Act: On page '7 of the Constitution Acts
Amendment Act, in section 15, we find the
following:-

Provided also that-
(i) no aboriginal native of Asia

(except British India), Africa
or Islands of the Pacific (ex-
cept New Zealand) or person
of the half-blood, shall be en-
titled to be registered unless
he is a person who was regis-
tered as an elector prior to

the thirty-first day of Decem-
ber, 1933, but the disqualifi-
cations created by this para-
graph of, this proviso shall not
apply to any person who is a
naturalised subject.

Mr. Bovell: That is like the flowers that
bloom in the Spring-it has nothing to do
with the case.

Mr. MOTR: I am forced to the conclu-
sion, by some of the puny remarks of the
MUiister for Lands that so far as his know-
ledge of the Bill is concerned, he, too, has
nothing to do with the case. As I have
said, we now find the Minister for Mines
making assertions that he gave permission
for the Japanese not to be employed, but
to be present on the minfing leases at
Whim Creek for the purpose of seeing
that certain machinery was installed at the
place where it should be, and to watch the
interests of the Japanese who have a fin-
ancial interest in that mine.

We know beyond all doubt that these
people were engaged in work there. They
were not there in the sense that the Min-
ister said; and, of course, we know full
well that the Minister has been aware,
ever since this case took place in
February of this year in the warden's court,
that not only were these men working on
the mine in various occupations, but they
were in complete control of the mine. Evi-
dence which was given before the warden's
court, and which the warden mentioned in
his summing up, has not been repuiated.
Later on I will read the warden's com-
ments.

We also find that the Minister f Or Mines.
when introducing the Bill in another place,
made the assertion that Asian students
who came to this country under the Col-
ombo Plan were Prohibited from following
their studies on the goldfields because they
were unable to obtain practical experience
on the mines. That is completely false.
From time to time over the years we have
had Asian students at the School of Mines
in Kalgoorlie. and it has been the custom
for them to put in a bit of time in vari-
ous capacities around the mines in order
to gain practical experience that would
allow them to pass their examinations
prior to returning to their own countries
and engaging in mining occupations. Never
to my knowledge, has a voice been raised
in protest against the presence of these
people.

Mr. Burt: It is contravening the Act,
isn't it?

Mr. MOTH: The member for Murchison
says it is contravening the Act. If the
member for Murchison is upset about that,
may I remind him that we get innumerable
instances of Acts being contravened by
Ministers of the Crown, which leads me to
the question: Where does the member for
Murchison stand on this matter?
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Dr. Henn: He will tell you later on.
Mr. MOIR: it is quite apparent that the

Government would not have dared con-
template bringing this legislation before
the Chamber if it were not assured of the
full support and compliance of the member
for Murchison. He represents a seat which
largely contains mining interests where
it could be expected considerable exception
would be taken to this amendment to the
Mining Act. I have no doubt at all that
before the Government gave very much
consideration to this measure It consulted
the member for Mvurchison, because he re-
presents the Government's majority in this
House, and without his willing acquiescence
it would be impossible to put this measure
through the Chamber.

So I regard the member for Murchison
as being equally culpable with the Coy-
ermnent, as far as this measure is con-
cerned. It is quite apparent he gives full
support to the proposal of the Govern-
ment. I do not wonder at that because
the member for Murchison is a director
of mining companies and, no doubt, at
some future time he might wish to engage
some of these people.

Mr. Brand: That is the sort of thing we
would expect.

Mr. MOIR: When contentious measures.
such as those affecting workers' compensa-
tion, come before this Chamber the mem-
ber for Murchison is silent. He does not
explain his attitude or the reason why
he is supporting the Government; he
silently votes with the Government in re-
gard to Bills of that kind-and that in-
cludes the divisions taken. On this oc-
casion I think it is imperative, so far as
he is concerned, that he stand up in this
Chamber, when he has an opportunity, to
justify his attitude on this Bill.

Mr. Court: He will.
Mr. W. A. Manning: You haven't given

him a chance yet.
Mr. MOIR: Before the member for

Murchison interjected I was dealing with
statements made by the Minister for Mines
in another place concerning Asian stud-
ents. I repeat that no exception has been
taken to Asian students obtaining practical
experience in the mining industry in this
State for the reason that most people are
desirous that these students be qualified In
their occupation. Another important factor
is that these Asian students occupy no
position of authority when they are on
the mines.

Mr. Flecher: Do they get paid while they
are there?

Mr. MOIR.: Yes; I presume they do. of
course, if any of these students wanted
to carry out an occupation that came
under the category of an award the rele-
vant unions could object, because in the
rules of the Australian Workers' Union
there is a provision that precludes the

membership of these people. That could
present another complicating feature if
this proposal of the Government becomes
law. It is an offence for any member of
the A.W.U. to work with non-union labour;
and Asians are prohibited by virtue of
the fact that the constitution of the A.W.U.
is registered by the court. They cannot
be members of the union.

The Minister for Mines had this to say
in. another place, and I quote from page
1053 of Mansard, No. 8, when he was
directing his remarks to The Hon.
J. Dolan, member for the West Province-

Does Mr. Dolan know there are
Asians in the School of Mines at Kal-
goorlie? The Colombo Plan enal~les
the education of Asians In various
schools of Western Australia. we
have them at the University. They
can work in any other toxin of in-
dustry but the mining industry. They
can work behind the counter in Boans;
they can work for B.H.P. at Swinana,
provided it is not on a mining lease;
but as soon as they go on to a mine
they are subject to prosecution. I do
not know how many there are in the
School of Mines at the moment.

After interjections, he continued-
We have the ridiculous situation

where they can study the full curri-
culumn in the School of Mines; but
when it comes to obtaining practical
experience, they are not allowed to go
to a mine because somebody would say
they were working onl that mine,-and
they would render themselves liable to
prosecution. I saw an Asian this
morning in a Government building. 1
am not sure of this, but he could be
working for the Western Australian
Government.

Following on that statement, The Hon. J.
Dolan, of West Province, directed a ques-
tion to the Minister in another place. It
was as follows:-

(1) How many Asiatic students were
enrolled at the School of Mines,
Kalgoorlie, for-
(a) 1961;
(b) 1962; and
(c) 1963?

(2) H-ow many of these students were
prevented, by any obstacle what-
ever, from doing all or any part
of the practical work associated
with the course they were taking?

(3) If there were any such students,
how many were there and what
was the nature of obstacles
encountered?

The Minister replied as follows:-
(1) 1961-4 students.

1962-6 students.
1963-S students.



FASSEMBLY,)

(2) and (3) Mines have in the past
provided vacational employment
for students, but, as a result, have
been in technical breach of sec-
tion 291.

The Minister's assertion in the House was
entirely without foundation. It was com-
pletely false. In fact, there was a tech-
nical breach of section 291. Had there
been any Asian student prevented at any
time, no doubt the Minister would have
been quick to point that out and to give
an instance, It is apparent that he could
not do so. He completely disqualifies the
statement that he made to the effect that
Asian students were not allowed to obtain
practical experience in mines.

Some of the statements made by the
Minister for Mines are quite remarkable.
In studying them one can see the trend
of his thoughts. He Implies that these
people will be prevented from doing this
and that, when nothing of the sort has
happened. On page 1052 of Hansard the
Minister is reported to have said the fol-
lowing:-

If the clause is passed, Asiatics com-
ing to Western Australia to examine
our minerals with a view to buy-
ing them will be able to go on to the
mining areas without the risk of being
prosecuted. I do not agree that
Asiatics will come here en masse to
work. If members do not accept this
as an honest and commonsense ex-
planation of the situation then I can-
not help it.

The Minister knows full well that Asiatics
have been permitted to inspect our min-
ing areas: as a matter of fact, to make
the most detailed examination of them.
That is well known to the Minister. Yet
he implies that somehow they will be pre-
vented from doing so. I have never heard
of such subterfuge in all my life. I can
come to only one conclusion: that they
were deceitful statements.

Under the previous Government, when I
had the honour to be the Minister for
Mines, the Japanese had no obstacle placed
in their way. On the contrary, they were
given every facility to inspect the deposits
of minerals in this State. They were
treated with every courtesy. Of course,
while it is the duty of all of us to treat any
people anywhere with every courtesy, we
do not have to embrace them; we do not
have to take them to our bosom, as this
Government is apparently set on doing.

I made the statement before that the
Minister for mines knew perfectly well
that the Japanese at Whlm Creek were
not there in the capacity in which he as-
serted they were, because of the evidence
that came out in the court, and for other
reasons that I will give shortly. As I have
stated previously, there are some very re-
markable aspects of this whole sorry busi-
ness.

There have been questions directed to
the Minister by myself and by other mem-
bers of Parliament, both here and in an-
other place. The answers to those ques-
tions are rather illuminating in assessing
the attitude of the Minister for Mines to
his responsibilities in carrying out the
duties of his omfce; hence my statement
earlier in may remarks concerning what I
thought of his attitude.

We find that the people at Whim Creek
have been arrogant, and contemptuous of
our laws, and have ridden roughshod aver
those people they have wanted to. It is
strongly apparent that they have put con-
siderable pressure on the Minister for
mines and on the Government to accede
to their wishes in regard to amending this
legislation. It is also quite apparent that
these people disregard our laws, as also
does the Minister; hence my remarks
concerning his attitude and his having
absolutely no consideration for safe-
guarding the health and lives of our People
who work In these mines. I have every
reason for saying that.

We find there Is another Act which is
vital to the mining industry. The Act is
known as the Mines Regulation Act. It sets
out the law in regard to the working and
control of mines; it deals with the health
provisions in mines; it deals with safety
measures to be taken: and it deals with
the qualifications that people shall have
before they are permitted to engage in
this occupation. However, we find that
this Act has been largely ignored; and, of
course, with the connivance of the Min-
ister-who, mark you, Sir, has sworn ani
oath of office to uphold the laws of this
State.

Mr. Bove]]: And he carries them out.

Mr. MOIR: I suppose that In matters of
expediency some laws are ignored at times.
Some laws arc not of very great import-
ance. But I put it to you, Mr. Speaker.
that the law which governs the operation
of such a hazardous occupation as mining
should be observed in every detail, and
without any reservations at all by the Min-
ister who is charged with the responsibility
to see that that law is carried out.

Under the provisions of this Act aL sub-
department of the Mines Department is
set up to carry out inspections and see
that the law is observed. The officers of
this department, of course, are all subject
to the Minister; and I say that the present
Minister for Mines has put the officers of
that department in a very invidious Posi-
tion indeed.

I want to say now, as I have said on
many occasions In this House before, that
I have a very high regard for the Mines
Department of this State. I think It is
one of the most effcient departments we
have, and it has certainly been a tower of
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strength to the mining industry of West-
ern Australia. We have highly qualified
officers of the Public Service who direct
different aspects of the Mines Depart-
ment but they are niot in a position
to supervise mines, because they do not
have the qualifications to do that work.
However, there are men in the Mines De-
partment who have the qualifications to
supervise mines; they must have those
qualifications before they can be appointed
to their positions. They are qualified min-
ing men; they know the Mines Regula-
tion Act from the front page to the back
page. They know everything that is re-
quired of them.

But I put it to the H-ouse: What an in-
vidious position these people who are
charged with the responsibility of carry-
ing out those laws are in when they know
that their own Minister, who has full
jurisdiction over them, is not prepared to
see the law carried out. We must remem-
ber, too, that the Minister has power to
dismiss these people, and I know that a
lot of concern is felt by some of the officers;
in his department over the happenings at
Whim Creek. They are greatly disturbed
and perturbed about it. Obviously I can-
not say here who told me or what they told
me: but that is how they feel. They are
the officers in the department who are
charged with the responsibility of carry-
Ing out the law, and they are greatly per-
turbed at the situation which obtains to-
day.

No mining company in the history of
Western Australia, since the Mines Regu-
lation Act has been in force-and that
Is upwards of 60 years-has been able to
break with impunity the provisions that
are laid down in that Act. But these
people from Japan can do so. They not
only do It but they also have the conniv-
ance of the Minister in doing it. These
are not technical breaches, but they are
very serious breaches indeed. This break-
ing of the law is done with the full know-
ledge and connivance of the Minister, be-
cause when he had knowledge of what was
happening he could have stopped it Im-
mediately. But the Minister has not done
that; on the Minister's own admission he
has not done It.

I desire to draw the attention of the
House to some questions I directed to the
Minister representing the Minister for
Mines on Tuesday. the 8th October, 1963.
The first and second questions I asked read
as follows:-

(1) Will he supply the respective dates
on which he approved of the
presence of the Japanese Inoue,
Dalmura. Yoshida, Suzuki, and
Nagino at the copper mine situ-
ated at Whim Creek?

(2) For what Period in each case was
this approval granted?

The Minister's reply was very interesting
indeed. It reads as follows:-

(1) and (2) A letter dated the 30th
November, 1962, was written to
the Depuch Shipping & Mining
Co. Pty. Ltd. as follows:-

Whim Creek Copper
I am directed by the Hon. Min-
ister for Mines to acknowledge
receipt of your letter of the 14th
instant and to advise you that,
after giving careful considera-
tion to your request, he is agree-
able to the four men referred
to by you remaining as expert
advisers during the plant erec-
tion at Whim Creek, and that
thereafter two men not em-
ployed in any way by the
Depuch Company, but purely
Dow& Company employees and
representatives, might be per-
mitted to stay subject to annual
review.

Members will note the date. It was the
30th day of the 11th month of 1982 when
the Minister gave these people permission
to be present on the mine. But from
sworn evidence given before the court It
was Quite apparent that these people were
on the mine in April- of that year. Does
anyone mean to tell me that the Minister
did not know they were on the mine? He
gave permission on the 30th November,
1962, and yet the people were there in
April 1962. If those people were on the
mine, and working there in April, con-
trary to the Minister's wishes, or without
his approval why, when they asked for
his approval, did he not refuse to give
It; or, having given It In ignorance of the
fact that these people were on the mine
In April, when It was proved beyond all
doubt in February of this year that they
were on the mine, why did he not Instantly
order their removal?

But he did not do so: and, of course, it
is not hard to understand why. The Min-
ister has been just as easy with far more
Important sections of the Mines Regula-
tions Act or, as it was in this case, the
Mining Act. Therefore, in question No. 3.
I asked the Minister the following-

(3) Did he approve of these mnen being
employed to Perform mining
work? If so, in what capacity?

To which the Minister for Lands replied,
"No." if the Minister found that these
men were working on the mine, contrary
to the permission that he had given, why
did he not then take action, or why has
he not taken action since? Of course
there is no evidence of any action being
taken by the Minister. The fourth question
I asked reads-

(4) Were these men required to com-
ply with the Provisions of reg-
lations 250 and 251 of the Mines
Regulation Act?
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And again the Minister'a answer was
"NO." I will show the House just how
important regulations 250 and 251 of the
Mines Regulation Act are. Regulation 251
reads as follows:-

No person known to be suffering from
tuberculosis of the respiratory organs
shall enter a mine for the purpose of
working therein as a mine worker and
no owner or manager shall knowingly
employ any such person in any mine.

That was not complied with. Before any
person-it does not matter who he is; it
even applies to the manager of a mine-
can obtain employment on a wine, he
must submit himself to an X-ray and a
clinical examination to ascertain whether
he has tuberculosis. It is quite apparent
why such a precaution is taken: because
we cannot permit people suffering from
such aL disease to come into contact with
those working in -the mining industry.
Those who work in the mining industry
have their lungs weakened over the years
by the onset and action of silica, which, of

-course, brings about silicosis.
These people with a weakened lung con-

dition are naturally more susceptible to
tuberculosis than the ordinary person.
Again, of course, the miner Is more sus-
ceptible because he works under such con-
ditions; and if a person with tuberculosis
that is infectious, and another person
are working in a confined space to-
gether, as they do in a mine, it is all the
mare easy for the latter to contract the
disease. Section 251 states--

(1) No person shall be employed as
a mine worker in any mine unless he
has first been examined by the Com-
monwealth Health Laboratory and is-
sued with the initial certificate in the
Form No. 2 in the Schedule to these
regulations, stating that he is not suf-
fering from tuberculosis, pneumoco-
niosis, silicosis . .. and is In other re-
spects physically fit for work as a
mine worker.

There are many other diseases mentioned
in that section, but I do not think it is
necessary to read them all. Particularly
heavy penalties arc Imposed on people who
break that law. No mining company is
permitted to employ a person who is not
the holder of what is called an initial cer-
tificate in form 2.

A person in possession of that certi-
cate, and working on a mime, must submit
himself to examination at regular inter-
vals, when required to do so by the Com-
monwealth Health Laboratory. If at any
time he is discovered to have contracted
tuberculosis, he is immediately prohibited
from working in a mine. in a case where
it cannot be determined without some
lengthy examination, the person is not al-
lowed to work in a mine, and he is sub-
ject to an examination. He is generally
sent here to Perth, to the Sir Charles

Gairdner Hospital, where he is kept under
observation. I have known such People to
be kept here for a month or two before
a determination is made that they have
not contracted tuberculosis, when they are
allowed to return to the mining industry.

In the case where it is proved that aL
person has contracted tuberculosis he. of
course, undergoes curative treatment; and,
after he is free from the disease, he can-
not return to the mining industry, except
under certain restrictions. The Mine
Workers' Relief Act sets out the require-
ments in this regard. That Act is also
one that comes under the jurisdiction of
the Minister for Mines. So in not seeing
that the law is carried out, the Minister
for Mines is culpable In both these in-
stances. Section 8 (1) of the Mine
Workers' Relief Act deals with the prohibi-
tion of miners, and it mentions tubercu-
losis. Section 8 (2) states-

Any mine worker who falls when
required as aforesaid to submit him-
self to any medical examination for
the purposes aforesaid at the time and
place stated in the requisition, shall
be guilty of an offence against this
Act.

Penalty: Fifty pounds.
In another section of the Act there is a
penalty set down of £50, and £2 for every
day it continues. Subsection (3) of section
13 states,-

....Any mine worker who works and
any employer who employs a per-
son as a mine worker in contraven-
tion of this section shall be guilty of
an offence against this Act.

Penalty, Fifty pounds, and In addi-
tion a daily penalty of forty shillings
for every day or part of a day during
which the offence continues.

When it is remembered that that penalty
was there In 1932, and when we consider
the difference in the value of money at
that time and today, we can see it was In-
tended that the penalty in the Act should
be a heavy one. I might say that, in all
my long experience of mining, this is the
first Instance I have known of the provi-
sions of the Mines Regulation Act being
broken in that regard. On the Minister's
own admission we find that these do not
apply.

Question No. (5) which I asked the Min-
ister reads as follows.

Were any in possession of the
initial certificate form No. 2 as re-
quired by the regulations? if not,
why not?

The Minister said "No," but he did not
say why they were not in possession.

I further asked the Minister-
Were any in possession of an auth-

orised mine surveyor's certificate as
per regulations- 224, 226, and 227 of the
Mines Regulation Act?
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Again the answer was "No." These reg-u-
lations are very important, and have a
direct bearing on the position of the em-
ployment of Japanese on the mines. Under
the heading of Plans and Surveys in the
Mines Regulation Act we find the follow-
ing:-

Persons Authorised to Make Surveys
and Draw Plans.

224. Surveys shall be made and
plans shall be drawn in compliance
with sections forty-seven and forty-
eight of the Act by-

(a) a licensed surveyor of the
State; or

(b) an authorised mine surveyor
of the State, that is to say.a person who holds the certi-
ficate of mine surveyor from
the School of Mines of West-
ern Australia, or who holds
certificates from any other
School of Mines, University
or Technical College deemed
equivalent thereto by the Sur-
vey Hoard, referred to In the
next succeeding regulation
and who produces to that
board satisfactory evidence
that he has assisted to make
underground surveys for not
less than twelve months
under the supervision of a
surveyor qualified under this
regulation or under that of a
surveyor in Australia or New
Zealand whose qualifications
are deemed to be equivalent
thereto by that board.

So one can see that very stringent con-
ditions are laid down as to who shall even
be entitled to hold these surveys. Regu-
lation 225 states--

A Survey Board shall be appointed
to examine the qualifications of appli-
cants to make surveys and draw plans
under the provisions of the last pre-
ceding regulation and shall consist
of-

(a) the State Mining Engineer,
who shall be chairman there-
of;

(b) a nominee of the Surveyor-
General;

(c) a nominee of the Institute of
Mining Surveyors of Western
Australia.

one can therefore see that the members
of the Survey Board are highly Qualified
and responsible People. Regulation 226
states-

The Board shall examine the quali-
fications of each applicant for autho-
rity to make surveys and draw plans
under the provisions of regulation 224
and, if satisfied with such qualifica-
tions and with the character of the

applicant, shall issue him with a cer-
tificate as an authorised mine surveyor
for the State.

He has to have not only the requisite
qualifications, but also a good character.

Regarding the evidence of qualifications
to be submitted with application, regula-
tion 227 states-

Each applicant for a certificate as
authorised mine surveyor shall supply
with his application, documentary evi-
dence as to his technical qualifications,
a letter or letters certifying to his
term of underground surveying ex-
perience and evidence as to sobriety
and character, The board may reject
any candidate if not satisfied as to
his character.

Very stringent conditions are laid down
for the granting of these certificates. They
have very important work to perform, and
that is the reason the regulations are so
stringent.

The answer to a question I asked In this
House as to whether any of the Japanese
employed at the Whim Creek mine were
in possession of such qualifications, was
"No." According to the evidence given In
the case heard In Port Hediiand, it was
proved that one of the Japanese had acted
in the capacity of mine surveyor and had
undertaken surveys both on the surface
and underground.

There is a very important requirement
in respect of surveying, and that Is laid
down in the Act. The Mines Regulation
Act contains 61 sections covering all
aspects of mine operation, and there are
258 regulations made thereunder. In sec-
tion 47 of the Act, under the heading of
"Plans" the following is stated:-

(1) If requi red by the inspector. the
owner, agent or manager of every
mine shall keep at the office at the
mine accurate plans of the workings
of such mine, made from actual survey
in accordance with prescribed regula-
tions, and, at intervals of not more
than six months, all additional under-
ground workings and extensions made
since the previous survey was effected
shall be surveyed and delineated on
the plans, and no such workings shall
be filled up or allowed to fall into
disrepair before they have been so
surveyed and delineated.

(2) In the month of March follow-
ing any such requirement the owner,
agent or manager shall furnish to the
Minister certified copies of such plans,
showing thereon, as far as possible, all
the underground workings carried out
up to the preceding thirty-first day of
December; and thereafter during the
month of March in every year he shall
furnish to the Minister copies of plans
showing such workings and extensions
of workings as have been effected dur-
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jag the twelve months expiring on the
next preceding thirty-first day of De-
cember.

Then it goes on to state that certified
copies of the plan shall be deposited in
such place as the Minister may appoint.
That section further provides-

(4) If, on receipt of any such plan
the Minister has reason to believe that
the same is incorrect or Incomplete,
he may, in his discretion, cause a
check survey to be made of the under-
round workings of the mine by a
mining surveyor, and if the said plan
is proved to be incorrect or Incomplete
in any material respect, the owner,
agent, or manager shall pay the cost
of such survey and all expenses in-
curred in connection therewith, and
such costs and expenses shall be re-
coverable as a. debt due to His Majesty.

(6) If the owner, agent, or manager
of any mine, after being required so
to do, fails to keep a plan, or wilfully
refuses to produce the same or to
allow It to be examined or copied
under subsection (5) of this section,
or knowingly conceals any part of the
workings of his mine, or produces. a
plan imperfect or Incorrect within his
knowledge, he shall be guilty of an
offence against this Act.

When I asked a question in this House
as to whether plans of the Whim Creek
mine, as required uinder section 47 of the
Mines Regulation Act, had been lodged,
and if so by whom they were supplied-
because I wanted to know if a surveyor
licensed uinder this Act had drawn them
up-the Minister replied-

Lodgment of certified copies of plans
under section 47? (2) has not Yet been
required.

That answer floored me. It is quite correct
to say that section 47 (2) provides that
certified plans shall be supplied when re-
quired by the Minister; but to think the
Minister did not require the certified plans
of this mine to be lodged is beyond me.
It indicates how incompetent is the present
Minister for Mines.

Mr. Grayden: Have you looked at sec-
tion 5 of the Act? it gives the Governor
the power to exempt any mine or class of
mine.

Mr. MOIR: I am quite aware of that.
If the mining expert for South Perth will
bear with mae a bit longer I shall show
him why I am so deeply concerned with
the failure of the Minister to require the
plans to be lodged.

The Whim Creek mine bad not been
worked for many years before it was
opened up again. As far as I can ascer-
tain it closed down in 1915 after having
operated for some years in the early part
of the century. I am Informed by a very
reliable source that a fire broke out In the
underground workings of this mine, and

a lot of the timber was consumed by the
flames. During the long period when the
mine was closed down aL large number of
falls of earth occurred. The mine has
now been reopened for about two years.
and fresh workings have been opened up.
Of course it is very vital for this mine to
be surveyed properly, and for a copy of
the plans to be made available.

We have only to recall some-of the hap-
penings which have taken place in the
mining industry in recent times. We know
it is a hazardous occupation and that
serious accidents have occurred, many of
which were caused by falls of earth. Mem-
bers may recall that in the last few weeks
a very serious accident occurred in a mine
in Germany, where the miners were in-
terred as a result of the collapse of work-
ings and the Inrush of water. Bores had
to be sunk from the surface to rescue
them. Likewise in the U.S.A., a few weeks
before that accident, a similar one oc-
curred.

If there are no certified plans of mines
available how will rescue operations be
directed by the responsible authorities,
especially in view of the fact that under
the legislation before us we could have in
Western Australia people in charge of
mines who know nothing about our main-
Ing laws, and probably cannot speak Eng-
lish? They would be a complete loss in
the event of a tragedy occurring in those
mines. That would have happened in this
State many years ago if it had not been
for the provision of accurate plans which
have saved loss of life.

There was one accident which is well-
known to many people in Western Austra-
lia. and that was the occurrence at the
mine north of Coolgardie at a place called
Bonnie Vale. Owing. to a thunderstorm
and flooding of the surface, water rushed
down into the shaft and trapped a miner.
Fortunately he was trapped where there
was a rise at the end of a tunnel and
air was forced in and locked In that sec-
tion. This enabled the miner to stay
there, because he had sufficient air and
the water did not reach him. However, he
was there for upwards of a week Or more.

Mr. W. Hegacy: Eight days. That was
Varischetti, wasn't it?

Mr. MOIR: Yes. They had to send to
Fremantle to obtain a diver by the name
of Hughes. There was also another one.

Mr. W. Hegney: Diver Hearn.
Mr. MOIR: That is right. He lived in

Kalgoorlie, but was an experienced diver.
They obtained equipment and made these
men conversant with the plan of the mine:
because, with the onrush of water, timbers
had been dislodged and all sorts of debris
was rushed down the mine. However, be-
cause accurate plans of the mine were
available, and they were able to inform the
divers approximately where the man was
working, he was finally rescued.
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A special train was run from Fremantle
to bring Hughes and the diving equipment
up to Coolgardie, and after a lot of very
dangerous work on the part of those two
divers, finally diver Hughes brought Vanis-
chetti out of what could have been his
tomb. Although that accident occurred
many years ago, the same type of acci-
dent could occur these days. We know
already that various accidents do take Place
in mines from time to time. Falls of earth
are experienced under which miners get
buried. Sometimes. unfortunately, they
are not alive when they are brought out;
on other occasions they are rescued with
serious injuries; sometimes they are rescued
miraculously without any injury.

Therefore it is beyond comprehension
to realise that a Minister for Mines does
not insist on plans being supplied to him
or his department. Evidently as far as
these people are concerned they can write
their own ticket in connection with our
mining laws.

I went on to ask the Minister whether
these men were the holders of certificates
under regulations 30 and 31. Regulation
30 deals with the examination and cer-
tification of mine managers, and in regula-
tion 31 there is provision for a certificate
of proficiency and for underground super-
visor's and mine manager's certificates.
The answer I received to the inquiry was
that they were not the possessors of these
certificates.

Of course, if they were there merely
as Supervisors to supervise the erection of
machinery and that sort of thing, it would
not be necessary for them to hold certi-
ficates; but the fact was that they were
working on the mine and directing the
men, and therefore they did have to have
the certificates. But they did not have
the certificates, and the Minister for Mines
knew they did not. Therefore this proves
beyond doubt that the Minister for Mines
is not prepared to ensure that the regula-
tions and the Act are adhered to. He is
prepared, on the other hand, to condone
the non-compliance.

We can see, from a perusal of the regu-
lations and the Act, how very important
it is considered by the People who comn-
Piled the Act that these provisions should
be included and obeyed. Under the Act
a manager must be a highly qualified per-
son as is contained in the following de-
finition in section 4 of the Act:-

"manager" means the person having
immediate charge and direction of
the mining operations on any mine,
and includes a mine manager ap-
pointed under this Act, and anly
deputy appointed by a manager.

Let me say that strict provisions are
laid down In the Act as to the presence
of a mine manager on a mine, in Posses-
sion of not only a mine manager's certifi-
cate, but a supervisor's certificate as well.
The reason I refer to this is that the Min-

ister knows now-if he did not know be-
fore-that one of these Japanese was in
control of the mine and was directing
operations without being in Possession of
the requisite qualifications under the Mines
Regulation Act. Sections 24 and 25 of that
Act read-

24. (1) Within one month after
notification has been given by the in-
spector to the owner of a mine that
a registered manager is required, and
thereafter until permission of the in-
spector has been obtained by the
owner to dispense with such manager
or until the mine is abandoned, every
mine shall be under the control and
daily supervision of a registered
manager.

(2) The appointment of every
manager shall be notified, in writing
by the person appointing him, to the
inspector or warden of the golddield
or mineral field or the mining regis-
trar of the district in which the mine
is situated, within fourteen days after
his appointment, and eveny fresh ap-
pointment shall be notified in a like
manner.

(3) Where the mine is situated out-
side of a goldfield or mineral field the
appointment shall be notified to the
Under Secretary for Mines.

(4) If any manager is incapacitated
from performing his duties, or is
about to be absent from the mine for
more than five days, he, or the owner
or agent, shall appoint some fit per-
son to act as deputy manager during
such incapacity or absence, and shall
notify such appointment to the in-
spector, warden, mining registrar or
Under Secretary for Wilnes.

25. (1) The underground work-
ings of every mine employing twenty-
five or more men underground shall
be under the control and daily super-
vision of an underground manager,
who may be the registered manager,
and who shall be the holder of a
Mine Manager's Certificate of Com-
petency or Service under this Act, or
of a certificate deemed equivalent
thereto by the Hoard of Examiners.

Members can see the stringent provisions
laid down.

Mr. Orayden: All these matters are
covered by section 8.

Mr. MOIR: That, of course, is not right.
We have had quite a lot of experience of
the member for South Perth, and we know
he is Prone to make irresponsible state-
ments and to seize on Points which he tries
to twist around. I think the House is well
enough acquainted with him not to worry
much about him.

Mr. Grayden: Read section 5.
Mr. Norton: The member for South

Perth can read it when he makes his
speech.

Mr Cirayden: I will.
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Mr. MOIR: It might appear that I am
taking up a lot of the time of the House,
but this is a very important matter to the
people I represent. They are greatly con-
cerned about it and they will be even more
concerned when they know how the law
is allowed to be completely disregarded;
how the Minister for Mines seems to be
completely happy about the non-observ-
ance of the law; and how this Govern-
ment is prepared to throw our Mining Act
wide open to allow People to come into
the industry; and I point out that if those
People are not allowed to ignore the law
they will then attempt to bring pressure
on the Government of the day so that
they may be allowed to break the law; or,
if necessary, so that the Government will
have the law amended.

The Minister for Mines in attempting to
justify his action when trying to get the
legislation through the other Chamber
naturally anticipated the opposition he
would get. He, of course, tried the old
trick of branding the opposition as politi-
cal opposition. So quite naturally, as I
mentioned earlier, the principal union in
mining affairs in this State immediately
took serious umbrage at the action of the
Minister; and this is what the Minister
had to say about it-

The tenor of the debate shows that
this is purely a political approach by
the Labor Party, obviously dictated
by the attitude of the A.W.U.-

Then he goes on to mnake a most astonish-
ing statement-

-but I am sure that that organisation.
if it knew the correct position, would
not have been stirred up at all.

When it knows" the correct position, as
outlined here, it will certainly become stir-
red up: it will be more than stirred up.
Here is an extract from the Minister's
speech; and I will be quoting quite a few
of these extracts to show that the Minister
was at all times asserting that these people
were only there for technical reasons; that
they were not there to work. This is an
extract from Mansard-

I merely wish to give these people
permission to technically supervise the
installation of any equipment.

In his introductory remarks on the Bill
he made that assertion. He gave reasons,
of course. He mentioned the Japanese in-
terest in minerals In this State, and he
said-

Approaches which have been made
to Japan have come generally fromn
the Western Australian deposit holders
and, quite naturally, the Japanese
desire their own geologists and engi-
neers to examine likely depositis and
obtain firsthand knowledge of them.

It is understandable they would also
want to exercise some supervision
during the plant erection period where
Japanese equipment might be used.
There would appear to be no reason-

able cause for objection being taken to
their experts being granted such
facilities. On the other hand, it has
been incumbent on the department to
advise the Japanese of the provision
contained in section 291. Bearing in
wind however, that provision of the
section, when the matter was referred
to we I gave permission for Japanese
to he at a mine for the purpose of the
supervision of the installation of some
Japanese equipment that was being
installed, and in doing so I had no in-
tention whatever of breaking the law.

What a statement! The Minister had no
intention of breaking the law. Yet he
has had absolute proof on sworn testimony,
given in a court of law, that the law has
been broken right and left; and
still he takes no action. Evidently a per-
son can break the law with impunity with
this Minister so long as that person is an
Asian; because I know that other mining
operators in the State would not be allowed
to break the law. The Minister went on to
say-

T-wo Western Australian share-
holders in the company, because of
some internal disagreement, apparent-
ly, objected to the Japanese being on
the mine. The objection was taken to
court and heard by the local warden
who found that the Japanese were
there in contravention of section 291;
because, in fact, it appears they had
actually been working there.

The minister there acknowledges that he
knew they had been working on the mine.
Then he says-

It is considered the time has come
to bring this State into line with other
States and remove the restrictions
contained in section 291 from the
Statute, for no other State has the
restriction. From time to time Japan-
ese mining experts will need to inspect
and examine mines. The Imumigra-
tion Act governs the entry and purpose
of entry of people into Western Auis-
tralia, or other States. It is believed
no good reason may be advanced why
this State should cling to its local pro-
hibition, now long discarded in other
parts of the Commonwealth.

One is not reassured as to the position
when one looks at the way in which the
Commonwealth Immnigration Act has
operated in respect of these People; be-
cause they have had permission, under
that Act, to stay here as businessmen on
businessmen's permits. is not that a sub-
terfuge? The Minister has given permis-
sion for them to be on the mine on the
basis that they are experts. In the court
depositions I notice the occupation of one
of them is given as a clerk. I wonder what
particular qualifications he has. What
Problems are there in the duties of a clerk
at the Whim Creek mine that require the
granting of permission for someone to be
there in the guise of a technical expert?
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Members can see it is Quite an easy
matter for these people to get permission
from the Commonwealth Government, no
doubt on the representations of the State
Government. I have no doubt about that
at all. In the sworn testimony, evidence
was given that some of these people had
permission to be here for two years, no
doubt at the expiration of the two years
it would be a simple matter for them to
obtain further permission to remain here.

I do not object, in some ways, to the
presence of these people, but I do object
to their comning here and taking control
of a mine, and issuing instructions to a
certified mine manager on 'what to do,
when he is the man who is responsible
for the conduct and the Supervision of the
mine. When that happens, the provisions
of the Mines Regulation Act governing
mine managers and mine supervisors be-
come completely innocuous, because the
Japanese are in complete control. They
have sacked these highly-qualified men,
as shown by the evidence in this transcript.
These men have made sworn statements
that they were summarily sacked. They
were sacked immediately and told to get
on their way. That is what has happened
with these people.

In another instance an ex-manar gave
sworn testimony that he had dismissed a
man, but the Japanese told him he could
not do that and the man was reinstated.
Of what worth is the authority of a mine
manager in such circumstances? Of what
value is the authority of these highly quali-
fled mining men who have to undergo a
very stringent examination before they
are granted a certificate, and when the
mines regulations specify that these certi-
ficated men only shall be in charge of the
mine? I do not care what country a man
comes from. If he has not the necessary
qualifications, what right has he to be in
charge of mine workers?

Mr. Bovell: If he did not possess any
qualifications, he would not be allowed to
be in charge.

Mi. MOIR: Of course, if we had a differ-
ent Minister for Mines and a different
Government, the provisions of the Mines
Regualation Act would be observed and we
wor~ld be perfectly happy about it. Never
in she history of this State have we had
a Jovernment which has been so brazen
as'this one in breaking the law-

Mr. Hawke: Hear! Hear!I
/Mr. MO0TR: -and in permitting the law

fl be broken.
;Mr. Hawke: Yes. What about bread

Orices?
/Mr. MOIR: I cannot understand why

the Minister for Lands tries to defend that
attitude.

Mr. Bovell: There is nothing to defend.
Mr. Tonkin: Are not the Japanese still

there, despite the warden's decision?

Mr. Hawke: Of course they are still
there!

Mr. MOIR: A man whose word is not
held in very high regard generally does
not have a very healthy time. That is,
his word is worthless. But here we have
a situation where a Minister's oath is
absolutely worthless, and the Minister for
Lands is trying to justify that. I wonder
what skulduggery the Minister for Lands
has been up to? He will disappoint me
greatly if it is ever proved that he has,
because I have always regarded hint as a.
man with fairly high moral standards.

Mr. Graham: We do not like the com-
pany he keeps.

Mr. Bovell: I am seen in your company
occasionally, anyhow.

Mr. Graham: That has kept you on the
straight and narrow.

Mr. MOIR: Here we have a situation
where men, as individuals, are all that is
expected of them, but when they come to-
gether in the form of a Government, then
all principles seem to go overboard. The
Minister making this speech, which, inci-
dentally, is recorded on page 720, No. 5
volume of the 1963 Parliamentary Debates,
went on to say this-

Japan today is a. major market for
Australia's minerals and products. It
buys asbestos, tin, manganese, gyp-
stun, copper, ilmrnite, and other West-
ern Australian minerals. We hope
she will buy iron ore from us in very
larg-e quantities.

Point of Ordr
Mr. GRAYDEN: Mr. Speaker, can I

draw your attention to Standing Order
No. 127 which prevents a member quoting
the debates of another place?

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Stand-
ing Order No. 127 reads as follows:-

No member shall allude to any de-
bate in the other House of Parliament,
or to any measures impending therein.

We have interpreted that Standing Order
fairly liberally in the past, but the Stand-
ing Order still exists, and I have always
been told that the Standing Orders must
be strictly observed. Therefore, in this
case I must uphold the Standingf Order
which has been referred to by the member
for South Perth.

Mr. MOIR: Does not that Standing
Order refer to a debate that is impend-
ing?

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): It re-
fers to a debate in another place. I will
read the Standing order again. It is as
follows:-.

No member shall allude to any de-
bate in the other House of Parliament,
or to any measure impending therein.

However, I shalt now leave the Chair until
4 p.m.
Sitting suspended from 3.46 to 4.0 p.m.
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Mr. MOIR: In dealing with the tran-
script of evidence given on the case which
was heard at Port Hedland on Tuesday.
the 5th February, 1963 before Warden N.
J. Malley, the first relevant portion is
the sworn evidence of Alexander Gerrard
Swan, who, at one time, was the manager
of this mine and was also a shareholder
in the company associated with Dowa
Mining. He states-

I am a shareholder in Depuch Ship-
ping, & Mining Co. Australian Share-
holders have 1 per cent. each. I have
8 per cent, two other shareholders
James West and Ron Sewell.

April 16 1 was at Whim Creek as
Managing Director of mine and
Depuich Shipping & Mining Co. A
Mr. Nishida, Mr. Nagino and Mr.
Woodfield and I think another Jap-
anese but don't know name. Discus-
sions took place. Arrangements made
far Nagino and to stay at Whim
Creek. others left. I went to Perth
with Nishida.

That establishes the fact that these people
were there in early 1962. yet the Minister
for Mines did not give permission for them
to go there in any capacity whatsoever
until the 30th November, 1902. He eventui-
ally thought it was necessary for him to
give that permission. I am going to sug-
gest that following the usual custom in
regard to these people in mining opera-
tions, which I mentioned previously in mny
speech, the Minister would not be greatly
concerned with giving- permission fcr them
to be there in the capacity in which he
claimed they were, because he merely re-
garded that as a technical breach of the
Mining Act, with which. I suppose, we can
agree. But I suggest the reason why the
Minister gave written permission was that
he knew these people -were working there
and his action was an attempt to legitimise
in sonic way the activities that were going
on.

The sworn evidence of Swan goes on to
say-

Mr, Woadfield was Chairman of
Directors. Discussion in Perth. Propo-
sition put to me Nagino to be employed
at Mine as mining engineer and fin-
ance officer. In near future diamond
driller would come from Japan and
take over diamond drilling. Discussion
about right of Asiatics to work an
mnine. I thought they couldn't. Wood-
field said he would get permission from
Minister for two Japanese to be at
mine. Later told me he had got per-
mission from them to be there.

It is rather interesting in that regard. The
following is from a letter which the Mines
Department sent to Swan:-

On the 31st day of June, 1962, the
Mines Department sent a letter to
Swan a copy of which is attached and

the writer went to see the Mines De.
partment about it at which time twc
more Japanese arrived-Demurra anc
Yoshida. During the discussions a:
matter the representative of the Mine:
Department said inter alia:-

(a) They got permission for twc
now there are five when is i
going to stop? and

(b) They must obey the law a:
flght!

So it is quite apparent some officers ii
the Mi'nes Department were rather per,
turbed at the position, because permissior
was given in the first place for two met
to be there and the other man came along
presumably without permission. Swan'%
evidence goes on to say-

Mr. Nagino did all surveys on sur.
face and underground.

As I previously pointed out, none of thesi
people were in possession of a mine sir.
veyor's certificate, as laid down in thi
Mines Regulation Act-and the Ministei
informed me they were not in possessiot
of these certificates. There is sworn testi.
many that these uncertificated men weri
doing surveys on the surface and under.
ground. Continuing-

Did surveys for proposed diamonc
drilling sites and for buildings powei
house and workshop. Also did ad.
ministrative work. He signed cheque:
and furnished mining books. Or
many occasions went underground anc
into shafts.

Mr. Suzuka arrived later. Told me(
was Japanese. Holder of black bell
for judo in Japan. Diamond drillei
with Dowa Mining Co. Told me hE
would be staying for two years. Told
me Immigration Department gave hir
permit. Shortly after his arrival dia-
mond drill came from Japan. Long
gear machine brought dawn fromr
Japan second hand. Made in Canada
and for use in Australia. He assembled
diamond drill and started to bore first
hole. Continued to use diamond drill
Didn't do any thing else. We bought
another drill in Australia. Miadrill,
Expert sent to assemble it. Mr. Rhoney
and Mr. Suzuka put it into operttion
Mr. Inoue came from Japan. He -ave
me to understand he was Japa;ese,
married, wife and children in Jajan,
and here by permission of Immigralion
Department far minimum of 3 yeirs.

I thouLght. it was two years, but apparenly
these people can come here for a minimun
of three years. Continuing-I

He became chief finance officer re,
lieving Mr. Nagino. He signed cheque
after that.

I had difference of opinion with himi
Told him he had no authority to war!
on mine. Only permission for two V
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work on mine. He told me "I don't
care what arrangements have been
made with your Government. We own
mine and we will run it as we want
to." These three men were still per-
forming the same activities up until
the time I left in November. 1962.

Mr. MOIR: We have that sworn testi-
mony, presumably from a reputable mian.
I do not know this man. On Thesday, the
8th October, 1963, 1 put the following
question to the Minister:-

(9) Will he state the name of the
person or persons who were the
registered managers of the mine
during the Period of ownership
of the Depuch Mining Co.?

The answer was A. G. Swan. P. R. Lingard,
and A. M. Boyd. I take it that Mr. Swan
was a highly qualified man and a man of
some standing. He made this testimony
on oath.

I illustrate this to indicate the attitude
of these people. They said, "I do not care
what arrangements have been made with
your Government. We own the mine and
we will run it as we want."

Mr. novell: They do not run It as they
want to. They run it In accordance with
the laws of the country under the admini-
stration of the Government of the day.

Mr. MOIR: Fortunately for me, the
Minister is mumbling in his beard and
I cannot understand what he is saying.
It is beyond doubt that these people evi-
dently adopt an arrogant attitude. I have
nothing against these people as a race.

Mr. Brand: Not much!
Mr. Court: One would think you had.

You recall some of your earlier remarks
made today.

Mr. MOIR: How would the Premier
know what my feelings are?

Mr. Brand: I am only going on what
you are saying. I would not interpret
your feelings.

Mr. Court: You recall some of the
things you said about these people half
an hour ago.

Mr. MOIR: I would say the same things
about the people of any race. I would say
the same things about Australian people-

Mr. Brand: You are talking about the
Japanese now.

Mr. MOIR: -if they disregarded the
laws the way that these people have done.
I am not refering to the law that excludes
Asiatics; I am referring to the law that
governs the control of mines.

Mr. Brand: We are talking about a Bill
which aims to amend a section which
specially deals with Aslatics.

Mr. MOIR: That Is so. I am pointing
out that when we get People of this type
coming into the country and being in the

position that these people were in-and we
have a spineless Minister who will not
carry out his duties--we will not know
where the position will end.

Point 0/ Order
Mr. BRAND: On a point of order, Mr.

Deputy Speaker, I think it is time there
was an end to these reflections on Min-
isters, which has gone on all day-talking
about "spineless" and "untruths". I think
it is a disgrace; and I demand that the
word "spineless' be withdrawn.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Cram-
melin): The Premier has requested that
the honourable member should withdraw
the words "spineless Minister".

Mr. MOIR: In compliance with Stand-
ing Orders, I withdraw.

Debate (on motion) Resumed
Mr. Tonkin; That does not absolve the

Minister from obeying the law.
Mr. Brand: That does not matter

This has gone far enough.
Mr. Tonkin: You know very well that

they are not obeying It.
Mr. Brand: You know that these prob-

lems arise from time to time.
Mr. Tonkin: You know that the

Japanese were employed there contrary to
the law.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Crom-
melin): Order!

Mr. Brand: This amendment will alter
it and put it in order.

Mr. MOTE: This amendment will do
nothing of the sort. The law that I am
referring to as having been broken has
nothing to do with this exclusion in our
Mining Act. I am saying-

Mr. Brand: What about the legislation
before us?

Mr. Court: You have wandered all over
the place; you have said nothing about the
Bill.

Mr. Tonkin: What he is saying Is very
pertinent to the Bill.

Mr., MOIR: It does appear-
Mr. Brand: No-one tells the truth ex-

cept you.
Mr. Tonkin: Are Ministers obeying the

law? You know theyz are not.
Mr. Brand: That isn't true.
Mr. Tonkin: Yes it is!
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Crom-

melin): Order! Order!
Mr. MOIE: The Information I am giving

to the House is contained in sworn testi-
mony. It is from the transcript of the
case. It is Proven beyond all doubt that
very important laws in our Mines Regula-
tion Act, as distinct from our Mining Act,
have been broken at the m~ine at Whim
Creek. I do not care who the people are
that do this; they should be brought to
account-whether they are Australians. or
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from the British Isles, or from any country
at all. Just because there is a question
over something which is in our laws, we
should not give absolute freedom to enable
people to come here and break our laws,
and then, when anyone objects to it, say
that he is showing prejudice towards them.
I have never heard of anything so ridicu-
lous in my life. Evidently the Premier is
upset because these facts are being brought
to light.

Mr. Brand: The facts are certainly not
upsetting me. They have been said a hun-
dred times during this session.

Mr. MOIR: They are all here for the
public to know about. That is what the
Premier is upset about.

Mr. Brand: The Premier Is not upset
at all.

Mr. MOIR: The Premier is upset, be-
cause these things are tucked away in a
pigeon-hale somewhere.

Mr. Brand: Perhaps if the public knew
more about it there might be something
said.

Mr. MOIR: Who does the Premier think
he is responsible to? Does he not think he
ought to have some responsibility towards
the people of this State?

Mr. Brand: Yes; and I will answer to
them at any time.

Mr. Tonkin: In the meantime, the Min-
isters have to obey the law.

Mr. Brand: They obey the law.
Mr. Tonkin: No they don't!
Mr. MOIR: Taking the Premier's last

statement that he is prepared to answer
to them at any time, I challenge him to go
to the country in the new year and have
an election on this issue as early as pos-
sible.

Mr. Brand: Don't talk nonsense!
Mr. MOIR: It would not be me talking

nonsense.
Mr. Brand: We will go to the people

when the time comes.
Mr. Bovell: And we will win.
Mr. Brand: I have heard all this before.

If we have done so wrong, then the people
can make up their minds at the next elec-
tions. You can go and convince them
If you can.

Mr. MOIR: It is apparent that the
Premier has grave doubts as to what would
happen to the Government if he accepted
my challenge. He will be able to retain
his privileges for only a little while longer.
Whether he will be the Premier after the
next election-

Mr. Brand: That won't worry me as
much as you on the other side of the House
are worried about getting into office.

Mr. Tonkin: What about obeying the law
in the meantime?

Mr. Bovell: Arrant nonsense!

Mr. Tlonkin: What about the Minister
who is sitting next to you?

Mr. Bovell: Rubbish!
Mr. Tonkin: Doesn't a judgment in Vic-

toria mean anything to you fellows?
Mr. Court; We work under our own laws;

W.A. laws, not Victorian.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Cromme-

lin): Order! Order!I I would ask members
to allow the member for Boulder-Eyre to
continue his speech without interjections.

Mr. Brand: We have allowed him plenty
of time.

Mr. Court: We have allowed him half
a day too long.

Mr. MOIR: I think the Premier has not
shown up very well under the recent inter-
j ectians.

Mr. Brand; After the performance that
went on here last week! And you talk
about showing up'1 There Is no room for
you people to talk about showing up!

Mr. Court: The member for Mt. Haw-
thorn shakes his head, when he led the
rabble a couple of weeks ago!

Mr. MOIR, I am placing before the
House what this person said on oath: that
despite the arrangements which had been
made with the Government, they were run-
ning the mine as they wanted to. Fur-
ther on in the evidence there appears this
statement-

During period there were disputes
with Rooney a diamond driller. I
tried to settle disputes as General
Manager. I had conference with
Demura and Yoshida. They were
Suzuk a's boss. Inoue there too. They
sent for Suzuka. Heated argument in
Japanese among selves. Suzuka got
heated.

Mr. Brand: This is a very helpful con-
tribution to the debate!

Mr. MOIR: To continue:
Suzuka told me in English that Mr.

Rooney had no right to discuss D.D.
problems with me and that he was the
authority in it and I should mind my
own business.

What a wonderful situation! Here is a man
who is the manager in charge of the
mine, and he is told by these people to
mind his own business: that he had no
business to discuss such a run-of-the-mill
operation as diamond drilling with the
diamond driller. It is apparent that they
regard this mine manager as a mere pup-
pet. I think that becomes apparent when
we go on with the transcript of the evid-
ence. Con tinuing-

Yoshida and Demura came about
September, 1962. We gave them wel-
coming party. They told me they
were Japanese both married, Mr. De-
mura through Mr. Nagino told me in
future he would be head of Japanese
party and head of mine. Yoshida told
me he was not long married.
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I do not think that matters at all.
Mr. Bovell: Nothing that you have said

matters.
Mr. MOIR: They had a permit from

the authorities.
Mr. Court: Why don't you come right

out and say that You don't want to do
business with these people, and be done
with it? Come clean about it.

Mr. Kelly: That is not the point at
all.

Mr. Court: Then what is the point?
Mr. MOIR: The Minister for Industrial

Development is trying to put words in my
mouth and to push on me the implica-
tion that I am carrying on a campaign
against this race of people. That is not
true.

Mr. Court: Aren't you? Aren't you
carrying on a campaign against them?

Mr. Tonkin: You have given the game
away in the last interjection.

Mr. Court: Fair gal Are you opposed
to their coming here to do business with
us?

Mr. MOIR: They were there to stay
for three years. They evidently had the
measure of the Minister for Mines. They
later had a conference at which five Jap-
anese were present. To continue-

Through Mr. Naginio they mapped
out programme and duties of Japanese
Present. Mr. Demura in Charge. Mr.
Yoshida in charge of new mill. Mr.
Inoue chief administration officer. Mr.
Nagino mining engineer and surveyor.
Mr. Suzuka. in charge of Diamond
Drilling programme. After that each
of those men carried out the duties
of each of their respective offices.
Each one drew a monthly salary.

In November, 1982 incident over
underground manager named Gallop.
In consequence of something I heard
I dismissed him. Four Japanese pre-
sent. Suzuka. absent. We were in
Office. Gallop got up and walked out.
Talk among Japanese. Demura, went
outside and after short time came
hack in, he said he'd talked with Mr.
Gallop and had re engaged him as
I had no power to dismiss anybody.
He said they would run the mine as
they liked. I said It had come to a
stalemate now. You can't run this
mine because you have no authority
to be on this mine. He said we'll run
it and run it the way we want it.

Mr. Tonkin: What has the Premier got
to say to that?

Mr. Brand: I didn't hear what he was
saying.

Mr. W. Hegney:, Read it again.
Mr. Brand: Yes, if you like.
Mr. Bovell: The mine will be run and

is being run in accordance with the law.

Mr. Tonkin: But that is not what has
happened now.

Mr. MOIR: The evidence continued-
Hie said they would ruin the mine

as they liked. I said it had come
to a stalemate. You can't run this
mine because you have no authority
to be on this mine. He said we'll run
it and run it the way we want it.

Mr. Brand: It will be run in the right
way and as the Mines Department says
it should be run.

Mr. MOIR:, That is in defiance of the
Mines Regulation Act. Does the Premier
understand it, and does he know what it
purports to do?

Mr. Brand: I will be in good company
if I do not understand it.

Mr. MOIR: If the Premier has patience
and listens for a while he may know a
little more about the Mines Regulation
Act after I have finished.

Mr. Brand: When you have finished.
When we finish this session we will go
home.

Mr. Tonkin: Of course, that applies to
bth sides.
Mr. MOIR: The Premier has nobody

but himself to blame. This legislation has
been in the Chamber for five weeks and
the Premier has failed to bring it forward.
The debate was resumed in the last few
hours of Parliament in the hope that
everybody would be anxious to get away
and we would not debate it. The Premier
can be assured from me that as far as
I am concerned I am prepared to place
all evidence before the House, and I do
not care how long it takes me to do it.

Mr. Brand: It doesn't matter when
you finish.

Mr. MOIR: The Premier certainly will
not silence me,

Mr. Brand: I am not trying to silence
you.

Mr. MOIR: The Premier might have
some people frightened of him but not
Mue.

Mr. Brand:. I could not care whether
you are frightened of me or not.

Mr. Bovell: The member for Boulder-
Eyre is certainly a pathetic figure at this
stage.

Mr. MOIR: There is a lot more evid-
ence showing how these men were in
almost complete control of the mine. The
evidence goes on to state, andi it appears
that he said, that the Japanese told him
there would be Japanese and Australians
there. That was in regard to working the
mine. He then went on to say it was
never discussed with him how many there
would be, and he agreed that the Japanese
thought they had every right to be on the
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mine, although he said he questioned their
right to be there in the beginning. The
evidence went on-

Mr. Telfer wrote to me about it.
Can't remember discussing it with
Minister or Under Secretary. All dis-
cussions left to company solicitor.

It is rather interesting to note that, too,
because the member for Melville asked
certain questions in the House on Tuesday,
the 6th August and they appear in Han-
sard No. 2 of this year. The questions
were as follows:-

(1) Will he table a copy of the letter
which the Minister for Mines
wrote to the Chairman of Depuch
Shipping and Mining Co. Pty. Ltd.,
saying that he was agreeable to
four Japanese remaining as ex-
pert advisers during plant erec-
tion at Whim Creek?

(2) Has the erection of the plant been
completed?

(3) Are the Japanese still employed
on the mine, with the Minister's
permission despite the decision in
the Marble Bar Warden's Court
that the Japanese were being em-
ployed in breach of section 291 of
the Mining Act?

(4) However expedient or desirable it
may be thought to be. how is the
Minister for Mines able to permit
Japanese to work on a mine at
Whim Creek without committing
a breach of his oath of office?

The Minister (Mr. Bovell) replied as fol-
lows:-

(1) The following are copies of the
letter to the Company and a tele-
gram to the Japanese Ambassa-
dor-

30th November, 1962.
Mr. H. W. Woodfield,
Chairman,
Depuch Shipping &

Mining Co. Pty. Ltd.,
c/o Warman & Co.,
171 St. Geoge's Terrace,
Perth.
Dear Sir,

Whim Creek Copper

I am directed by the Hon.
minister for Mines to acknow-
ledge receipt of your letter of the
14th instant and to advise you
that, after giving careful con-
sideration to your request, he is
agreeable to the four men ref er-
red to by you remaining as expert
advisers during the plant erection
at Whim Creek, and that there-
after two men not employed In
any way by the Depuch Company,

but purely Dowa Company em-
ployees and representatives, might
be permitted to stay subject to
annual review.

Yours faithfully,
A. H. TELFER,

Under Secretary for Mines.
The telegram to the Japanese Ambassador
at Canberra reads-

His Excellency S. Ohta
Japanese Ambassador
Canberra
Mining Act in force this State pre-
cludes employment of Asians in
mines Stop Government will not
raise any objection to Japanese
engineers or technicians supervis-
ing technical details in regard in-
stallation of specialised gear which
may be brought in from overseas
for mining purposes Stop Govern-
ment has no objection to Japanese
capital Stop Under State Com-
panies Act if a company in Japan
carries on a business in Western
Australia it must register under
Part XI (Foreign Companies Pro-
visions) of Companies Act

Griffith
Minister for Mines.

The Minister's answer in regard to the
erection of the plant being completed
was--

Trial run is now taking place.
In regard to the question of the Japanese
still employed on the mine he said-

It is understood that three Jap-
anese representatives of Dowa
Company are at Whim Creek.

It shows that the Minister was not too
sure how many were there because he
said, "It is understood." The Minister's
answer to question No. (4) was as fol-
lows: -

As set out in the communications
referred to in No. (1) above, the
Minister reiterates that permission
was never given for Japanese to work
in the mine, but it was a question of
Japanese capital being employed and
some of their machinery being install-
ed, and it was regarded as reasonable
that suppliers of the capital should
be able to oversee its proper use, bear-
ing in mind that the Japanese re-
ferred to were in the State on a Com-
m~onwealth Immigration Department
visa.

As a result of the establishment of
this mine, 30 Australians are today
employed on it, and this number will
be increased in one month's time to
60.

1 think it was significant that the Minister
saw fit to send a telegram to the Japanese
Ambassador In Canberra; because it ap-
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pears that these representations were made
on a high Government level. Mr. Swan
said in his evidence-

Mr. Thompson was engineer in
charge of mill with Warman's. There
were arguments between Yoshlda and
Thompson. Yoshida made it clear he
was in charge of operations. It went
on for weeks.

He wvent on further and said-in reference
to the Japanese-

Original two who camne were em-
ployees others came and have taken
control of mine. Can't recall any dis-
cussion of them in advisory or super-
visory capacity.

He also stated that an inspector of mines
warned that the Act was being breached.
and he went on to give further evidence
of the work the Japanese were performing.
such as drilling holes around the mine. In
this regard, some time last year, or early
this Year, there appeared in The West
Australian a photograph of a Japanese
dressed in miner's kit and using what we
would call a sinking machine for
boring boles in rock. That is a job that
is Performed by miners, many of whom
would have been available in this State
to do the work. Further on in the notes of
evidence he said that Mr. Rooney made a
statement that when he was employed on
the mine he was told by Demura, that he
was not to employ men without reference
to him. Suzuka had to approve the men.
He then went on to say that he complained
about the men they bad given him and he
said that he could not see why he could
not pick his own men.

I think all of that evidence indicates
that these people were in control of the
mine; and, of course, that is borne out by
the remarks of Warden O'Malley where.
in one part of the transcript, he gives his
reasons for his judgment which was dated
the 19th March. 1963. He goes over the
evidence and establishes that these men
were on the mine, and then he had this to
say-

The defendant Demnura, came to the
mine about September, 1962. Swan's
evidence is to the effect that he be-
came head of the mine and that hie
was in charge and this has not been
denied.

So the evidence given that Demura was
in charge of the mine had not been denied.
and that was found by the warden hear-
ing the case.

Mr. Burt: Is Mr- Swan a mining engi-
neer?

Mr. MOIR: He is described as a mining
engineer; and when I asked the Minis-
ter representing the Minister for Mines
whether he would state the name of the
person or persons who were the registered
managers of the mine during the period
of ownership by the Depuch Mining Co.,
the first name he gave was that of Mr.

Swan. So I take it he has the necessary
qualifications; otherwise he would not be
allowed to be registered as the mine man-
ager.

Mr. Burt: Would he have a mine man-
ager's certificate?

Mr. MOTH: Unless the Minister is com-
pletely disregarding the Mines Regulations
Act I have to accept that he does have it.
The Minister does observe the Act in some
instances, so I accept the fact that these
men registered as mine managers were all
the holders of a registered mine manager's
certificate.

In the transcript of evidence reference
was made to a Mr. Woodfield in relation
to this Japanese company. It might be
of interest to inform the House that it is
said Woodfield is a naturalised Japanese
who has lived in Japan for many years,
and he appears to be quite a leading man
on the directorate of this company. It Is
he who made the representations to the
Minister for Mines, and be seems to have
carried on quite a lot of the business.

There is one aspect of this in regard to
Woodfield that rather intrigues me, be-
cause it is said that Mr. Woodfield claimed
he had been approached by W. L. Orayden,
M.L.A., in Perth: and as my information
is silent on the question I was wondering
whether the member for South Perth ap-
Pears in this. It may be, of course-

Mr. Grayden: Mr. Deputy Speaker,
obviously this is an imputation against me.
It is completely untrue and I ask that it
be withdrawn.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Crommel-
lin): I would advise the member for South
Perth that what I have heard is no im-
putation against him-certainly not in the
few words that were said. I am quite sure
on that point.

Mr. MOIR: I am sorry that the member
for South Perth is so touchy in this mat-
ter. I merely mentioned what Mr. Wood-
field claimed. Mr. Woodield also claimed
that he bad discussed with other Japanese
and with the Minister for Mines the ques-
tion of iron ore, and he also said that-

No iron ore would be Purchased in
Japan from mount Qoldsworthy or
Tallering Peak, but only from Mount
Newman.

That, of course, was very good of them. He
later' said-

In the next session of Parliament the
mining Act would be amended to allow
the Japanese to work in the mines.

I mention that because there is quite a
lot of evidence that these Japanese were
concerned with iron ore deposits at Mt.
Newman.

But this matter goes far beyond
the question of the mine at Whim Creek;
that is quite obvious. I find from re-
ports in the Press that there Is evidently
some substantial reason for that belief. In
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the Daily News of the 18th July, 1963,
under big headlines which read, "Ore
Secret Out, Japs Arrive', we find the fol-
lowing-

An iron dark horse has suddenly
flashed on to the scene in the Aus-
tralian iron ore race.

The best kept mineral secret in W.A.
for years has been revealed by the
authoritative trade publication Japan
Metal Daily.

The journal told of a discovery of
very rich iron ore in W.A. and said
that if the field lives up to promise the
huge firm of Nippon Kokan ER (Jap-
anese Tube and Steel Mills) would like
to develop the find "on a full scale."

A mission from this firm will arrive
in Perth tonight.

They will join their own survey team
on the area-at Mt. Gibson, near
Wubin.

The deposits were found by "hobby"
geologist Alan Macdougall, a merchant
of Karoo street, South Perth.

Macdougall said today be had been
a hobby prospector for minerals for
nearly 20 years.

After finding iron deposits in the
area, he had applied for reserve over
the area last year.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Cromme-
lin): I would point out that the tran-
script from which the honourable mem-
ber is reading in regard to the discovery
of iron ore is not relative to the Bill, and
I would ask the honourable member to
get back to the measure.

Mr. MOIR: This deals with Japanese
interests in minerals in our State, and it
is very relative to the Bill, because the
Bill makes provision for Japanese work-
men to be employed in our mines as
miners.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Crom-
melin): So far as I am concerned, what
you are reading in regard to the sales of
iron ore has nothing to do with the Bill.

Mr. Hawke: This is not the arbitration
Bill.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Crom-
melin): No; it is the Mining Act Amend-
rnent Bill.

Mr. MOIR: If that is your opinion.
Sir, I must bow to it. I am rather at a
loss, now, as to what I can refer to in
putting my case.

Mr. Hawke: Try talking about rasp-
berries.

Mr. MOIR: I am trying to deal with
all phases of mining, because the Mining
Act governs all phases of mining in the
State.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Crorn-
melin): I do not mind the honourable
member referring to mines, but I say that

the transcript from which he is reading
dealing with the sale of iron ore has
nothing to do with the Bill.

Mr. MOlR: I was going to talk about
the examination of these deposits. The
People concerned also made an examina-
tion of the deposits as reported in the
article in the Daily News to which I re-
ferred. it refers to geologists, and assays
done in the Japanese laboratories; and it
states that a Japanese survey team had
entered the deposits last February. It
also states that a drilling team was due
to start work on the day the report was
published.

That refers to work done by these
People; it does not refer to technical ex-
amninations, but to work on mineral de-
posits. It is quite apparent that as far
as the employment of these people is con-
cerned, it will not be confined to Whim
Creek, of necessity; because, if thle oppor-
tunity is given them, and if they see fit,
they are Prepared to enter into mining
operations in regard to iron ore generally
in this State. No doubt if they find it is
a commercial proposition, they will be
prepared to enter into the mining of other
minerals in the State, including gold.

That brings me to the point of my main
objection to this measure, and that is that
the companies concerned which are oper-
ating here can import labour not only
from Japan, but from other Asian coun-
tries as well. This labour can be brought
here on a contract system, and engaged
on a remuneration which has been fixed
outside of this country altogether. Such
labour can be brought here to work the
mines in this country, on conditions such
as those I have mentioned.

Of course, if this provision is removed
from the Act, there will be nothing to
prevent their doing that. On the other
hand, it will not be lawful for them to
do what has been done at Whim Creek,
and evidently agreed to by the Minister
-I refer to the complete ignoring of the
laws of the Mines Regulation Act, which
is quite distinct from the Mining Act. The
former Act governs the conditions of em-
ployment, and the safety precautions
whbich must be taken in mines. The objec-
tions I have voiced are those of a number
of people.

The fears I have expressed are well
based. There could be all sorts of diffi-
culties in this regard, even as it relates
to the position of people who are tech-
nicians, and who are placed in positions
of authority over other people. If these
people have no awareness of our laws, and
no desire to obey them, all sorts of danger-
ous situations could arise-not only from
the point of view of accidents in mines,
but also from the point of view of health;
because we have seen the extraordinary
position here, where the most elementary
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observance of the Mines Regulation Act1
has not been insisted upon by the Minister
for Mines.

If these people had operated in the
manner in which the Minister gave them
permission to operate, it certainly would
not have been required, because he does
not admit he gave them permission to go
there as managers of the mines, but as
observers. Being an observer on a mine
is vastly different from having complete
control of it.

If we go to another country we must
obey the laws of that country, whether we
like it or not. Thbey are the laws of the
land, and we must obey them if we are in
that land; otherwise we would become law-
breakers. We have a duty to conform with
our laws in this country; so when we are
in another person's country we should
have a duty to conf ormn with the laws exist-
ing in that person's country, whether we
like them or not.

Similarly. we have the right to expect
other people who come to our country,
to Conform with the laws of our country,
whether they like the laws or not-
whether they be the traffice laws, the
criminal laws, or the laws laid down to
control mining operations. Most of the
laws contained in the Mines Regulation
Act are very important indeed, so far as
minling opera tions are concerned, and it
can be readily understood why it is neces-
sary to have those laws, and to have them
obeyed.

I have been an offiial of the Australian
Workers' Union (Mvining Branch) on the
gnldfields, which had the bulk of the people
engaged in the mining industry as its
members. I have had occasions arise
when an inspector of mines has told me
that he has discovered one of the mem-
bers, of the union breaking the laws, and
engaging in dangerous practices. In such
cases I have had no hesitation in saying
that the man in question should be prose-
cuted.

When I was minister for Mines I gave
authority for miners to be prosecuted
where they had wilfully breached laws,
which could result in endangering the lives
of their fellow workers. I always main-
tained that if a worker broke the law he
should suffer the Penalty; just as I main-
tained that an employer should suffer a
penalty if he broke the law. I made no
distinction in that regard, and I mnake no
distinction in the Case of these people who
are permitted, as an act of courtesy, to
come here and enter on leases, and engage
in business. They should be compelled to
obey the laws. Nobody could have any
serious valid objection to that.

What I object strongly to is the fact that
these people do not observe our laws; and,
what is far more serious to my mind, our
Minister for Mines, does not see that they
do obey our laws. For that reason I share
the fear of many other People, who feel

that if this restriction is taken from the
Act, there might be many more people who
will not, be prepared to obey our laws.

In the interests of these people, some-
body should tell them that they should
obey the laws of the land. We know that
woolbuyers who come from Japan do not
wilful!y break laws that prevail in our
cities, or elsewhere; they are apparently
Prepared to obey our laws. Evidently the
people engaged in the mining venture
which we are discussing are not prepared
to obey those laws.

It, seems rather remarkable, and there
must be some reason for it It may be
that the people concerned have not been
'nformed as to what they should do, and
what is expected of them. It is very dis-
concerting to find that we have a situation
such as that which exists at the present
tirne. It is very disturbing to find that we
have a Government which is prepared to
allow this sort of thing to go on; and,
when action is taken in the court, for it
to say that it will have the law amended.
If the Government thinks that way, it is
Quite entitled to do so. But I would like to
know what it proposes to do about the
other laws in the Mines Regulation Act,
which the Minister knows have been com-
pletely disregarded, and which he has
made no attempt to see enforced.

Is it proposed to delete these provisions
from the Mining Act, and to introduce a
Bill nest year to take out the laws from
the Mines Regulation Act, because these
people ftind it hard to comply with the
existing conditions; that is, to stand up to
our standard of mine management, super-
vision, and health? Can we expect the
Minister to come before Parliament with a
Bill to amend the laws in that directionZ
That would be a very simple thing for him
to do.

Very great concern is felt not only by
those on this side of the House, but by
people throughout Western Australia in
mining circles, as to what will happen in
the future. The words in the -amendment
appearing in the name of the Minister on
today's. notice Paper do not mean anything
at all. The amendment would mean some-
thing if the Minister had inserted words to
indicate that he was prepared to see that
the law under the Mines Regulation Act
was observed. That would be more to the
point.

I am perturbed by the fact that there
is a member on the opposite side of the
House who supports the Government, but
who represents a goldfields electorate. I
refer to the member for Murchison. I only
hope that he will decide to stand up -and
tell us why he supports the Government in
a. measure of this kind, which contains
the provision in clause 5 to repeal section
291 of the Act.

Debate adjourned until a later stage of
the sitting, on motion by Mr. Burt.

(Continued on page 3892.)
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METROPOLITAN REGION
DEVELOPMENT

Swan River Foreshore Reclamation:
Motion

Debate resumed, from an earlier stage of
the sitting, on the following motion by Mr.
Wild (Minister for Works):

That this House do consent, Pursu-
ant to section twenty-two of the Swan
River Conservation Act, 1958, to the
resumption and filling in of an area
of about nineteen acres of the Swan
River as shown in the plan deposited
in the Main Roads Department and
marked M.R.fl.. W.A. No. 3017 and
therein coloured green, and as so
shown in the copy of that plan laid
on the Table of the House, and that
the Legislative Council be requested to
so consent.

Point of Order
Mr. JAMIESON: Mr. Acting Speaker-
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr' Crom-

melin): The question is that the motion
be agreed to.

Mr. JAMIESON: I was on my feet.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Groin-

melin): I have put the question that
the motion be agreed to.

Mr. W. HIEGNEY: What motion is that?
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Crom-

melin): The motion on the notice Paper.
Mr. W. HEGNEY: I was under the im-

pression that the Minister for Industrial
Development moved the motion be taken,
after item No. 2 on the notice paper had
been adjourned until a later stage of the
sitting. The correct motion for him to
move was to move that the motion Of the
Minister for Works be dealt with.

Mr. Court: We voted on that.
Mr. JAMIESON: I thought the question

which you, Mr. Acting Speaker, Put was
the motion moved by the Minister for In-
dustrial Development that the motion of
the Minister for Works be taken.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Groin-
melin): I should point out the position.
The Minister for Industrial Development
moved item No. 1 be taken. I stood up
and declared, "The question is that the
motion be agreed to.' I then resumed my
seat. I then stood up again and put the
question that the motion be agreed to. I
would like to point out to the member for
Beeloo that, although he was on his feet.
I was looking the other way. He knows
full well that he must call my attention.
The member for Beebeo may proceed.

Debate (on motion) Resumed

lMR. JAMWIESON (Beebeo) [5.5 p.m.]:
The reason I sat down after I had been
on my feet was that I was not too sure

of what was taking place, because I was
not here earlier today. I take it we are
dealing with a motion in respect of the
reclamation of waters of the Swan River.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Crom-
melin): That is correct.

Mr. JAMIESON: I have looked at th(
plans that have been made available tc
us. In the course of his remarks, the Min-
ister for Works indicated that the final
location of the road on the edge of thc
water would be equidistant from the fore.
shore as the present road.

On reference to the plan I find that doe,
not appear to be the case. The Minister
indicated parking bays 'would be provided,
as are provided at the present time along
the foreshore road, to enable people to
Park and look at the scenery. Such bays
do not appear to be incorporated in the
plans. As a matter of fact, the two pro-
Posed roads run right across and through
the present parking arears,

I realise that resumptions such as these
have to be effected. The only point at
issue is that comments should be made on
the proposals, so that alterations can be
made at this stage, if necessary. The
alignment of the resumption as shown in
the aerial photograph is different from
that shown in the plan. It cuts into the
shore line where the Perth flying Squad-
ron premises are situated. If that is to be
the shore line there will be need for
further resumptions; but all the resump-
tions should be effected on the one occasion
and not piecemeal, unless there is a par-
ticular reason why the further resumptions
should not be made at this stage.

Several members took the opportunity
last evening to look at the site. It appears
that something should be done to alleviate
the silting of that part of the river. The
overflow drain from Monger's Lake. which
enters the river in that locality, is silting
up very badly. Some means will have to
be found in the reclamation of the fore-
shore to ensure that the siltation is
,alleviated in the future; otherwise we
would have a dirty and unpleasant water
trap, as there is at present.

If the shore line is to be altered at a
later date, we should examine the position
to see if it is possible to resume the further
acreage that is required, and so obviate
the necessity to move another motion in
this House.

This part of the foreshore is heavily
sheet-piled to hold the mullock back from
the recent reclamation work. All the
heavy jarrah piling will have to be re-
moved, and another retaining wall will
have to be established along the foreshore
from where the reclamation starts on the
Esplanade end to where it runs at an angle
into the shore at a spot near the Narrows
Bridge. A few points will have to be
clarified before the Minfister can authorise
the department to go ahead with the pro-
ject.
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MR. GRAHAM (Balcatta) [5.9 P.]:
It is a pity the Minister for Works did not
supply us with more information when
he submitted this motion to the House, and
when a certain plan was laid on the Table.
F'rom a scrutiny of the plans which some
of us have seen subsequently, it is obvious
that if we agree to this proposition of the
reclamation of 19 acres we would be com-
mitted to something further, because the
plans show that the road will curve from
the Narrows Bridge to what is known as
Union Jack Square. If there is any traf-
fic it will go straight down the water on
the other side; therefore this proposal,
with the construction of roa(.s, will of
necessity entail the taking of a, strip-the
best Part of five chains in width-all the
way from Union Jack Square in'the direc-
tion of the Causeway; in oth9r words,
about 50 acres more than is prt posed in
the motion before us.

I am not hostile to that, because with
the roads that are required-particularly
those skirting the heart of the city-in this
particular instance, it will probably be a
matter of decision as to whether there
shall be some reclamation of the river for
the roads, or whether some portion of the
Esplanade shall be utilised for that pur-
pose. I am certain there would be a terrific
public outcry if the latter proposal were
put into operation. In ray view it is in-
evitable there will be further encroachment
of the Perth Water of the Swan River.

The Minister should have given us that
information so that we would be aware
when making a decision in favour of the
resumption of 19 acres-whatever machin-
ery is used that will be the course to be fol-
lowed-that we automatically commit our-
selves to a further 50 acres in reclamation
for road and park purposes.

That is the only observation I care to
make at this stage. Owing to the shortness
of time not many of us have had an
opportunity of going into this matter
thoroughly, as it is our responsibility to do,
because Parliament several years ago laid
it down that before a certain minimum
acreage of water could be reclaimed in the
Swan River, the matter would have to be
brought before Parliament. It was not
done automatically. I think the Premier
and the Minister for Works will agree that
we have not had the opportunity on this
occasion to look at the matter very closely.

I am unaware of the urgency for a de-
cision to be made. If the final decision
by Parliament could be deferred for a while,
then I would support the views expressed
by the Deputy Leader of the opposition
that certain members of this Parliament
be entrusted with the responsibility of
examining this matter in respect of its im-
mediate effects. and of subsequent devel-
opment which will follow the initial work
that is to be undertaken.

I fancy the member for Bayswater in-
tends to give some attention to this aspect
to -enable members to better familiarise
themselves with all the points involved.
Therefore I content myself with the re-
marks I have made.

lMR. TOMS CBayswater) [5.13 p.m.]:
When the Minister for Works introduced
this motion, instead of using the 'word
"conflict" he used the word "grapple"
quite a few times. This is not a matter
we have to grapple with. it is a, plan
which will affect the shape, the contour,
and the other features of the foreshore
of Perth Water for many years ahead.
This matter should be gone into very
thoroughly.

The member for Balcatta. has indicated
that a close perusal of the plans now
before the House relating to the resump-
tions and the reclamations in the bay will
reveal that the new foreshore road will end
up at the edge of the water. To continue
the road around the foreshore would
require further resumption In that locality.

Perhaps if we had had a better detailed
plan-for want of a better word-we could
have had a closer appreciation of what
will finally be the result of this proposed
resumption and reclamation work. I
remember vividly the matter referred to
by the member for Belmont when he was
dealing with this subject this morning.
Quite often we are told that there is a
terrific urgency about a matter and that
it must be rushed through Parliament in
its dying hours. One such as this which
is of so much moment and import, should
not be treated lightly. It is not something
with which we must grapple, hut something
which should be quietly and sanely studied.
In this way, the best decisions must be
made.

If the Minister has any idea that the 19
acres or so will be all that will be required,
I think he should have another look at
the particular plan; because, like the mem-
ber for Balcatta, I envisage further resump -
tions will be necessary to at least bring
the road back on to the roadway. if
there Is no further resumption made along.
the balance of the foreshore towards the
Causeway, it will mean encroachment on
the Esplanade to swing the road in there.

It was about 10 to 12 years ago now
that before this House there was a pro-
position to put in a chord line from Bays-
water through Bassendean. This was con-
sidered at the time to be so urgent that
it was necessary to push the matter
through the House. It has been stated
here recently that this line has never been
put through. The whole plan went over-
board. This was despite the fact that it
was considered to be so urgent that it was
introduced and rushed through Parliament
very late in the session.
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I remember that when the subject of the
chord line was first introduced, the then
member for Middle Swan contacted the
shire council of which I was a member and
this enabled several members of the coun-
cil to come up here to view the aerial
photographs of what was proposed. I
believe that the Opposition moved for the
appointment of a Select Committee to
inquire into and have a look at the pro-
Position before it was continued. At first,
It looked as if this move would be success-
ful; but, during the tea suspension, one of
the Government members who had in-
dicated his support, did a turn on a three-
penny bit and the Select Committee
motion was defeated by the odd vote.

Therefore I do hope that the Minister
for Works will reconsider this matter.
Once again in the dying hours of a ses-
sion a motion has been presented to us
as being urgent. It is stated that it is
absolutely essential it be passed. I do not
know how long the plans have been in
Preparation, but surely it is not fair to
ask members on this side of the House
to glance at plans and then say, "Yes.
she is all right. Let her go." The Min-
ister, if he were over on this side of the
House, would not like to be treated that
way.

Nineteen additional acres of the river
are to be reclaimed, with no guarantee
that further reclamation will not be neces-
sary. I believe it will be. and I am there-
fore going to ask the House to agree to
an amendment to this motion. I believe
that a committee should be appointed to
inquire into this matter. My suggestion
is that three members of the Govern-
ment in each House and two members of
the Opposition in each House should
comprise a committee to study the whole
proposal in order that we might have some
idea of where the resumptions will finish.

If we were to agree to this proposal
without any further investigation having
been made, we would be hard pressed to
justify such approval. For this reason I
propose to move the following amend-
n)en t: -

Delete after the word "That" at the
commencement of the motion the
words "this House do consent" with a
view to substituting the words "the
question of granting the consent re-
quired"; and insert after the word
"House" in line 11 of the motion, the
words "be referred to a joint commit-
tee of 10 members from both Houses,
comprised of three members repre-
senting the Government and two
members representing the Opposition
in each House".

The motion would then read-
That the question of granting the

consent required pursuant to section
twenty-two of the Swan River Con-
servation Act, 1958, to the resumption

and filling in of an area of about nine-
teen acres of the Swan River as shown
in the plan deposited in the Main
Roads Department and marked M.R.D.,
W.A. No. 3077 and therein coloured.
green, and as so shown in the copy
of that plan laid on the Table of the
House, be referred to a joint commit-
tee of 10 members from both Houses,
comprised of three members represent-
ing the Government and two members
representing the Opposition in each
House, and that the Legislative Coun-
cil be requested to so consent.

I do hope the Minister will see the wisdom
of this amendment. It will be too late
to do anything afterwards if it is ulti-
mately found we will have to resume still
more land. The member for Balcatta sug-
gested this morning that a further 50
acres would be required; but even if it
were only 20 more which would be neces-
sary, this would be still further decreasing
the area of Perth Water.

Amendment to Motion

Therefore I move-
That the motion be amended by

deleting after the word "That" at the
commencement of the motion the
words "this House do consent" with
a view to substituting the words "the
question of granting the consent re-
quired".

MR. WILD (Dale-Minister for Works)
[5.24 pm.]: I think the House needs to
realise that there is very great urgency
in this, and I use those words very ad-
visedly. It has been said that this motion
was introduced in the dying hours of the
session. No-one knows that better than
I.

Let me say this: I had this matter
brought to me only three weeks ago by
the Chairman of the Swan River Conser-
vation Board, who told me that the board
had agreed the action was necessary. He
also said he would send me the minutes
of the committee indicating that it was a
unanimous decision and that this was a
must.

Mr. Toms: That is not a fair go to
you.

Mi'. WILD: This board wvaa empowered
by an Act of Parliament to preserve the
river and it is doing a mighty job. Those
concerned had a very good look at this
before they were prepared to put their
stamp on it. and the chairman came down
to my office himself and said. "With some
reluctance, we have to agree to this because
we recognise the imperativeness. of allow-
Ing this extra 191 acres to be taken."

Mr. Graham: When would you be likely
to start sheet piling and reclaiming?

Mr. WVILD: I will explain all that and
give a little idea as to the urgency. Fol-
lowing the receipt of the O.K. from the
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board, the Commissioner of Main Roads
then brought down to me these plans, and
he pointed out to me the necessity for
urgency.

If this motion is not passed this session,
the whole matter will be delayed until the
session'of Parliament next year. We all
know that there is a timetable or pro-
granune to which we must adhere. We
have this building being erected up here
which is to be finished by October, 1265,
by which time the people from the Public
Works Department and Water Supply De-
partment will be able to vacate their pre-
sent premises. Until this is done those
concerned cannot start the demolition in
order to do the work. through Malcolm
Street and so on over the Brewery. in
order that there will be no great hiatus and
waste of time, they have a timetable, and
the only work they can commence until
the Plublic Works Department and Water
Supply Department vacate their premises
is lower down, and they want to get on
with the work there, which includes the
roundabouts-or call them what you like-
coming off the Narrows.

In the last 12 months, following the
receipt of a machine from America-I
forget the name, but it was a very intri-
cate piece of machinery strongly recomn-
mended by De Leuw Cather & Company
-they have been able to get electrically the
compaction of the ground. As members
have probably read In the Press, there is
a fall of 19 ft. That is the distance it
is going to fall before it comes to firm
ground in order to consolidate. There-
fcre, millions of cubic yards of sand have
to be put there year after year until it
gets down and the top layer will ultimately
finish up 19 ft. below ground level.

Before they can do anything at all in
that area, in the way of work, they have
to get this extra land, the subject of this
motion, because the roads the people are
moving over now are going to be tem-
porarily shifted to this land that it is
hoped will be resumed for part of this
roundabout. Therefore it is just like a
game of draughts; only we must get the
reclaimed land on which to move the
roads because, until this is done, they can-
not start on the overall plan, which is
going to take the best part of four years
to complete.

Because of this extra work concerning
the compaction, etc., the Company asked
for an extra six months. This matter
would normally have been with me six
months ago; but on account of their
method of assessing the situation-and
might I say again to the House that I feel,
as a layman, that the idea of arriving, at
these curves, etc.. is really marvellous--it
was not possible. It is only when we realise
the reason for wanting the wide curves
that we really appreciate the situation.

11381

Mr. Toms; There is plenty of room f or
the curves; but are You satisfied that 19
acres will be the ultimate resumption?

Mr. WILD:' This matter was brought to
me by the Commissioner of Main Roads
and the Chairman of the Swan River Con-
servation Board, and they came to me with
almost fear and trepidation, if one might
use that term, because they realised. the
importance of the request.

Mr. Toms: You spoke about this matter
being like a, game of draughts. We amight
make the wrong move here.

Mr. WILD: I can only be advised by
these people, and we know that they are
among the top advisers in the world. I
do not think for one moment they would
have presented us with this request if
they believed there was the slightest doubt
about it. I realise what the honourable
member said about this, but I do not think
we have ever had-not in my time, anyway
-such expert opinions.

The experts are here in Western Aus-
tralia and-might I say again in passing-
they have been here for two years working
on this proposition. About seven or eight
months ago Mr. Leach camne to see mae and
brought with him Mr. De Leuw; and they
said they would like another six months
to make sure that what they were doing
was absolutely correct. The Premier agreed
to that; and, as a result, these people
have been here for two years working on
this project.

It has been a tight programme and It
came to me only three weeks ago. Natur-
ally I had to take it to Cabinet and
hence the delay in getting it to Parlia-
ment. I apologise to the House for the
lateness of the introduction of the motion,
but I think members will appreciate it
was brought about by circumstances.

Mr. Graham: You have not yet answered
my question. When do you anticipate you
will start your piling and reclamation
work?

Mr. WILD: We will start the reclama-
tion work straight-away.

Mr. Tonkin: What with?
Mr. WnILD: I take it they will probably

use fill. They will use fill of some kind.
Mr. Tonkin: I thought you were going

to dredge.
Mr. WILD: I think they are going to

dredge and use it for fill.
Mr. Tonkin: Where are the dredges?
Mr. WILD: I have no idea where the

dredges are. Surely I am not expected to
know where every dredge is! One is at
Shark Bay at the moment. These People
know what they are doing; and surely 1,
as Minister, should not be expected to
probe and ask them where is this, where is
that, and where is something else. They
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indicate to me that they have to start on
this reclamation work in order to allow it
to settle down so that within 12 months
they can start to move the existing roads
that we are now using on to the new
section and they can get on to the main
work.

Mr. J. Hegney: Will the same thing
happen with the roads to be built on the
area to be reclaimed? Will that fill drop
by 19 ft., such as you mentioned took place
with the existing section? Will that
happen with the road that will be built
.subsequently?

Mr. WILD; Yes; I have no doubt that
sort of thing will go on all the time. I
use the Narrows Bridge frequently, and on
no fewer than four occasions to my certain
knowledge in the last 18 months, the
road has had to be lifted because of sub-
sidence in at least two places. So even if
they do build the roads at present ground
level, when the subsidence takes place
they will have to be lifted. That is why
we are going to see over the next two
or three years a tremendous amount of
fill being put in there.

The engineers have indicated a drop of
19 ft. before the earth is compacted and
reaches the base they want. Therefore I
hope the House will not agree to this
amendment. I can only come before the
House charged with the information given
to me by, I would say, some of the best
experts in the world, who have been here
for two years working with our own
officers. They presented to me this plan
for presentation to the House; and obvi-
ously, in their view, it is what we must
have if the various roads are to be built
to enable the Mitchell Freeway to be con-
structed.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) (5.34 p.m.]: The
amendment does not necessarily mean a
deferment. If a joint committee of both
Houses is appointed1 and the Government
has a majority on that committee, as is
suggested by the amendment, there could
be no question of any political opposition
being allowed to prevent a proper decision.
I would assume that it would be highly
probable, if not an absolute certainty, that
Parliament would accept, without demur,
the view of any such committee appointed.
Parliament having appointed a committee
to go into the question, I cannot imagine
It would then reject the decision made.

So if this committee were set up, which
could be done today, it could examine this
question and report within a week or two.
Then, if the report were favourable, the
Main Roads Department could anti cipate
the approval of Parliament. It would not
be the first time that had been done.
Buildings have been erected in this State
in anticipation of the approval of Parlia-
ment, and businesses have been established.

So there would be nothing new In the Gov-
ernment going ahead in anticipation of
parliamentary approval-which, I repeat,
would be almost certain to follow a favour-
able recommendation.

But the amendment would make it
possible for a very close study of the pro-
posals to be made, which has not been
possible up till now. I know a good deal
more about it since the Minister has tabled
certain plans than I knew before, and I say
quite frankly I am favourably impressed
by what it is intended to do. But one point
which must not be lost sight of-and this
was the point made by the member for
Balcatta-is that in agreeing to this re-
clamation of 19 acres we are irrevocably
committing Parliament to agree to certain
additional reclamations. of the Swan River;
because we could not put the clock back
after the first section had been done.

So it is as well that we keep in mind,
when we are making any decision on this
question, that we are inevitably agreeing
to further reclamation work. Therefore,
we have to consider that at this point of
time.

I would be the last one to make it im-
possible for the Main Roads Department to
adhere to its plan, but I am not at all1
satisfied that even six months' delay in
this decision would seriously upset the
department. We have not been told,
seeing no precise information is available,
but it looks to me as if the major part of
the fill required for this will come from
the river itself, and it will be pumped up
by dredges. Having regard for ray own
experience, it is not easy to get dredging
capacity to do the jobs we want done. We
finished up, finally, in getting a dredging
company to come from the Eastern States
to do certain work in the Swan River,
under contract.

It may well be that the department is
in no position to proceed for some months
on reclamation work because dredges are
not available for the purpose. If that be
so, I think it is very likely there is some-
thing to be gained by giving members of
Parliament an opportunity of going more
thoroughly into the question.

I found a number of queries rising in my
own mind as I studied the plan for 10
minutes or so, and I would like the oppor-
tunity of asking some questions about
various aspects. Probably I would get
completely satisfactory replies from the
experts with regard to the queries in my
mind, but I think I am entitled to have
them settled before I1 make a decision,
Provided the delay involved will not be
serious to the department.

I feel that, in any event, if we give this
permission today the work will not start
for some months; because while I have no
precise information as to the availability
of dredging capacity at the moment, it has

3872



[Friday, 0 December, 1963.1 37

never been something which has been
freely available in Western Australia.
Never at any time!

It may take six months in order to call
tenders and let contracts for this work,
because it would appear to me it will be
work which will be done by contract. If
it is to take a number of months, could
we not very well spend some of the time
satisfying ourselves that this is the correct
step to take? I am not suggesting that lay-
men have a better idea of these matters
than men whose job it is to do this plan-
ning, but we have to be conscious of the
tact that frequently they go for the ideal
in their minds, Irrespective of the effect
elsewhere. They know what they want to
do. They know what appeals to, them best,
and so they plump for it without regard
to other considerations. There is a pos-
sibility that that has been done in this
case.

The Minister said, when he was intro-
ducing this proposal, that this reclama-
tion work involved about 19 acres of the
river and would leave about 560 acres-

Mr. Wild: Eight hundred and fifty acres.
Mr. TONKIN: Very well; 850 acres in

the river.
Mr. Wild: Between Heirisson island and

the Narrows.
Mr. TONKIN: Yes, in Perth Water. How-

ever, is that the true position? Will not
this reclamation involve further reclama-
tion along the foreshore as far as Reinis-
son Island, and so the reclamation for
which approval is now being sought by this
motion must be followed inevitably with
this other reclamation and will have to be
subtracted from this total of 850 acres
which is supposed to remain in Perth
Water? If that is so, it is misleading to
say, at this juncture, that 850 acres of
Perth Water is to remain, because that will
not be the position in view of the fact that
we are irrevocably committing ourselves to
future reclamation once we agree to this
Part of the reclamation which is immedi-
ately necessary.

Those are factors which must be taken
into consideration, in my view; and unless
the Minister can show that the Main Roads
Department could not proceed on a deci-
sion of the committee in anticipation of
approval by Parliament subsequently, there
would appear to be no obstacle in the road
of agreeing to the amendment. On the
contrary, it seems to me to be a very
sound argument in support of it, because
we are a democracy. It is not only desir-
able to do the correct thing, it is also de-
sirable, as far as is possible, to give the
impression that the right thing is being
done.

Some doubts have already been expressed
over the wisdom of the proposal. I think
the Government would be wise to take
steps to allay those doubts. I would like
to be able to read the minutes of the Swan

River Conservation Bouard, and to have
some idea of the discussion that took place
among the members of the board on this
proposal, and to see what fears the board
had in regard to it; because the Minister
mentioned that although the board gave a
unanimous decision, it took a long time
over it and was somewhat reluctant to
agree. If the board took a long time to
consider it, and showed some reluctanep,
I think that does not justify memnbers of
Parliament agreeing to the proposal in a
matter of minutes.

If the department would be prepared
to proceed on a, decision of a parliamentary
committee-and I think it ought to be in
a position to proceed; because what risk
would it run?-there would be no delay,
and we would be in the position of giving
more satisfaction than we would if we just
say, "This motion is going to be carried
whether you like it or not because it is
an urgent matter"; because I would point
out that if Parliament agrees to this ques-
tion on the argument that it is so urgent
it cannot be deferred, and then it takes
some months before the department gets
into action to start the job, the Govern-
ment would have a question to answer, and
it seems to me that it is highly probable
that would be the position.

It would help considerably in this mat-
ter if the Minister could say, "The Main
Roads Department is inquiring into this
question, and April, May, or June, is the
absolute deadline for commencing the
work without serious interference with the
department's proposals." I do not think
the Minister has any information on that
aspect. I think the department has simply
said, "We have to get on with this. It will
take a long time for this settlement to
take Place. It is a Job that ought to be
done straightaway and so we have to get
it considered by Parliament before it rises."

Mr. Wild: It is nothing like that. The
commissioner was very emphatic, and that
is why he urged me, at this late hour, to
get the proposal going.

Mr. TONKIN: Did he tell you when the
work would commence?

Mr. Wild: He said it had to he done im-
mediately in order to fit in with the other
work that follows.

Mr. TONKIN: He cannot start straight-
away because he has not the dredges avail-
able. He would have to let a contract for
the dredging and he might not find it
easy to get the dredging capacity straight-
away. He might start to think about it
straightaway;, but whether he will start, the
actual work straightaway is another mat-
ter. It could be six months before the work
is commenced. But, in any event, how
would this amendment affect his starting
the work? Governments have acted in an-
ticipation of the approval of Parliament
before, as I have pointcd out, and with
good reason: and if a joint committee of
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both Houses of Parliament-upon which
the Government would have major repre-
sentation-gives a decision against the pro-
posal, it would be extremely foolish for the
department to proceed with the work; but
if the committee gives a decision in favour
of the proposal-wieh seems probable-
what bar would there be to the department
proceeding in anticipation of the formal
approval which would be given subsequent-
ly?-because that is all it would be.

So I hope the Government will have
second thoughts on this proposition; and,
as there does not appear to me to be any
solid grounds for objecting to it, will allow
the amendment to be carried.

MR. HAWKE (Northam-Leader of the
Opposition) [5.48 p-m.]: When the Min-
ister moved this motion he placed before
the House very little information
about it, and little information in support
of it. As a result of speeches made subse-
quently by members on this side of the
House, and questions put directly to the
Minister, he later came forward with a
great deal more information. Why all this
information was not given when he spoke
initially in support of the motion, I am at
a loss to understand. One could not be
blamed for taking the view that the Min-
ister has got into the habit of throwing a
proposal into the Rouse knowing he has
a majority on his side of the House-who
will support him without question;, and
therefore feeling-as he might do-that it
is not necessary to justify a motion or to
justify a BilZ.

I think that attitude treats Parliament
with a considerable amount of contempt.
No Minister should develop the attitude of
mind that, because a majority of the mei-
bers of the House are his supporters, all
be has to do Is to get their consent at a
party meeting beforehand, and then bring
a Bill, or a motion, down here in the open
House, put up a very scrappy argument in
favour of it, and allow the matter to go
at that.

I can understand the Minister, the
Premier, and their colleagues, feeling that
if the amendment were carried it could
hold the proposed work up for quite a
while, even if the committee were unani-
mous in approving the proposal. Accord-
ingly, I am inclined to ask the Minister
whether he would agree to the amend-
ment, in essence, being tacked on at the
end of the motion as it appears on the
notice paper. That would mean the House
would give the necessary consent to the
words, which could go at the end of the
motion as printed. We would then have
the motion as it appears on the notice
paper, plus the words, "Provided the joint
committee did not make a decision against
the proposal." Those words would con-
stitute the proposed amendment.

The motion, and the amendment I have
suggested, if carried together, would then
give the consent of Parliament to the pro-
posal, and the consent would carry, unless
the proposed committee, after it had in-
vestigated the proposal, decided against it.
There would be no delay, because the com-
mittee could conclude its consideration of
the Proposals, I should say, within a few
days.

Members of Parliament would then gen-
erally feel much more secure, and much
more happy and satisfied about the whole
situation, than they are likely to feel now,
in view of the fact that the motion in
question has been introduced into the
House very late in the session, thus giving
members no real opportunity to thoroughly
investigate the situation.

It does not matter what the reason for
the late introduction might be; the essen-
tial factor is that the motion has been
brought here on the day, or the day before,
the session is due to close; leaving no time
at all for close investigation; no time at
all to make such contacts as some members
might wish to make with people outside,
who might have views to express. The
citizens outside of Parliament hardly know
this proposition is under way; and it is
unfortunate that a very important and
vital subject like this should have to be
brought before Parliament for decision in
these circumstances.

I hope, therefore, the Minister, the Pre-
mier, and their colleagues will agree to the
counter -suggestion, if such it could be
called, which I have put forward.

amendment put and a division taken
with the following result-

Mvr. nickerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Davies
Mr. Fletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr- Hall
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Heal
Mr. J. Hegney
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Jamileson

Mr. Bovel
Mr. Brand
Mr. B3urt
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Cronrnelin
Mr. Dunn
Mr. Gayter
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Guthrie
Dr. flenn

Ayes
Mr. Cursan
Mr. Evans

Ayes-22
Mr. Kelly
Mr. D. 0. May
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Oldfleid
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Sewsll
Mr. Tomis
Mr. Tonktin
Mr. H. May

(Teller)

Noes--23
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Lewis
Mr. 1. W. Manning
Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. Runciman
Mr. Wild
Mr. Williams
Mr. O'Nel

(Teller)

Pairs
Noes

Mr. Hart
Mr. O'Connor

Majority against-1.

Amendment thus negatived.
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Debate (on motion) Resumed

MR. BRADY (Swan) [5.58 p-m.]:- I
have not yet spoken on the motion. I
wish to say that I think the Minister
should have a lot more information avail-
able about this intended resumption: be-
cause, as far as I am concerned, it could
have the effect of increasing the prospects
of flooding in the eastern suburbs in the
coming winter, to a greater extent than
has been the case in the past.

Mr. Graham: Oh no!
Mr. BRADY: It would seem that mem-

bers know more about my electorate than
I do. I know that in the eastern suburbs
we have had more flooding in this last
year than we have had over the past 20
years.

Mr. Brand: We have also had mare
rain this year.

Mr. BRADY: Now it would seem we are
going to have 20 acres resumed In the
vicinity of the Narrows Bridge, which could
easily mean further flooding in the area
to which I have referred. I feel I should
issue a note of warning to the Minister.

I will not speak at length on the aspect
of flooding, but I feel that members of
this House might do well to have a look
at the Plans in connection with this re-
sumption, to see the trend, and the in-
tentions in regard to the flow of traffic.
They would then know where the traffic
was coming from. and where it was going
to. That is the key of the whole situation.

I doubt whether there are four members
in this House, among those who support
the motion, who know what the traffic
trend is at the present time. I have taken
the trouble to make a study of the project
and the resumptions involved, and I want
to Point out that in one part of the day
it is envisaged that between 15,000 and
16,000 vehicles will pass over the new road
in one direction in the morning, and ap-
Proximately 14,000 to 15,000 will pass in
the opposite direction in the evening.

Instead of planning all developments on)
this side of the Causeway, I think the de-
partmental officers should concern them-
selves with resumptions in the vicinity of
Mt. Lawley near the gasworks and the
railway line at East Perth, to cater for
the increase in traffic Coming into the city
from the eastern suburbs. If that is done
this traffic will not have to enter the city
across the Causeway and along the
Esplaniade.

I could speak on this motion for a long
time, but I shall not do so in view of the
shortness of time. However, as the mem-
ber for Swan, which embraces some of
the eastern suburbs, I have to point out
the features that are wrong in the pro-
posal before us. The Government should
carry out development on the eastern side
of the city to relieve the traffic congestion.

so that people could go along to the East
Perth or Rivervale railway stations and
travel by train to the heart of the city;
that is Preferable to having 20,000 vehicles
all going along the Esplanade to find their
way into the city with a resultant build-
up of traffic to a tremendous extent.
Probably in another three years the stan-
dard gauge railway line will terminate at
East Perth, and there will be another
build-up of traffic.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
I think the honourable member should
relate his remarks to the motion before
the House.

Mr. BRADY: All the vehicles coming
into the city will pass over the area
covering the 19 acres proposed to be re-
sumed. I have no wish to depart from the
motion, because I have too much respect
for the Chair.

The resumptions in the vicinity of the
Narrows Bridge will have the effect of
causing move flooding in the eastern
suburbs, and of bringing more traffic into
the city. I ask the Minister for Works to
consult the Commissioner of Main Roads,
and the Chairman of the Metropolitan
Region Town Planning Authority, to find
out if it is necessary for all that amount
of traffic to come into the city over this
area of 19 acres which is to be resumed.

As the member for Melville said, this
is not the finish of the resumptions, and
there will be more in the future. The
present planning of the city is wrong in
some respects, and the town planners seem
to forget that the city is stretching north-
wards, while all the development is going
on in the south. I do not oppose the plan
which has been placed before us, but I
leave the thought with the Minister that
in the Planning of the city the development
should take Place where it is most. neces-
sary,

Question put and passed.
Motion agreed to.
Resolution transmitted to the Council

and its concurrence desired therein, on
motion by Mr. Wild (Minister for Works).

MOTOR VEHICLE (THIRD PARTY
INSURANCE) ACT AMENDMENT

BILL (No. 2)

Second Reading

Debate resumed, from the 4th December,
on the following motion by Mr. Nalder
(Minister for Agriculture):

'That the Bill be now read a second
time.

MR. GRAHAM (Balcatta) 16.5 p.m.]:
know it is not a new observattion when I
say that this Bill should have been intro-
duced earlier in the session, so that an
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opportunity would be given for full con-
sideration of its merits. My study of the
existing Statute and this amending Bill
makes me question the necessity for the
measure. In my view there should be a
complete review of third party insurance
legislation.

The original legislation which became
the law was introduced in 1943, but earlier
attempts had been made by Labor Govern-
ments to introduce a similar law. Because
those Bills contained certain provisions
against which the Legislative Council
raised objection, they were defeated.

The Bill introduced in 1943 was passed,
and in 1948 an amendment was passed
which provided that insurance companies
which at that time were engaged in third
party insurance should have an interest
in the trust in direct proportion to the
amount of business they were doing as at
the 30th June, 1948. That process has
continued ever since.-

I do not know that any companies have
withdrawn from this type of business. The
Minister suggested it in his introductory
remarks, without being specific on this
point. These companies have an interest
in proportion to the amount of business
they were doing many long years ago. It is
mcre than likely the ratio of business is
entirely different now from what it was
then. The Bill seeks to allow new com-
panies to become associated with the trust
if and when any of the existing companies
choose to withdraw.

Mr. Cornell: Is it not because some corn-
panfes have withdrawn and cannot get back
again?

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not know.
Mr. Nalder: Sixteen companies have

withdrawn and there is no provision if they
want to go back in. That is the reason.

Mr. GRAHAM: I am worrying about the
necessity for allowing companies to come
in. The Minister suggested there was some
concern because of the losses being sus-
tained, and because of this the number
of companies was lower and this might
start a stampede and many or all of them
would desire to leave.

Mr. Nalder: There were originally 64
and there are now 47?.

Mr. GRAHAM: I thank the Minister for
that information. It is, of course, in-
Possible in the long term for the companies
to lose. Premiums are raised in order to
meet anticipated commitments and to re-
turn a margin of 5 per cent. it is true
that in recent years losses have been sus-
tained: and, largely on account of that, it is
proposed that, as from the 1st January
next, there will be a heavy increase in third
party insurance premiums to overtake the
loss and also to back-date, if one likes, the
item in respect of the five per cent. to be
paid to the companies.

if the number has come down from 64
to aL lesser number and eventually there
are only two or three, what damage would
be done? As a matter of fact, when the
legislation was first introduced by a Labor
Government it was proposed that a pool be
established to be conducted wholly and
solely by the State Government Insurance
Office-and that proposition was supported
by the leader of the Country Party. I do not
know what is achieved by having these ad-
ditional insurance companies associated
with the trust. Indeed, I can think of an
advantage in having much lower over-
head administration costs, and the rest
of it. I think the basis of a principle
wvhere the State compels a person to insure
should be that the State should provide
the facilities and there should not be any
question of profits being made by anybody.

Mr. Brand: The leader of the Country
Party, as Attorney -General, introduced
this legislation did he not?

Mr. GRAHAM: I am referring to Sir
Charles Latham, who was leader of the
Country Party at the time.

Mr. Nalder: The original legislation?
Mr. GRAHAM: Yes. I am making the

point that I think there could be a virtue
in these various companies gradually
falling by the wayside until it eventually
came to the original concept; namely, a
pool-and there is no more appropriate
organisation than the State Government
insurance Office to conduct it. Perhaps
on high political principle the members
of the Liberal Party would not like that
because it is another instalment of social-
ism.

Mr. Brand: The State Government In-
surance office has a big responsibility in
it.

Mr., GRAHAM: That is so, in percentage
to the total business it did at the time.
it might be doing twice as much at the
present moment; but it makes no differ-
ene to its interest. I make the observation
that I do not think there is any need for
concern because certain companies have
withdrawn or that others might. Indeed,
I think it could he of a distinct advantage
if that process were to continue. But
knowing the Government's Particular
political outlook-if I might express it
that way-I know, if I sought to miake
amendments to bring about that result,
what their fate would be. In any event,
the existing companies would remain until
of their own volition they withdrew, even
if we did not have this legislation.

My point Is this: In so many cases,
instead of trimming existing legislation, I
think more advantage should be taken of
the opportunity of making a complete re-
view. There are many Statutes where
this could be done. For instance, the
Licensing Act is one that has been
patched, repaired, and pushed around. We
should have a smaller measure that is
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more tidy, less cumbersome, and the rest
of it. There should be a new approachi to
this whole question.

In view of the circumstances I have
mentioned, and the lateness of the hour, it
is not my intention to oppose this measure.
I will co-operate with the Government
and support the second reading.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

in Committee, etc.
Bill Passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Mr. Nalder (Minister for Agriculture), amd
passed.

RAILWAY BUSES: PERTH-
NORTHAM

Confusion and Inconvenience to
Passengers

MR, COURT (Nedlands-Mrnister for
Railways) [7.40 p.m.]: I promised the
Leader of the Opposition that I would en-
deavour to make inquiries during the day
in connection with the question he asked
earlier in the sitting. I have examined all
the information available to me at this
juncture and have formed the opinion that
in the main the answers given were not
unreasonable. The only answer which I
consider calls for further examination is
No. 12. This is being undertaken and I
will write to the Leader of the opposition.

LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
BILL (No. 2)

In Committee
Resumed from the 21st November. The

Chairman of Committees (Mr. 1. W. Man-
ning) in the Chair: Mr. Court (Minister
for Industrial Development) in charge of
the Bill.

Clause 3: Section 5 amended-
The CHAIRMAN:, Progress was reported

after the clause had been partly considered.'
Mr. COURT: When the Bill was in the

second reading stage the member for May-
lands pointed out that he considered there
was an anomaly in the drafting. In his
opinion0T the anomaly that we sought to
remove created a bigger one in its place.
I arranged to report progress and have
the matter examined. I would express
my appreciation to the honourable member
for his observations, because it does appear
to the legal people that he was correct
in his claim. A number of amendments
have been put on the notice paper in my
name. These have been submitted to
Crown Law and I understand they have
also been considered by the Licensing

Court to check their effectiveness. In
Clause 3. on page 2 of the Bill there
appears the following definition of bottle.

"Bottle" includes a can or other
container having a capacity not Cx-
eeedtng one reputed quart;

That was innocent enough, but it created
anomalies throughout the legislation and
would have opened the door to trading,
which Parliament never intended. I move
an amendment-

Page 2, lines 4 to 9-Delete para-
graph (a).-

The other amendments on the notice
paper in my name are consequential on
the acceptance of this amendment.

Mr. OLDFIELD: I would like to inform
the Committee that the amendments pro-
posed by the Minister are in kreeping with
what I had in mind when speaking to the
second reading. I thank the Minister for
having suitable amendments drafted. I
trust he will be just as co-operative when,
at a later stage of the Bill, I raise other
issues.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 4 to 9 put and passed.
Clause 10: Section 28 amended-
Mr. OLDFIELD: I have circulated copies

of my proposed amendments to some mem-
bers of the Chamber. I move an amend-
nient-

Page 5, lines 27 to 30 Delete para-
graph (b).

The amendment in the Bill is to enable
what is now known as the Australian wine
and beer license to become the Australian
'vine, beer, and spirits license. My objec-
tion to this is that there is only one license
of this nature left within the State of
Western Australia. In 1959 this Parliament
saw fit to say that there would be no f urthier
licenses of this nature. Some hotels have
relinquished their licenses during the past
few years because they were unable to
compete under modern trading conditions.
This provision relates to the hotel known
as the Alhambra Bars. I believe it is
known locally as "The Dive."

Under the Act licensed premises must
have a couple of bedrooms made available.
The bedrooms connected with the Alh am-
bra Bars are on the top floor of the build-
ing. There is no real access to them. No-
one remains on the premises at night,
and if anyone is seeking- a bed no-one is
available to supply one; and if one were
able to obtain accommodation during the
day, ha the key, and had access to a bed-
room, there would be no means of that
person getting an evening Meal. That
would not be so bad, but there is no pro-
vision for anyone to be supplied with break-
f ast.
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In the last three or four years we have
been introducing amending Bills to try to
tighten up the Act and improve the stan-
dard of accommodation available at hotels
through the State. There are some provi-
sions in this Bill to tighten up on that as-
pect, and it is even proposed to give the
Chairman of the Tourist Development
Authority power to make recommendations
to the court in respect of certain hotels.

If we are trying to tighten up on the
accommodation angle I do not see why we
shou'd extend the activities of one parti-
cular establishment which is not providing
any accommodation service to anybody, but
is merely supplying beer and wine and a
type of meal known as a buffet. Already
two hotels in the vicinity-the Metropole
and the Perth Hotel-have relinquished
their licenses because of the unprofitable
nature of the business; and if this hotel
gets an increase in its franchise, as it were,
1 do not think it would affect the bar
trade to any extent, but it would certainly
affect its bottle trade, and it would prob-
ably enjoy the best bottle trade of any
hotel in Perth.

It is situated alongside one of the
busiest bus stops in the metropolitan area
-in Barrack Street opposite the Town
Hall-and I think it would be unfair to
the liquor trade, and we would certainly
not be consistent with our previous deci-
sions in regard to making hotels improve
their accommodation, if we were to extend
the franchise to these premises.

Mr. Brand: Would the extra Australian
whisky they sold make that much differ-
ence to their trade?

Mr. OILDFIELD:- It would make a tre-
mendous difference to its bottle trade, and
that trade would naturally be taken away
from the hotels in the vicinity which are
providing accommodation and meals. As
the Premier knows, only a certain number
of bottles of whisky, brandy, gin, and so on
are sold, and if this place gets the busi-
ness it will be taking it from somebody
else who has to provide amenities.

I think we could defer this measure for
12 months, particularly in view of the fact
that cowing on to the market in Western
Australia is a certain type of blended
whisky and amn. It is a blend of Austra-
lian and Scotch whiskies and the gin is
either English or Scottish gin mixed with
Australian gin. I do not know the pro-
portions, or whether it will be called Aus-
tralian spirits.

Mr. Craig: Do they blend Australian gin
with imported gin in Australia?

Mr. OLDPIELD: Yes: at the moment,
certain liquor firms, I understand, are
blending Australian whisky and Scotch
whisky and the same applies to gin.

Mr. Brand: What brand would they be?
They would be rather dicky brands would
they not?

Mr. OLDFlELD: We are not allowed to
record free publicity in Hansard, but I can
let the Premier know later.

Mr. Craig: But the blend would be mar-
keted as Australian unless it was other-
wise stated on the bottle.

Mr. OLDPIELD: There is nothing to stop
these people putting 10 per cent. Austra-
lian whisky and 90 per cent. Scotch into
the blend and calling it Australian whisky.

Mr. Craig: There would be a big varia-
tion in the price.

Mr. OLDPIELD: That is true; but it
could occur. However, I think the issue
we have to decide upon is whether we ex-
tend the franchise in this case. Having
regard for what we have done previously
in this Chamber about improving the stan-
dard of hotels in an endeavour to attract
tourists, and as this clause would be doing
harm to hotels which are trying to attract
the tourist trade, I feel that we cannot
support the amendment in the Bill.

Mr. COURT: I am sorry that after the
cc-operation from the honourable mem-
ber in respect of the definition of a bottle
I cannot reciprocate by agreeing to this
amendment. I think we have to face the
issue that this is a peculiar license. It is
one that has been in existence for a long
time and it has been accepted. I think
we must all realise on reflection that it is
rather unfair to exclude the third leg of
the definition in this case. The appropri-
ate section is 32 in the Act.

It is an extraordinary situation that Aus-
tralian brandy, produced from Australian
grapes cannot be sold in these premises at
present because it comnes under the defini-
tion of spirits. Whilst I realise that would
not be the main spirit sold, it Is rather an
anomalous situation that an Australian
product of that nature cannot be sold in
this particular establishment. In any case.
having accepted the principle that this is
a peculiar license, or a license which is
peculiar to these premises, it seems only
logical to extend the franchise, as it were,
in this instance.

The honourable member suggested the
Bill should be deferred for a while because
of the proposal to blend Australian and
overseas spirits. This legislation was in-
troduced 12 months ago but did not pass,
and the Bill on that occasion included this
particular clause. This question of blends
will arise from time to time and one can-
not predict what will happen in the future
in regard to ratios and so on. I think'
section 32 is sufficiently clear, and I oppose
the amendment.

Mr. GRAHAM: However often those who
sit opposite may have thought the member
for Maylands has been wrong in the past
I am certain that he is absolutely correct
on this point. The Minister has admitted
that this is a peculiar license, and it cer-
tainly is an anomaly in respect of the place
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'we have in mind. Surely the Government
should be taking steps to overcome the
anomaly. Surely a person is given author-
ity to sell spirituous and fermented liquor
on the condition that he provides an ad-
ditional service, such as accommodation
and meals. This is one place in Western
Australia which does not provide such a
service.

I think we should inform the principals
of this place that, within a period of time,
it will be required to provide accommoda-
tion, and the other facilities that go 'with
a publican's general license. If the hotels
that surround the Alhambra Bars have to
provide the necessary facilities which ac-
company a publican's general license, then
why should not the Alhambra Bars do the
same?

Mr. Craig: They were the first to pro-
vide a counter meal.

Mr. GRAHAM: I cannot see any par-
ticular merit in that. I would like to see
the Minister try to get breakfast, or Sun-
day dinner from the Alhambra Bars. One
could say that if a place provided peanuts,
or Potato chips, it would be satisfying cer-
tain conditions. Has not the theory been
that, in order to provide a decent standard
of accommodation, it is necessary to have
an activity which subsidises the house por-
tion?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: What would you
do as a Minister?

Mr. GRAHAM: If I were a Minister I
would only be 10 per cent, of the Cabinet,
but I would be inclined to give the owners
of this place five years' notice, and indeed
to write an amendment into the Act saying
that as from the 1st December, 1988, a par-
ticular type of license shall have force, and
leave it to the owners to decide whether
they 'would allow their license to lapse, or
convert It to a publican's general licenseand provide the necessary accommodation,
and other facilities that go with It.

The Alhanmbra Bars should not be per-
mitted to be in competition with people
who spend thousands of pounds in provid-
Ig accommodation and staff facilities un-
der a publican's general license. I under-
stand that most of the Profit comes from
the bar and liquor generally. The Govern-
ment should leave this alone. Surely we
are not going to allow, for all time, this
,.peculiar license", as the Minister has
described it. It is anomalous, unfair, and,
in my view, wrong. Something should be
done to rectify the Position.

Mr. Bickerton: There should not be just
the one.

Mr. GRAHAM: I agree. This is not a
party Bill. The Government would not
rise or fall on it. The Government should
leave it alone.

Mr. COURT: We must realise this hotel
has been there for a long time: certainly
for as long as I can remember. it is niot
as though it was the plaything of one Gov-

ermnent. It has the redeemaing feature-if
one could call it th-at--of selling Australian-
made beer and wine. Surely it is sound comn-
mnonsense to encourage the sale of Austra-
lian products, if these liquors are going
to be sold at all, rather than prohibit their
sale. This license was granted so long ago
that Australian wines were non-existent;
most of the stuff was illcit, and made at
home inl the copper. We have come
a long way since then, and I think
we should encourage the Australian pro-
duct. This is a non-party Bill.

Mr. J. Hegney: Does it push the sale of
Western Australian wines as against Aus-
tralian wines?

Mr. COURT: It can only sell Australian
wines, and I can only presume that the
local producers, who are aL keen lot, get
in for their share, it is not for us to tell
these people how to run their business. No
Government would bring forward thg. sug-
gestion to create a new license like this one.
We are just trying to make sense of some-
thing that has become nonsmnse in the pas-
sage of time.

Mr. OLDFIELIJ: The Minister is right
when he says this is a peculiar license, and
that it has been In operation for some
time. It is the only one remaining. Up
to a short while ago there were three or
four; but, subsequently, they all applied for
a pubiean's general license.

Mr. Graham: And it is time this one
did.

Mr. OLDFXELD: I agree. The premises
are owned by a wealthy syndiate; they
have the room, and the money to provide
decent premises, and the facilities that go
with a publican's general license. This
license is just an overflow from the bawdy
days of the gold rush. These licenses were
known as shalpoo licenses.

Mr. Court: You want to be careful, be-
cause you have the amendment on the
Mining Act to deal with yet.

Mr. OLDFIELD: if the Minister is
anxious to promote the sale of Australian
wines and spirits then, as Minister for In-
dustrial Development, lhe should promote
the sale of Western Australian wines and
spirits. If no Wines and spirits are manu-
factured in Western Australia at the
moment, we should encourage their manu-
facture. I must persist with my amend-
ment.

Mr. BICKERTON: In view of the Minis-
ter's explanation, and the remarks of the
member for Balcatta and the member for
Maylands, could the Government tell me
whether this peculiar license is going to
be allowed to go on indefinitely, without
calling upon the principals to convert it
to a publican's general license? Has the
Government any idea of restricting this
peculiar license, which is causing the
problem, to a set period of time; and, if
not, does not the Minister think that de-
sirable?
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Mr, COURT; This is the only license of
its kind, and that is why I referred to it
as a "peculiar license."

Mr. Bickerton: It could be the lucky last.

Mr. COURT: It would be undesirable.
and impracticable, to place a time limit on
how long the license should continue. On
the question of examining the license to
see whether some other conditions cannot
be insisted on, the Government is under
pressure constantly to review such situa-
tions, and I have discussed this matter with
the Premier, and we will consider the posi-
tion for the future. Rather than leave
it in its present anomalous position, how-
ever, I think we should add the third leg.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: This peculiar
license, as it has been called, was reviewed
by the special licensing committee some
three or four years ago, as it is the last
of its kind. It was felt at the time it
would be desirable to cease issuing a
license such as this, but it was also felt
that because of the interest established
for a'number of years it would be per-
haps better to leave it so that it would dis-
appear with the effiuxion of time. I think
that view is right. I fail to see why it
should be extended when it should be
contracted. That was the chief objective
set down by the committee which con-
sidered that this type of license was un-
desirable. I support the amendment.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Davies
Mr. Fletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Heal
Mr. J. Hegney
rt. W. Hegney

Mr. Kelly
Mr. W. A. Manning

N
Mr. Boull
Mr. Brand
Mr. Burt
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Co0urt
Mr. Craigy
Mr. Crommelln
Mr. Dunn
Mr. Gayfer
Mr. Grayden

yes--20
Mr. fl. G. May
Mr. Moir'
Mr. Nortonj
Mr. Qidacild
Mr. Rhattgan
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Turns
Mr. Tonktin
Mr. H. May

oes.-20

(Teller)

Mr. Guthie
Dr. Renn
Mir. Hutchinaon

Mr. Lewis
Mr. Haler
Mrl. Nimmo

Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Wild
Mr. Williams
Mr. Runcitnan

(Teller)

The CHAIERMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
The voting being equal, I give my casting
vote with the Noes.

Amendment thus negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 11 to 13 put and Passed.
Clause 14; Section 36 repealed and re-

enacted-
Mr. OLDFIELD: I move an amend-

nient-

Page 8, lines 9 to 15-Delete subsec-
tion (2) of new section 36.

The proposed amendment in the Bill will
take away from the Railways Department
the right to serve refreshments on Good
Friday, Christmas Day, and Anzac Day. For
many years the travellers who have
found it necessary to travel either by
rail or by railway road bus have been able
to enjoy the amenity of obtaining re-
freshments during their journey, whether
it be at a railway station refreshment
room or a refreshment room where a6 bus
is scheduled to stop.

It can be argued that it is difficult to
obtain staff on Christmas Day and that
people should not be expected to work
at that time-and I wholeheartedly agree
with that--but the trains and the railway
buses run on Christmas Day, Good Friday,
and Anzae Day, and at those times quite a
lot of people travel. Christmas Day is usu-
ally a hot day and refreshments would be
welcomed. When the trains and buses stop
at the refreshment rooms the passengers
will still be served with tea, cool drinks, and
so forth, so there will be no staff problem.

Railway passengers in Western Australia
are not able to travel under the same
luxurious circumstances as they do in
other parts of the world, so until we
have buffet cars serving refreshments, this
service should be available at the refresh-
ment rooms. I am of the opinion that
our rail and road service passengers should
not be denied the opportunity of having a
glass of light refreshment, no matter on
what day they are travelling.

Mr. COURT: I oppose this deletion.
When one boils it down, the clause only
refers to three days--Good Friday, Christ-
mas Day, and the morning only of Anzac
Day. Surely that is. not unreasonable.
Christmas Day and Good Friday have a
special significance in this community. The
position is not as the honourable member
stated in regard to staff. The staff that
would serve tea, coffee, sandwiches, and
so forth would not be the same staff that
would handle liqubr. The age factor comes
into it and there are other reasons, such
as security of handling the stocks.

I do not think it is asking too much
to provide by Statute that on these three
days-Christmas Day, Good Friday, and
Anzac Day-people refrain from wanting
liquor.

Mr. BURT: I support the amendment
as I know what it is to travel through
the outback country during the summer
months. It is usually hot on Christmas
Day, and I do not see 'why anybody should
be forbidden to have a drink. Christmas
Day, far from being as it should, a day
of prayer, is a day when most of the popu-
lace visit each other's homes and consume
large quantities of liquor. Thierefore, I
cannot see any harm in allowing people
to have one or two drinks during the short
time a train or bus stops at a refreshment
room.
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Mr. GRAHAM: Would the Minister be
Prepared to relax in respect of Christmas
Day? I think it would be generally thought
by members that Good Friday is an
exceptional day, even if it is very hot
in certain outback parts and elsewhere.
However, Christmas Day is in a different
category, and I ask the Minister if he
would be prepared to delete the words "or
Christmas Day."

Mr. COURT: I am sorry I cannot fit
in with the wishes of the member for
Balcatta. I personally retard Good Friday
and Christmas Day as two holy days. I
think this is something about which
members will have to make their own
decision because it is not a party Bill.
However, members of the Government feel
that a restriction of three days is little
enough.

Mr. GRAHAM: I think we should test
the Committee on this and take two days
separately instead of one. Perhaps the
member for Maylands could ask leave of
the Committee to withdraw his amend-
ment.

Mr. OLDFIELD: I am prepared to go
along -with the suggestion of the member
for Balcatta, and therefore I seek leave to
withdraw my amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Mr. GRAHAM: I move an amendment-

Page 8, lines 12 and 13-Delete the
words "or Christmas Day,".

It will be open to them, of course, to sell
liquor on Christmas Day to travellers.

Mr. HAWKE: I support the amendment.
I was opposed to Good Friday being in-
cluded because that is, indeed, a very
sacred day and a very holy day in our
calendar. However, Christmas Day is a
day of rejoicing. Good Friday was the day
of the death of Our Lord, and Christmas
Day was the day of his birth. Surely there
will not be any objection to Christmas flay.
I think the amendment is fair, reasonable,
and sensible.

Mr. D. G. MAY: I support the amend-
ment, because the only time that people
travel on Christmas Day is due to neces-
sity. The majority of people desire to be
at home with their families on this day
to join in the celebrations.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result--

Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Burt
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Davies
Mr. Dunn
Mr. Fletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Heal]
Mr. J1. Hegney
Mr. W. Hegney
Dr. Henn

Aves--24
Mr. Kelly
Mr. D. 0. May
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Oldlield
Mr. O'Nel
Mr. Eliatigan
Mr. fluncirnan
Mr. Seweli
Mr. Tom,,
Mr. Tonkifn
Mr. H. May

(Teller)

Mr. Baveli
Mr. Brand
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Cayler
hit. Grayden
Mr. Gutairle
Mr. Hutchinson

Noes-iS6
Mr. Lewis
Mr. W. A. Manlning
Mr. Nalder
Mr. IlMafo
Mr. Rawberry
Mr. Wild
Mr, Williams
Mr. Crammnelin

(Teller)

Majority for-S.
Amendment thus passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 15 to 18 put and passed.
Clause 19: Section 44F amended-

Mr. COURT: I move an amendment-
Page 9, line 30-Insert after the

word "amended" the following Pas-
sage:-

(a) by in serting after the word
"bottle" in line three, the
passage ", can"; and

(b)
This is a consequential amendment follow-
ing the amendment made to clause 3.

Amendment Put and Passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 20 put and passed.
Clause 21: Section 46 amended-
Mr. OLDFIELD: I move an amend-

ment-
Page 11, lines 7 and a-Delete the

words "or Christmas Day,".
Mr. COURT: In view of the Committee's

earlier decision I would be flying in the
face of a gale if I opposed this amend-
ment. I therefore have no intention of
opposing it.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 22 to 43 put and passed.
Clause 44: Section 122 amended-

Mr. COURT: I have two amendments on
the notice paper, both of which are con-
sequential on the amendment to clause 3.
I move the following amendmnents:-

Page 21, line 21-Insert after the
word "amended" the designation

Page 2 1-In sert af ter line 24 th e fol-
lowing new paragraphs-

(bi by inserting after the w~ord
'bottle,' in line two of sub-

paragraph (iii) of paragraph
(c) of subsection (2), the pas-
sage ", or in a can, or in any
container of any kind having
a capacity exceeding one re-
puted quart (other than a jug
when the liquor contained
therein is to be consumed on
the premises),"; and
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(c) by substituting for the words
"so sold in quantities of not
more than two bottles" in
lines five and six of subpara-
graph (iii) of paragraph (c)
of subsection (2), the passage
"sold by the bottle or in a
bottle or in a can, the capa-
city of which bottle or can
does not exceed one reputed
quart, in quantities of not
more than two reputed
quarts."

Amendments put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 45 to 65 put and passed.
Clause 66: Section 205 amended-

Mr. OLDP'IELIJ: I wish to amend this
clause, but the Minister also has some
amendments to it. I suggest I move to
delete paragraphs (a) and (b) and then
the Minister can move his amendments if
I am successful.

Mr. Graham: You should move to delete
the words in lines 1 to 5.

Mr. OLDFILD: Very well. I move an
amendment--

Page 30-Delete all words in lines
1 to 5.

The amendment in the Bill is intended to
take away from clubs throughout the State
something they have enjoyed for the past
50, or possibly 70, years-the right to open
on Christmas Day for the benefit of their
members. Of all the clubs of which I am
a member in the metropolitan area, and
those with which I am acquainted, very few
open on Christmas Day; and the few that
do open, remain open for a period of only
one or two or three hours. Staff prob-
lems are non-existent because, generally,
the club committees handle the matter.
By and large this provision makes very
little difference to the metropolitan area.

I understand that in the country dis-
tricts, especially in the remote areas, a
great number of club members enjoy
Christmas Day in their clubs. That applies
particularly in areas where there are not
many amenities and not much in the way
of social life.

We are fiddling with the present set-up;
we are taking away a right. It is not man-
datory for clubs to open. I suggest we
leave the matter in the hands of club
committees.

Mr. COURT: I wish to avoid any mis-
understanding. The member for Maylands
has moved to delete all words in lines 1
to 5. If he does that, will he not place
those who support him in an embarrassing
posltion?-beceause they will have to put
the Government In the position that it will
not bl able to give effect to these conse-
quential amendments.

Mr. OLDPIELD: In view of what the
Minister said, I ask leive to withdraw my
amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Mr. OLDflELD: I move an amend-

meat.-
Page 30, line 3 to 6-Delete para-

graph (a).
Mr. GRAHAM: I am wondering whether

the procedure should be that the Minis-
ter should go ahead and move his amend-
men t, and then those who feel as the mem-
ber for Ivaylands does on the question he
has raised can vote against the clause,
as amended, when the question is put.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
Will the member for Maylands make clear
to the Committee what he wants to do?

Mr. OLDFIELD: On reflection that
would be the easiest way. The Minister's
amendments are effective only if clause
66 remains unamended.

Mr. Cornell: You had better have a look
at clause 48.

Mr. OLDFIELD: Clause 48 simply deals
with bona ftds travellers. It has nothing
to do with clubs. I ask permission to
withdraw my amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn,

Mr. COURT: My main concern is to
move my amendments in such a way that
they will not prevent the honourable
member from having a decision made on
his question. This clause amends section
205. The original amendment of the
Government was to deal with this question
of Christmas Day as far as clubs are
concerned. My consequential amendments
are in respect of bottles, which is an en-
tirely different matter.

If we accept the fact that the conse-
quential amendment is to go in, it is a
question of how I will be allowed to put in
paragraphs (c), (d), and Ce) as they appear
on the notice paper; because, if the mnem-
ber for Maylands is successful in deleting
the whole clause, the consequential amend-
ments cannot be inserted.

I would like guidance as to how I can
have paragraphs (c), (d), and Ce), added
whilst, at the same time, the honourable
member can get a decision on the question
in which he is interested.

Mr. Graham: He should move to delete
paragraphs (a) and (b).

Mr. COURT: I have no objection, pro-
vided it will then be in order for me to
move to insert the paragraphs to which
I have referred.

Mr. OLDFIELD: I move an amend-
ment-

Page 30. lines 3 to 11-Delete para-
graphs (a) and (b).
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I move My amendment in order that those
clubs that do take advantage of the op-
portunity to trade on Christmas flay, es-
pecially those in remote areas, may con-
tinue to do so.

Mr. COURT: I only wish to make sure
that if the amendment is carried it will still
be in order for me to move to add para-
graphs (c), (d), and (e) appearing on the
notice paper.

Mr. Graham: They will go in as para-
graphs (a), (b), and (c).

Mr. COURT: I am not so concerned
about the Paragraph designations.

Mr. GRAHAM:. You will be all right. I
was hoping the Minister would raise no
objection to this amendment. The Com-
mittee has said it is opposed to public
trading on certain days. Now it is sought
in respect of clubs, whose activities are
confined to their own membership, to take
away something which has been in opera-
tion ever since there has been a Licensing
Act; namely, the right for members to
have the premises kept open on Christmas
Day so that they may get together.

I am doubly surprised at the Minister
because, in 1951, when Val Abbott was the
Attorney-General, there was a similar pro-
posal put forward. After I had explained
the situation to him, he rightly agreed with
me. and there was no debate, division, or
anything else, on the question that the
position in regard to Christmas Day
should remain as it was.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes-fZl

Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Burt
Mr* Cornell
Mr. Davies
Mr. Dlunn
Mr. Fletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Heal
Mr. .1. Hegney
Mr. W. Hegney

Mr. Eavel
Mr. Brand
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Orommolin
Mr. Gayfer
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Guthrie
Dr. Henn

Mr. Kelly
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Oldfleld
Mr. Ellatigan
Err. Ituncmam
Mr. Seweli
Mr. Tomus
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. H. May

(Teller)

Noes-la

Mr. Hutchinso
Mr. Lewis
Mr. W. A. Mar
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nimnno
Mr. flowberry
Mr. Wild
Mr. Williams
Mr. O'Nel

Majority for-S.
Amendment thus passed.

Mr. COURT: I move an amendin
Page 30. line 2-Insert af

word "amended" the followli
paragraphs:

(a) by inserting after Ui
"bottle," secondly occu
line two of paragraph
subsection (2). the

ne

",nor in a can, or in any con-
tainer of any kind having a
capacity exceeding one re-
puted quart (other than a jug
when the liquor contained
therein is to be consumed on
the club premises)";

(b) by inserting after the word
"bottle" secondly occurring in

line four of paragraph (d) of
subsection (2), the passage
"or in a can, the capacity of
which bottle or can does not
exceed one reputed quart,";
and

(c) by substituting for the word
"bottles," in line five of para-
graph (d) of subsection (2),
the words "reputed quarts."

Mr. OLDFIELD: This amendment could
only be supported with the strongest
recommendation.

Amend ment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 67 to 75 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, with amendments, and the

report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Mr. Court (Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment), and returned to the Council with
amendments.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Returned
Bill returned from the Council with an

amendment to the Title.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1963-64
In Committee

Resumed from the loth October, the
Chairman of Committees (Mr. 1. W. Man-
ning) in the Chair.

Vote: Railways, £4,824,000-
MR. HAWKE (Northam-Leader of the

Opposition) [9.14 p.m.]: These General
Loan Fund estimates are always very
interesting. They give members an op-

(,Teller ) portunity of knowing the main heads of
expenditure, and the amount of loan
moneys to be expended during the finan-
cial year under these headings. Western

en- Australia's share of the loan funds, ap-
Proved this year by the Loan Council which

ter the met in June last, amounts to £27,285,000.
rg new This compares with £25,356,000 last year,

and represents an increase of £2,000,000.
ec word However, an amount of £1,225,000 is
rrlng in required to fund the deficit in the Con-

Cc) of solidated Revenue Fund in the last finan-
passage cial year; therefore the net increase avail-
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able for expenditure on loan works this
financial year is approximately £104,000.
When we come to consider the great field
in Western Australia in which loan moneys
have to be expended, and the many im-
portant activities which require expansion
from year to year, the net increase in
loan funds available [or expenditure this
financial year, as compared with the last
financial year. is not very great. To a
great extent that is a pity, because it
will slow down the development which
can take place as a result of the ex-
penditure of loan moneys.

The programme of semi -governmental
authorities and local authorities whose
raisings individually will exceed £100,000
a year was fixed by the Loan Council at
£120,832,000 for all the States. Of the
total available, these authorities in West-
ern Australia are permitted to raise just,
over £E4,000,000.

I think it is worth repeating that the
borrowing programme approved by the
Loan Council this year for semi-govern-
mental and local authorities was fixed at
£120,000,000 in round figures. That is a
very great amount, and underlines the
extent to which semi -governmental author-
ities in particular are requiring loan
moneys, and expending those loan moneys
which come to hand, in the expansion of
the very important activities which they
operate. The semi-governmental field
covers such undertakings as the generation
and distribution of electric power, and in
sqome States water supplies, sewerage,
drainage, and so on.

It is not, after all, so very surprising that
such a huge amount of loan money should
be approved by the Loan Council for the
semi-governmental and local authorities.
The Comnmonwealth loan floated last July
was issued in long-term securities at £99
5s. and carried interest at the rate of £4
10s- per cent., to give a yield of £4 11s. Id.
Per Cent. This loan was heavily over-sub-
scribed, In his speech the Treasurer told
us that interest rates are now well below
the level of 1961 when £5 7s 6d. per cent.
per annum was being offered on long-
term Commonwealth bonds.

There is ground for satisfaction in the
fact that interest rates on public loans are
much lower than they were. However,
there is a great deal of room for anxiety
because interest rates are still as high
as they arc. This comment would apply
far more to interest rates outside of Public
loans, than rates on public loans them-
selves.

I am sure every member of this Com-
mittee, in his relationship with his electors
from time to time, found many of those
electors in considerable financial trouble.
because of the burden which interest pay-
mnent placed upon them. We know only
too well some citizens become heavily
burdened, not so much with indebtedness

in the true sense of that term, but with in-
terest Payments in relation to the total
indebtedness which they take on. I am quite
satisfied many citizens take upon them-
selves this indebtedness and this burden of
interest without realising at the time the
financial burdens which they were at-
tempting to shoulder.

If it were possible to have a few Months
of practical experience of what was actu-
ally involved in pounds, shillings, and
Pence, I am convinced they wouild not take
on the same large degree of indebtedness
and interest burden which many of them
do take on.

In this matter I was very interested to
read in our newspapers recently a cable
message from London which stated the
British Government proposed to intro-
duce legislation into the House of Com-
mons to give to housewives, in particular,
but Presumably to all citizens, a cooling-
off period of four to five days in relation
to the hire-purchase agreements which
citizens might sign. I think there is a
great deal of merit in that proposal.

We have heard in this Chamber, par-
ticularly from the member for Canning,
of what happened in some instances in
relation to the sale of encyclopedias in this
State. He told us on more than one oc-
casion how some housewives were per-
suaded through various methods to sign
up for these encyclopedias, and within 12
hours or less, after having discussed the
matter wvith their husbands, wvere very
anxious to get cut of their commitments;
but legally there was no escape. Sn it
would seem the legislation to be introduced
into the House of Commons is legislation
which could well be studied by members
of the Government and members of Par-
liament in this State generally, with a
view to seeing whether it might not be
worth while in the next Session Of Parlia,-
ment to try to do something similar.

The point I set out to make is that the
burden of interest nationally in Australia
is terrific, and individually in relation to
the citizens is also very great. Basically
I think it is accurate to say the burden of
taxation upon the people in Australia is
as high as it is because of the great in-
terest burden imposed upon Governments,
which has to be met from year to year
by the imposition of taxes upon the people,

if members care to study the Common-
wealth Year Book and the Year Book for
each of the six States, they will find the
total interest burden to be unbelievably
high, and therefore this burden must be a
very great factor in the huge amount of
taxation, indirect as well as direct, which
is imposed on industry and the people of
Australia each year.

The Commonwealth Government has
undertaken to provide additional finance to
Western Australia during the current
financial year, over and above what will
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be available through the General Loan
Funds. The main headings of Common-
wealth financial assistance are--

Commonwealth Aid Roads
University .. .
Standard Gauge Railway
Northern Development and

Derby Jetty ..
Beef Cattle Roads
Tuberculosis Hospital Ad-

ditions ... .. ..
Mental Institutions ..

10,214,000
708,000

5,500,000

1,350,000
750,000

It will be seen clearly that a consider-
able amount of spending money is coming
to the State Government from Common-
wealth sources under those headings.
Doubtless the expenditure of that money
will assist considerably to keep the econ-
omy in Western Australia reasonably
active, and to keep the volume of trade
up to a comparatively high level.

There will be other funds available to
the Government for expenditure on capi-
tal works during the financial year. They
are expected to total £2,046,000. Then, of
course, there are cash accumulations which
arise as a result of charging depreciation
to operating expenses, and so on. The ad-
ditional amount will border on £3,000,000.

The main sources from which that money
will come are-

£
Loan Allocation .. .. 22,003,000
Housing Allocation 3,400,000
Loan Repayments .. ... 2,046,000
Semi-governmental Borrow-

ing ... .. . 3,925,000
Grants and Advances from

the Commonwealth ... 18,632,000
Domestic Funds of Instru-

mentalities .. ... 2,892,000
Additional Assistance Grant 657,000

As a result of the figures I have just
given, the amount of funds available from
all sources to the Government in this State
for expenditure on capital works this year
will be an increase of £5,102,000 over and
above last year.

The Railways Department is still, of
course, an instrumentality which requires
a great deal of capital finance, and this
year the proposed expenditure of loan
funds on railway activities is £5,417,000.

The State Electricity Commission is an-
other State instrumentality which requires
a great amount of money for expansion
from year to year in order that the grow-
ing needs for electric current in the State
might reasonably be met, and also in order
that new areas which have not previously
been served with electric power might have
this benefit and convenience made avail-
able to them.

Under the heading of Public Works, it
is interesting and also satisfying to read of
the proposed expenditure of loan moneys
at Esperance. The Treasurer advised that
work on the new berth project down there

would continue, requiring a further
£380,000 during this financial year. There
is further money to be expended at Esper-
ance for work on the breakwater and a
substantial amount also for dredging
operations.

Geraldton is to receive an expenditure
of £228,000 to enable dredging of the har-
bour to be continued so that the harbour
and entrance channels and outer ap-
proaches may be deepened to enable larger
ships to come into the port. In this regard
we had a debate in the House earlier this
year as a result of a motion moved by the
member for Geraldton. There has since
been some information published in the
newspaper about what was understood to
be the estimated terrific cost of deepening
the harbour and approaches at Geraldton
to enable very large ships to come in there
for the purpose of loading iron ore, it
was hoped. In that regard it is somewhat
encouraging to find that the latest reports
are not as discouraging or pessimistic as
were some of those mentioned here when
the debate on the motion by the member
for Qeraldton was taking place.

I have been very disappointed indeed
to learn from time to time that the Com-
monwealth has not yet agreed to rein-
state its policy of assisting Western Aus-
tralia financially in connection with ex-
tensions to the comprehensive water sup-
ply scheme. I am even more pessimistic
about that because of the fact that the
Commonwealth did not make a favourable
decision before last Saturday's general
elections. I would have thought that had
the Government intended to make a
favourable decision it would have made
such decision before last Saturday. Doubt-
less. had such a decision been made before
last Saturday, it would have received a
considerable amount of publicity and would
have had a great amount of benefit
politically for the Government parties in
Western Australia.

Mr. Brand: Federal officers are doing a
survey here now-that is, the Agricultural
Department people-and will no doubt
report back on the economics of our case.

Mr. HAWKE: Yes; I understand that:
and I trust my pessimistic belief may be
Proven false-

Mr. Brand: I can only describe my at-
titude as having my fingers crossed.

Mr. HAWKE: -by a favourable decision
at a later date on the part of the Common-
wealth Government. However, we have to
remember the Commonwealth Government
has been taking a great amount of time to
make a decision on the State's request on
this matter. I am not certain how long it
is since the Commonwealth subsidy in con-
nection with the original scheme ceased,
but it is running now well over 12 months,
and probably nearer to two years. This
means the Commonwealth Government
has had two Years to investigate the re-
quest for a further subsidy on the expanded
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comprehensive scheme, and up to date no
decision has been made. It is a great pity
there has been all this delay; because, even
should the Commonwealth Government
make a favourable decision some time next
year, the delay which has taken place
has meant a lesser total amount has been
expended on expanding the comprehensive
scheme.

Naturally, the State Government has not
been able to double its contribution of ex-
penditure to the scheme. Therefore I would
think the amount which has been expend-
ed during the last financial year, or maybe
the last two financial years, has only been
50 per cent. of what it would have been
had the Commonwealth Government con-
tinued the subsidy without any break at
all.

The provision of water supplies in the
country districts 63 to be extended and
some new ones are to be put in hand. I
am sorry the Minister for Water Supplies
is not here at the moment, although I have
no doubt he has been called out on an
important mission. I wanted to express
the wish that the undertaking which he
has given in connection with the Meenar-
Quelllngton water supply extension which
is to be put in hand at the beginning of
the next calendar year. will In fact be put
in hand as early as possible next January.
It is amazing this area of country has not
previously been served with a water supply
extension from the goldfields extension.
it is a closely settled farming area between
Northern and Meckering, which produces
a great deal of grain and a large amount
of wool per acre.

The capacity of the land and the farmers
concerned to produce grain, and particu-
larly to produce stock, would very greatly
be increased with the addition of a per-
manent water supply within the district.
I have sometimes thought that if increased
wealth production was the target on the
basis of getting the most which could pos-
sibly be obtained from each acre of land
as quickly as possible, then these closer-in
farming areas would be given water supply
extensions much sooner than the far-out
sections of the country where the produc-
tion per acre cannot be expected to be
nearly as good as that in the closer-in
areas.

However, I know the argument the other
way, which is quite tenable and quite
logical and one with which I have a good
deal of sympathy, the argument being
that the outer areas are naturally in drier
climates, and consequently the need for
water supplies in those areas, both for
stock and domestic services, is greater than
It is within the closer-in areas where the
natural rainfall is perhaps twice as much,
and maybe two and a half times as much
as it is in the outer areas.

There is upon the programme of the
Public Health Department a proposal to
build a regional hospital at Northam,. and

I regret I have to step off the statesman-
ship pedestal for a moment to talk about
a district matter. The people concerned at
Northam have been very patient in this
matter, and very reasonable, too. They
have admitted the prior claims of Albany,
Bunbury, and Geraldton. It has, however.
been understood that Northam would follow
after those three centres. In fact, I re-
member that when Mrs. Cardell-Oliver was
Minister for Health, as Minister she camne
to Northam, and a local deputation waited
upon her requesting an early start on the
building of a regional hospital at Northam.
She was very impressed and very sympa-
thetic and gave an undertaking to put a
regional hospital for Northam on the pro-
posals for the department.

The under-secretary of the department
at that time was Mr. Stitfold, who strongly
expressed the hope he would still be under-
secretary for the department when the
foundation stone for the hospital was laid.
I am not sure how long Mr. Stitfold has
been retired on account of reaching that
age. I think it would be at least four years.
Not only, therefore, did he not see the
foundation stone laid, but it has not yet
been laid.

It is encouraging to the local people to
know that new nurses' quarters are to be
provided at Northarn on the basis that they
will be the nurses' quarters for the regional
hospital. In other words, nurses' quarters
far beyond the immediate requirements
will be constructed to make them suitable
to meet requirements when the large-scale
regional hospital is constructed.

There are many matters I am passing
over because of the time factor and because
I realise that you. Mr. Deputy Chairman,
(Mr. Cromnielin) sitting in the Chair,
especially with the humid conditions pre-
vailing, do not get a great deal of thrill or
excitement out of listening even to the
Leader of the Opposition-

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. Crom.-
melin):- I would not say that!

Mr. HAWKE: -making a speech In con-
nection with estimates associated with gen-
eral loan moneys. The Treasurer told us
work on the new Government offices on
the observatory site over the road would
continue in this financial 'year. He further
told us a contract for £2,299,000 for build-
ings had been let, this work to be com-
pleted by the end of May, 1965.

Sometimes we wonder where all the loan
money goes. However, when we realise
£2,299,000 is required for these proposed
new Government offices, we lose a lot of
our need to wonder.

Mr. Brand: And £1,000,000 on the insti-
tute of technology.

Mr. HAWKE: Yes. The Treasurer gave
us some information regarding loan money
expenditure in the north-west in connec-
tion with jetties; flood protection, mainly
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at Carnarvon; provision of mechanical
handling equipment at ports in the north-
west; and erosion protection on the Gas-
coyne River; and also, naturally, for fur-
ther expenditure on the Ord River scheme.

I think all members of Parliament agree,
and have agreed for many years past, that
the north-west portion of our State, and
the citizens who show enough grit to go
up and work there, deserve the best which
the State is able to give them in connec-
tion with loan money expenditure and such
other assistance as the State Government
and the State Parliament are in a posi-
tion from time to time to give to thase
people, and to the areas concerned.

The State Shipping Service requires an
amount of £479,000, which is a few thou-
sand pounds more than was expended on
that service from loan funds last financial
year. Final payments are due this year
on the florrtgo. the Ditlverton, and the
newly acquired motor vessel Kangaroo. We
are told a much more balanced fleet Is
now available and, consequently, a better
shipping service is being provided for the
people in the north.

We also read from time to time of the
great financial losses being made by the
State Shipping Service. However, I think
if we were to look very deeply into the
matter, and more logically at it. we would
probably find the total loss on the State
Shipping Service is no worse than the
total loss on transport activities In the
south-it is probably less than those losses.
Not only do the railways in the south lose
a lot of money each year, but we know
a great amount of money is expended on
roads to enable the road transport activi-
ties In the south to be carried on with
reasonable efficiency.

One great difference between money for
the State ships and money for roads in
the south is that money for the State ships
has to be borrowed on a repayable basis,
with Interest to be paid each year; whereas
money for roads in the south, and money
for roads in the north too for that matter,
is obtained almost entirely as a free grant
out of Commonwealth petrol tax money,
there being no obligation upon any State
to repay any of the total amount ad-
vanced, and, more importantly, to pay any
interest at all at any time upon any of
that money.

If money could be obtained from the
Commonwealth for State shipping activi-
ties on a non-repayable basis, and without
the necessity to pay interest, the State
shipping service to the north-west would
pay handsomely instead of involving the
State-and, through the State, finally the
Commonwealth-in substantial losses. In
any event, the State Shipping Service is
a very important lifeline to the north-
west, and is essential not only to the wel-
fare of the citizens up there but also to
the very existence of the industries and

activities which are carried on in that
important part of Western Australia, and
that very important part of the Australian
nation as a whole.

Last financial year the State Housing
Commission was allocated slightly over
£1,000,000 from the General Loan Fund.
It also received £510,000 from the Com-
monwealth Grant for the stimulation of
employment, and borrowed itself £630,000
under the semi-governmental programme.
The commission was able last financial
year to complete 667 homes and commence
the construction of an additional 278
homes. During this financial year the
commission is expected to let contracts for
940 houses.

I hope that an increasing amount of
money will be made available to the State
Housing Commission from whatever Pos-
sible sources it can be obtained: because
the housing situation in Western Australia
is not nearly as good as it should be, and
nowhere near as good as most of us would
wish it to be. I think the housing situa-
tion in the metropolitan area, and in all
of the important country towns, has gone
backwards in recent years. which is a
great pity; because the better housing of
the people, and the adequate housing of the
people, are tremendously important from
many points of view, especially from the
Point of View of family welfare and social
welfare. Therefore I hope the Govern-
ment will make available every pound it
can Possibly make available to the State
Rousing Commission; and, whenever pos-
sible. obtain other funds to give to the
commission to enable It to increase the
number of houses being built each finan-
cial year.

There are many other items I would
like to have spoken about, and would have
done so had time permitted. I understand
the Minister for Railways, when I was
absent from the chamber for a moment or
two at one stage this afternoon, or this
evening, did give some information in
reply to question No. 12 in connection with
the Perth-Northamn railway road buses,
which have been under discussion here in
recent days.

I have not been able to see a copy of
the answer which he gave later this even-
ing, and I would like to have a look at
a copy if one is available; because this
matter appears to me to be one of some
importance. It really comes down to an
issue of who is telling the truth, and when
the truth is involved as an issue in any
situation that situation becomes very im-
portant indeed in my mind.

Mr. Court: The person concerned has
just phoned me and I have conveyed that
information to her.

Mr. HAWKE: Having got a copy of
the answers, I can see that the informa-
tion set out here goes not one scrap be-
yond the information which the Minister
gave earlier in the day, which was quite
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inconclusive, and therefore quite unsatis-
factory. I have made some inquiries
among other people who were on the bus
in question, and I find the information
given by the Minister, in answer to my
question No. 12 of a few days ago, is utterly
and totally wrong. Therefore it seems to
me that an explanation and an apology
are due.

Nobody likes to be told that he is telling
lies, that he is misleading someone, or that
he is misrepresenting a situation, especi-
ally when such accusations or allegations
are totally untrue.

This situation can be briefly explained.
The railway bus in question pulled up at
Midland Junction because the bus which
was later leaving Perth had upon it a
passenger who wanted to transfer from
the second bus to the first bus. So ob-
viously the first bus had to wait some-
where along the track after it left Perth
to enable the passenger on the second bus
to get onto the first bus.

The second bus was going direct to
Northam, whereas the first bus was going
into places like Wooroloo, Wundowie. and
so on; and this passenger who was on the
wrong bus was travelling to one of these
off-the-main-road centres. Obviously,
therefore, the first road bus pulled up at
Midland Junction to wait for the second
road bus. According to information given
to the Minister by the Railways Depart-
ment, and upon which he based his answer
to my question No. 12, a passenger was
responsible for holding up the first bus at
Midland Junction because the Passenger
insisted upon going to a telephone booth
to make a telephone call.

Clearly, as soon as he received that
suggested reply from the Railways Depart-
ment, the Minister should have taken the
matter up with the department. I cannot
imagine any driver of a railway bus, or a
train, pulling up his bus or train to enable
somebody to go and make a phone call
unless, of course, it was a matter of illness
or emergency.

Mr. Craig: He might have wanted to
phone a bet through.

Mr. HAWKE: He might have done.
Mr. Court: In fairness to the employee

concerned I felt I had to see him person-
ally, and that is being arranged; because
I am sure the answers were given in good
faith by the department.

Mr. HAWKE: I am not Questioning the
good faith side of it, and I know the Min-
ister would have to base his reply to me
in this Parliament upon information given
to him by railway officers. However, I
could not believe that the driver of a rail-
way bus would pull his bus up for 10
minutes, or a quarter of an hour. as hap-
pened. to allow a passenger to get out and
make a private phone call. I am surprised,
really, that the hard-headed Minister for
Railways fell for that one.

Mr. Court: They are very obliging. As
a matter of fact, on that very day, the
driver, to oblige a customer, made a detour
off the route, and this is being investigated.
He did it purely to oblige a customer, and
now he is getting into trouble for not doing
as he was told.

Mr. HAWKE: I have no knowledge on
that point.

Mr. Court: It is referred to in those
answers.

Mr. HAWKE: Even if the bus driver had
done that I am sure he would not pull his
bus up at Midland Junction to allow some-
one to make a phone call, and stay there
for a quarter of an hour. I understand
the Phone call in question did not click.
The passenger who took advantage of the
bus stopping to get out was back inside
the bus in about three minutes, and the
bus continued to remain at Midland
Junction for another 12 minutes waiting
for the other bus to get to Midland Junc-
tion in order that the passenger who
wrongly got on the second bus might get
on the first bus and be taken to Woorolco.
or whatever centre it was off the main
road where that passenger wanted to go.

However, I shall await with considerable
interest the letter which the Minister has
undertaken to send to me in due course.

Mr. Court: And in duplicate.

MR.' KELLY (Merredin-Yilgarn) [9.58
p.m.]: I briefly want to touch on one
matter. I have been wondering in recent
times why the housing position in Merredin
has been slipping back on the position, as
we have known it in past years. On look-
ing through the housing figures I find that
over a six-year period from 1953-54 to
1958-59, a total of 723 houses were built
in the country, which was an average of
120 per annum. During the four-year
period from 1959-60 to 1962-63, the num-
ber of houses built in the country, under
the State Housing Act, totalled 111, and
that is an average of about 28 per annum.

When I saw those figures I realised that
the overall number of houses allocated for
country areas must have been reduced con-
siderably in the past four years. On the
30th October I received a letter from the
local branch of the Engine Drivers, Firemen,
and Cleaners' Union in respect of the
serious shortage of houses at Merredin.
I do not desire to pull any parish pump
handle or anything like that, but I must
give the details to let the Treasurer realise
the position. The letter states--

It was submitted that very few
homes became vacant at Merredin and
19 applications are listed with the rail-
way estate agent as requiring accom-
modation.
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It was decided that the matter be
referred to you for endeavours to be
made to increase the number of State
Housing Commission homes erected at
that centre.

Following the receipt of that letter, I asked
a few questions of the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Housing. I first asked
for the number of homes built in the vanl-
ous areas from 1953 to 1963. From the
answers I gleaned the information that,
in the last two or three Years, the number
of homes allocated to Merredin had drop-
ped back fast. As a matter of fact, the
present year is the worst Year we have
experienced. I must point out that Metre-
din is not standing still.

Mr. Brand: It is a growing centre.
Mr. KELLY: The population is increas-

ing fast, and I am at a loss to understand
why a Policy of this kind has crept in rela-
tive to Merredin. I also asked how many
applications for State Housing Commission
homes are outstanding at present in Merre-
din. I listed them in the categories of (a)
railway employees-to which I received
the answer that there were 13 applica-
tions; (b) other government employees--
In which category there were five applica-
tions; and (c) all other applicants, which
amounted to 24. This was a total of 42
applications for houses in Merredin at the
present time.

In the case of the railway employees,
whereas the Housing Commission claimed
there were 13 applicants, the union wrote
claiming that there were 19. So it looks
as though there might be a difference of
opinion on the methods of assessment.
However there would not be under 13, and
there was a total of 42 houses needed
urgently.

I next asked how many homes are in
the course of construction at present, and
the answer I received was that there are
four houses under construction. So of that
42 which are outstanding, four are being
built. The next question I asked was how
many houses, other than those being built,
have been allocated to Merredin, and when
are they scheduled for completion. I re-
ceived the reply that there were five
houses, and that tenders were to be called
in January. We are told that Merredin
has a vacancy rate of 25 houses per an-
num. Of course, 25 houses Der annum is
a very small figure compared with the 42
which we were credited with as being
under requirement. For the year 1963-64
only 11 homes will be made available, if
the present programme is continued.

Accordingly, I ask that something be
done fairly urgently to help the position,
because a lot of people are leaving
Merredin. We are losing some of them,
because they are immediately applying for
transfers, as they are not able to obtain
satisfactory accommodation. I do not
think that position is good enough, parti-
cularly in a town of the size of Merredin,

which is a big railway junction, where
there are also many other Government
employees. Merredin should not have to
battle to be given sufficient houses.

I bring that matter to the notice of the
Treasurer. I observe that the amount
available is not very great, although it is a
little better than it was last year. Appar-
ently. however, it is still quite inadequate.
I will be very pleased indeed if some atten-
tion can be given to the matter I have
raised.

Vote Put and Passed.
votes: Public Works, £11,054,712; North-

West, £1,935,288; Metropolitan Water Sup-
Ply, Sewcrage and Drainage, £2,450,000;
Mines, £,179,600; State Housing Commis-
sion, £1,178,000; Agriculture, £305,000;
Forests, £135,000; Industrial Development.
£ 100,000; Other State Undertakings,
£1,004,000;1 Sundries, £824,000-put and
passed.

This concluded the Loan Estimates for
the year.

Report
Resolutions reported, and the report

adopted.

LOAN BILL, £22,850,000

Introduction and First Reading
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr. Brand

(Treasurer), and read a first time.
Message: Appropriation

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation for the
Purposes of the Hill.

Second Reading

Bill read a second time, on motion by
Mr. Brand (Treasurer).

In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr. I.
W. Manning) in the Chair; Mr. Brand
(Treasurer) in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1: Short title-

Mr. FLETCHER: I take this opportunity
to read a question asked of the Minister
for Works. It appears on Page 1690 of
Hansard No. 11 and reads as follows:-

As the Metropolitan Region Scheme
Map 28 shows an area including Nos.
8, 10, 12, Canning Highway, East Fre-
m~antle, as being left for an urban
residential area:-

(1) On what
owner of
refused a

grounds would the
No. 10 be recently
subdivision?

(2) If the Main Roads Depart-
ment may ultimately require
this area, will the purpose be
foi the establishment of an-
other traffic bridge?
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(3) Is there any anticipated com-
mencement date for construc-
tion of such another bridge?

(4) What security of tenure have
owners of property at and in
the vicinity of the house num-
bers mentioned, including the
area directly opposite in Can-
ning Highway?

(5) As a peak hour traffic bottle-
neck is already apparent in
the vicinity and at the north-
ern and southern extremities
of the existing bridge, will he
give urgent consideration to
the establishment of another
traffic bridge further up-
stream?

(6) Is he aware that-
(a) the present elevated

foreshore at Point
Resolution creates a
natural bridge abut-
ment with many alter-
native approaches to
and from Perth and
suburbs;

(b,) the southern approach
and abutment could be
created to river flow
advantage by dredging
the adjacent half-
mile of sandbank at
Point Walter, and
using the spoil to at-
tain height, create an
approach, and reduce
bridge span;

(c) that an overway across
Canning i-ghway at
Carrington Street, Point
Walter Road. or Stock
Road could carry
bridge traffic to the
industrial areas of
O'Connor and Kwi-
nana, and on to the
south of the State;

(d) that such a bridge and
route would create
many points of access
and egress to Fre-
mantle and suburbs
and in so doing reduce
the present traffic
bottleneck in North
Fr'emantle and the
southern end of present
traffic bridge?

(71) Is he further aware that an-
other traffic bridge in the
area of Point Brown to East
Street location would bring
extra traffic to an already
congested area?

The Minister replied as follows:-
(1) Subdivision of No. 6 not No. 10,

was refused on the grounds that
the land may be required for pub-
lic purposes; i.e., road. Investi-

(2)
(3)
(4)

gations are in band now on the
possible siting of a bridge and ap-
proach roads at Fremantle, but
they will not be completed for a
long time.
Probably.
No.
At this stage there is no reduction
in security of tenure.

(5) Answered in No. (1).
(6) (a) Yes.

(b) This would need technical
examination in due course.

(c) Yes.
(d) Yes.

(7) Yes. Any plan evolved would deal
with congestion.

The Mayor of Fremantle, and the East
Fremantle Council, as well as the member
for Fremantle, are very concerned at the
Peak hour bottleneck at Fremantle; and
it is my responsibility to prevail upon the
Government to use some moneys for the
building of a bridge from Point Resolution
to Point Walter. I believe this is Practical
and it is an urgent necessity, although the
residents in the salubrious suburb repre-
sented by the Minister for Industrial
Development may take exception to a
traffic flow in that locality.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It is not in his
electorate.

Mr. FLETCHER; The member for Clare-
mont may also take exception; but the
best interests of Western Australia and of
the metropolitan area need to be served.
Such a bridge in that locality would give
relief to the traffic on the Narrows Bridge.
Canning Bridge, the Causeway, and the
Fremantle Traffic Bridge.

Traffic would have access to Ewinana
and it would not need to go through Fre-
mantle itself. Hampton Road has reached
saturation point, and another bridge
parallel to the existing traffic bridge would
bring a greater degree of congestion. I
ask that serious consideration be given
to the building of this bridge from Point
Resolution to Point Walter, not in the
next 20 years, but in the very near future
to relieve the traffic congestion in Fre-
mantle.

Clause put and Passed.
Clauses 2 to 6 put and passed.
First Schedule-

Mr. WILD: In reply to the member for
Fremantle, who has raised the question of
a bridge being built from Point Resolution
to Point Walter, I understand that this
is in the sights of the department, but It
is a question of which comes first with the
money that it has available. If the
honourable member was present when I
gave figures this afternoon in connection
with the upsurge of traffic in the metro-
politan area he would realise it is an ever-
increasing problem. I know the com-
missioner has thoughts of a bridge at
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Heirisson Island because the Causeway is
now reaching saturation point between
8 am. and 9 am. and 5 p.m. and 6 p.m.
I avoid going that way.

I am of the opinion that with the build-
ing up of the Kwinana area, traffic south
of the river will build up considerably in
four or five years' time. The honourable
member can be assured that his comments
will be passed on to the Commissioner of
Main Reads, who is looking into the future.
That is why he used the word "probably.'
However, he is not able, at this stage, to
say when a bridge will be built from Point
Resolution to Point Walter.

First schedule put and passed.
Second and third schedules put

Passed.
and

Preamble put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.
Third Reading

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Treasurer)
(10.22 P.m.1: I move-

That the Bill be now read a third
time.

MR. OLDFJELD (Maylands) (10.23
pm.]: I do not want to delay the House.
but it is my desire to take this opportunity
of raising a matter which it would not be
possible for me to do otherwise during this
sitting.

I want to make reference to a suggestion
that was put forward some years ago by
the then member for Bunbury (Mr. George
Roberts). It was a suggestion relating to
one that had been put up some years pre-
viously by Mr. Eckerslcy, who was one time
secretary-engineer clerk of the Harvey
Road Board. The proposal concerned an
inland waterway. Mr. Eckersley proposed
to link Mandurah with Bunbury via a
series of three canals, Lake Clifton, Lake
Preston, through the Harvey estuary, and
through Lesehenault estuary. I understand
Mr. Eckersley's proposals, including dredg-
ing, were estimated at something like
£100,000.

I doubt very much whether £100,000.
even at that stage, would have been suffi-
cient to carry out such a grandiose pro-
posal. Probably today the cost would be
much greater. it might even run to
£1,000,000: but that would not be an ex-
pensive project when one considers the
return it would bring to the State, especi-
ally from the tourist angle. I am going to
suggest that to bring to fruition what
George Roberts suggested some years ago,
the Government might have a close look
at this and that the Minister for Works
have his engineers see if the proposal is
feasible, and give the people of Western
Australia an idea as to the levels of the

lakes, and as to whether the levels are
favourable for the implementation of such
a proposal. Mr. Eckersley estimated the
total cost would be £100,000, and this
allowed for bridging of the canals in
order that normal traffic would not be
interrupted.

I suggest there are two ways of financ-
ing this scheme-if, of course, it is within
the realms of practicability. There are
some 30,000 to 40,000 acres of Crown land
in the vicinity, and a certain percentage
of that land could be subdivided and sold
as holiday blocks fronting this inland
waterway in the lake system; and the
money forthcoming to the Government
from the sale of that land could easily
finance the scheme. No doubt the Govern-
ment would have to find the money to
effect the necessary dredging and put the
scheme into operation long before the sub-
division took place and the land was sold-
and that would be a drain on loan funds.

Possibly a better suggestion from the
financial and economic point of view
might be to handle the project on the
same lines as was done with the Midland
Company line; that is, to make a grant
of land to some company or group of com-
panies that might be interested in develop-
ing this proposal. An interested company
could be given a grant of so many
thousand acres; and in the agreement, no
doubt, Parliament of the day could lay
down that on completion of the scheme
the company would be allowed hotels,
botels, and motels-call them what you
will-situated at certain places in order
that the company would reap its reward
in future years.

I do not think it would be hard to in-
terest the right type of company, even if
it cost £1,000,000 or £2,000,000 to dredge
the waterway, put in the necessary boat
pens, provide subdivisions, build roads.
motels, botels, and so on. The company
could make its profit out of the sale of
the land as holiday lots to people who are
desirous of buying such land; or could
sell it as caravan parks and so on. I am
quite sure that this project could be
handled in the same way as was the case
with the Midland Railway Company some
years ago.

I trust the Minister for Works will give
some thought to this matter and ask his
engineers whether it cani be done and what
the estimate would be; and the Premier
could give some consideration as to how
it could be best financed, either by the sale
of Crown land and the Government to be
recouped for the costs involved; or, alter-
natively, interesting some group such as
Key West which was going to do wonderful
things until it found it did not have
sufficient capital or that the plot ratio
would not give sufficient return. In those
circumstances it did not go on with the
idea.
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However, there are plenty of Companies
that would have no trouble in finding the
money. I have no doubt that Sir Ian Pot-
ter would have no hesitation in under-
writing any company farmed to perform
such a task. Therefore, in supporting the
third reading of the Bill I would like to
leave the Treasurer and the Minister for
Works with the ideas I have propounded.

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Premier)
110.30 p.m.): I will have the suggestions
examined. I am sure the Minister for
Work, given a reasonable time, will have
them examined. in my opinion, it is a
scheme for the future. We have so many
public works that are urgent that it is a
question of priorities and of how public
moneys, whether they be raised from one
source or another or by one means or
another, are to be spent.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time, and transmitted

to the Council.

APPROPRIATION4 BILL
Message: Appropriation

Message from the Governor received
and read recommending appropriation for
the purposes of the Bill.

.All Stages
In accordance with resolutions adopted

in Committees of Supply and Ways and
Means, Bill introduced, passed through all
stages without debate, and transmitted to
the Council.

NATIVE WELFARtE BILL
Council's Message

Message from the Council notifying that
it had disagreed to the further amendment
made by the Assembly to the Council's
amendment, and insisted an its original
amendment, now considered.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr. 1. W.

Manning) in the Chair; Mr. Lewis (min-
ister for Native Welfare) in charge of the
Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment made
by the Council to which the Assembly had
agreed, subject to a further amendment.
and which is insisted on by the Council,
is as follows:-

Clause 20. page 11. line 25-Insert
after the word "Department" the
Passage ", or a member of either
House of the Federal or State Parlia-
ments".

The Assembly's further amendment, to
which the Council has disagreed, is as
follows:-

By substituting for the words "the
Federal or State Parliaments" the
passage "Parliament of this State. or
any senator or member elected to
represent this State in the Parliament
of the Commonwealth".

Mr. LEWIS: I move-
That the Assembly's amendment be

not insisted on, and that the Council's
amendment he agreed to.

Mr. Hawke: What aL surrender!
Question put and passed; the Assembly's

amendment not insisted on, and the Coun-
cil's amendment agreed to.

Re part
Resolution reported, the report adopted.

and a message accordingly returned to
the Council.

MINING ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed, from an earlier stage
of the sitting, on the following motion by
Mr. Bovell (Minister for Lands)-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

MR. KELLY (Merredin-Yilgarn) [.10.42
p.m.]: I must register the strongest
possible protest of which I am capable
concerning the action of the Government
in proceeding with this measure. I think
this legislation should not have been
brought to this Chamber. it certainly
should not have been brought to this
Chamber at so late a period in the session.
The Bill does not contain a great many
clauses that are objectionable, but it has
one that is most objectionable. I refer to
clause 5.

As we are dealing with a mining matter,
I think it is appropriate for me to describe
this clause of the Bill as dynamite. I
cannot see any justification for including
in a Bill of this kind a clause such as this.
There is no doubt in my mind that this
clause abrogates the White Australia
Policy, a policy that has been subscribed
to and sustained over a long period of
years; and one that has not been breached
in any form whatsoever.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Has not the Com-
monwealth Government got control over
volunteers coming into the country?

Mr. KELLY: It exercises rigid control,
so much so that it sends them out very
soon after their qualifying period. We
have that within our own State where
pearl recovery is concerned. The position
is exactly the same. These people are al-
lowed into the State to perform a specific
job for a limited period, following which
they return to their own country. The
Minister knows full well that that is cor-
rect. In no circumstances are they per-
mitted to remain in this State for any
length of time. I am not referring to any
particular nationality when I mention
aliens, because there are a number of aliens
who enter the pearling industry from time
to time. However, in every case, whilst
they are in the State they have to conform
strictly to our laws, and at all times they
are under the supervision and control of
our own people. Therefore, they are in an
entirely different position to aliens who
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would be allowed to enter the mining in-
dustry in this State under the conditions
laid down in this Bill.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It still does not
abrogate the White Australia policy.

Mr. KELLY: The Minister can make his
speech some other time. He is very good
at interjecting, but he rarely makes a good
speech when he does get on his feet. To
me, this Bill appears to be the thin end of
a very highly controversial wedge; one
which will undoubtedly drive these people
into the mining industry of this State, fol-
lowing which there will be a tendency for
this practice to spread. It can only be re-
garded as something which will break down
a long-established principle not only in
the mining industry of Western Australia.
but also in other mining areas throughout
the Commonwealth, notwithstanding the
fact that the Minister, by way of inter-
jection in the earlier stages of the debate
on this Bill, endeavoured to make the point
that some States-

Mr. Bovell: All States!
Mr. KELLY: The Minister and I dis-

agree strongly on that issue, especially
in view of the fact that he has come to
that opinion because one or two officers
have written to him and given him some
assurance, which does not mean very much
when one studies the various pieces of min-
ing legislation in other States.

Mr. novell: I have full and complete
evidence.

Mr. KELLY: The Minister can talk in
his beard as much as he likes, but he will
have to do better than that to convince
anybody on this side of the House. A Bill
of this character is not only completely
unjustified, but it is also highly revolution-
ary and extremely provocative. I can as-
sure the Minister that it is not acceptable
either to the employers or to the employees
of the mining industry generally in this
State. Apparently it has been framed to
honour an obligation given by the Minister
for Mines, or, if not by him, by the Gov-
ernment. It could have been given to a
person, or persons. It could have been
given to a powerful Japanese company or
even a combine of foreign companies
desirous of obtaining a stranglehold on
the Western Australian recovery mines.

If this Bill becomes law the repercus-
sions could be extremely widespread.' I
venture to say that if such a situation is
established we could regret, seriously, for
all time, the repercussions that will follow
from legislation which is very much wide
of the mark and which we will have to
recognise for a long period of time. it
would not be very difficult to envisage con-
siderable extension of the type of provi-
sion we would be asked to approve if this
Bill is passed, and this highly controversial
clause as printed. It could mean an infil-
tration of aliens into the goldmines
throughout Western Australia.

Once this Bill is passed and we have
established a precedent, what would pre-
vent Japanese, or any alien from Purchas-
ing the controlling interest in, say, our
brickworks, where the recovery Of the
materials used in the manufacture of bricks
comes under the mining industry? If one
of these alien companies were to Purchase
sufficient shares In a concern such as this.
there would be nothing to stop them bring-
ing the same pressure to bear as they have
on this occasion, and in no time they would
be infiltrating into that industry. There
would be nothing to stop aliens of any
nationality entering the quarrying section
of the mining industry in Western Aus-
tralia.

What would stop a company such as
Blue Rock Quarries LWd-merely to men-
tion a company that comes to mind-from
selling its interests to a Japanese com-
pany, or any other alien company? Under
the provisions set out in this Bill there
would be nothing to stop Blue Rock Quar-
ries selling its interests to any alien com-
pany. It would not be long before that
occurred because the provisions of this Bill
apply to the mining industry. The Gov-
ernment would find that these possibili-
ties would undoubtedly snowball. What a
fine thing it would be for the people of
Western Australia, and the hundreds of
workers who are employed in various in-
dustries such as brickworks, if such events
were to happen! Further, it need not stop
with the ordinary working people, because
this type of infiltration into Western Aus-
tralian industry brings with it its own
entire control and management, and by
the evidence that has been produced here
tonight, not only have these alien interests
proved to be very fixed in their ideas, but
also arrogant in their nature.

At this stage of the State's development
the Government should avoid introducing
legislation of this nature. I can assure
the Minister that the mining industry
generally is not looking forward to the
possibilities that will flow from this
measure. We have some extremely fine
mining companies operating in this State
which have already expressed their fear of
legislation of this kind. It is realised, of
course, that although this Bill has been
presented to this House ostensibly to cover
the requirements of one operating com-
pany, there is nothing to stop an extension
of the provision contained in this Bill;
there is nothing to prevent a widespread
trend of that nature.

The mining industry at present is view-
ing the Bill from the point of view that
it is entirely unfair that an alien recovery
company at Whim Creek should be placed
in the position which the Government is
endeavouring to Place it with this BIll
There are many companies in Western
Australia already recovering ore, and the
managements of these companies are tak-
ing a very dim view of the advantages
which this foreign company will enjoy from
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the Provisions of this Bill. They consider
that this company is entering this State
and practically writing its own ticket.

I cannot understand the members of the
Government parties, apart from those on
the front bench, being willing to condone
and tolerate legislation such as this. The
Minister ought to know, if he does not
know, that people interested in mining
throughout Western Australia are feeling
outraged because the Government has
seen fit to introduce this Bill, and particu-
larly at this stage of the session, without
its true implication being made known
to all sections of the mining industry. I
consider the Minister for Mines and the
Government are guilty of a deliberate dis-
service to those engaged in the mining in-
dustry. One cannot look at it in any
other way. It is one of those unfortunate
pieces of legislation which should never.
in any circumstances, have been introduced
into this Chamber to be placed on the
Statute book of Western Australia.

I would be quite safe in saying that
Gordon Finnerty, that great man who
spent his lifetime in effecting the legis-
lation which has controlled the mining
industry of Western Australia for the past
50 years, would turn in his grave if he
knew that a Government in Western Aus-
tralia proposed to destroy an undying
principle which has been cherished for so
long in the mining industry of this State.
So I appeal to the Government, even at
this late stage, to withdraw this measure.
It will be a disgrace to the Government if
it allows it to go on to the Statutes, and
it will be a ghost which will haunt it for
many years to come If it does.

Under these conditions, I can only ap-
peal to the Government, knowing full well
it has the weight of numbers, and there-
for the advantage. But why perpetrate,
with its slight advantage, a Bill which is
totally and entirely undesirable in this
State?

MR. BURT (Murchison) [10.58 p.m.]: I
support the Bill, and I would like to draw
attention to the initial clauses which are
extremely worth while in that they in-
crease the statutory area for a mineral
lease from 48 acres to 300 acres. The Hill
seeks to incorporate the Provisions in the
Act and I hope it will be passed because
of the peculiar type of mining which has
been done in this State in the post-war
years. I refer to bauxite mining, mining
of beach sands, and the like, in regard to
which large areas of ground of a fairly
shallow depth are worked, as opposed to
the vertical type of mining with which
most of us are acquainted when minerals
are mined in other areas.

As a result of the passing of this Bill,
a mining lease will be increased in extent
to a maximum of 300 acres, and it will be
possible to apply the clause to var:OUS Other
dimensions in the Act. There is also a

question of income tax raised in this Bill,
in that the expenditure on a mining lease
can be claimed as a taxation deduction
under income tax law, whereas expenditure
on another mining holding cannot be
claimed as a deduction because of its larger
dimensions.

That brings me to contentious clause 5,
which seeks to repeal section 291 of the
principal Act. That section reads-

Any Asiatic or African alien found
mining on any Crown land may, by
order of the warden, be removed from
any goldfield or mineral field, and
whether such person has or has not
been convicted of an offence against
the last preceding section; and no
Asiatic or African alien shall be em-
ployed as a miner or in any capacity
whatever in or about any mine, claim,
or authorised holding.

This is the section to which great excep-
tion has been taken not only by members
in this House and another place, but also
by union leaders and others on the gold-
fields. I say here and now that such
opposition and apprehension regarding the
repeal of that section is completely un-
warranted.

I shall outline why I am of that opinion.
Firstly, I must refer to the comments of
the member for Boulder-Eyre who sug-
gested that the passage of this Bill was
delayed until after the recent Federal
election. That is a complete fallacy. In
my view, the reason for delaying the Bill
was that the Industrial Arbitration Act
Amendment Bill, took a few weeks to pass
through this House.

Mr. Moir: It took 11 weeks.
Mr. BURT: I sustained a minor accident

the week before last. I was in K~algoorlie
and saw my doctor. who told mue to remain
in Kalgoorlie and rest. I wrote to the
Government Whip and asked if it was
possible for the Government to delay the
consideration of the mining Bill for one
more week, to enable me to have a chance
to speak in the debate. I made that request
in all sincerity before the Federal election.
I do not know of anyone else who thinks
that the Bill before us has been delayed
until the Federal election was over.

The member for Boulder-Eyre stated
that section 291 of the Act does not appear
in any of the mining Acts of the other
States.

Mr. Moir: I did not say that.
Mr. BURT: The honourable member

stated that definitely this morning.
Mr. Tonkin: He said that provision

appeared in the Victorian and Queensland
Acts-

Mr. Moir: I dispute what you say.
Mr. HURT: The honourable member

quoted from the Queensland Act the sec-
tions which were completely irrelevant.

3894
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Mr. Moir: I quoted four sections.
Mr. BURT: They simply referred to the

inability of an African or an Asian to hold
a miner's right or a prospecting area.

Mr, Moir: Or to hold a lease, or to be
employed on a lease.

Mr. BURT: Under section 291 of our
Act no African or Asian is allowed on a
lease, or to be employed on one.

Mr. Moir- Those people cannot be em-
ployed in Queensland either.

Mr. BURT: I dispute that.
Mr. Moir: I quoted the Act.
Mr. BURT: I dispute what the honour-

able member says regarding the employ-
ment of those people. An Asian or African
is allowed on a mineral lease or tenement
of any sort.

Mr. Mvoir: But not to work or to be
employed on them.

Mr. BURT: In every other State of the
Commonwealth the provision in section
291 does not apply. The honourable
member's remarks about flooding the
mining areas with coolie labour are too
fatuous to believe. South Australia does
not have a provision such as that in sec-
tion 291 of our Act; but do we see coolie
labour employed at Iron Knob? Do we see
Africans or Asians employed In the mines
in Tasmania, and are they saturated with
such labour? Do we see that in the Vic-
torian fields?- Do we see a flood of Asians
or Africans in New South Wales at the
Broken Hill mining field, where the
strongest mining union exists? In the
legislation of New South Wales there is
no such provision as that found in section
291.

Mr. W. Hegney: Why then do you want
to delete it from the Act?

Mr. BURT: I shall give the reason. I
still say there Is no provision in the
Queensland Act to prevent an Asiatic or
African being employed in the mines.

Mr. Moir: It is in that Act.
MrD. BURT: Turning to the Northern

Territory, and getting closer to the Asian
regions, are there any Asiatics employed
at Tennant Creek or other mines? The
member for Bculder-Eyre mentioned that
the reason why the Mining Ordinance of
the Northern Territory was drawn up and
modelled on the Western Australian Act-

Mr. Mvoir: I did not say that.
Mr. 13URT: They did not think it was

necessary in the Northern Territory to in-
clude the provision in section 291.

Mr. Moir: I did not say that. Were you
in the Chamber?

Mr. BURT: I was in the Chamber, and
the honourable member did say that.

Mr. Moir: I did not say it was modelled
on the Western Australian Act.

Mr. BURT: The Mining Ordinance of
the Northern Territory was drawn up in
conformity with the Mining Act, because
the Director of Mines up there was a
former Superintendent of the State Bat-
teries of Western Australia, and he was
responsible for drawing up the legislation
in the Northern Territory. I repeat, sec-
tion 291 of our Act was omitted.

Mr. Bovell: That is Quite true.
Mr. BURT: I do niot think there is an

Oriental working in any of the mines in
the Northern Territory.

Mr. Moir: But we are supposed to have
them in Western Australia.

Mr. BURT: There is no such provision
in any of the legislation governing other
industries in this State;, but ise the timber
industry saturated with Asiatics? Is the
laundry industry, which is one of the fields
of employment for those people, saturated
with Chinese? Take the pearling indus-
try: The Japanese are probably the best
divers in the world; but is that industry
saturated with Japanese labour, other
than those who are required for the in-
dustry? There are no Orientals or Aslatics
engaged in any industry in this State, yet
there is nothing to prevent them from
being so engaged. That is what makes the
opposition to this Bill so farcical. We all
owe allegiance to the White Australia
Policy.

Mr. Moir: Evidently lip service from
those opposite.

Mr. BURT: Lip serice nothing! We aUl
know there is the Commonwealth Immni-
gration Act. Section 3 of that Act states--

The immigration into the Common-
wealth of the person described in any
of the following paragraphs of this
section (hereinafter called "Prohibited
immigrants") is prohibited, namely-

(a) any person who fails to pass
the dictation test.

Then there is a long list of other conditions
which an immigrant must comply with.
He has to posesess the prescribed certificate
of health; he must not be an idiot or an
imbecile. An alien who, on demand by an
officer, fails to satisfy that officer that he
is the holder of a landing permit issued
by the Minister authorizing the admission
of the holder into Australia, or that he is
able to comply with the conditions speci-
fied, is also classified as a prohibited im-
migrant. Surely that is tight enough.

Mr. Tams: Do you say that every migrant
who comes into Australia has to pass the
dictation test?

Mr. BURT: I do not know.
Mr. Toms: They could not.

Mr. BURT: 1 do not know how that
dictation test works. Today Australia is
not the isolated continent that it used to
be, in view of modern means of transport.
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The proximity of our neighbouring nations
makes us realise that we should open our
gates to those who would be useful to Us.

Last year I visited Nigeria as a member
of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Con-
ference. Every' now and then the White
Australia Policy was mentioned, but
without exception the people of various
African nations-Ghana, Nigeria, Tangan-
yika-agreed that our White Australia
Policy was our business; and that if we
did not want to admit Asiatics or coloured
people into Australia, that was our business.
In the same way they were loth to ad mit
white people into Africa. But they did not
hesitate to allow the white people who
were useful to them-such as engineers,
teachers, and others-to go into their
countries. I feel that in the same way we
are doing just that.

If it were not for the Japanese capitalists
going into these mining areas of Whim
Creek and Ravensthorpe, and one or two
other mining areas, they would not be in
operation today. They are very marginal
mining districts. In fact, Ravensthorpe
has been on the wrong side of the ledger
for a long time. From what I know of
Whim Creek it will not fare very much
better despite the Japanese.

We should try to be courteous to those
people. If a Japanese company is willing
to risk £500,000 or more surely we, as Aus-
tralians, should not say to them, "You can
put your money into these mines. You
can buy plant and sink shafts, but you
cannot go On to the leases which you
virtually own." Surely that is not the way
in which Australians treat people!

Mr. Tonkin: Do you think that Australia
ought to recognise Red China?

Mr. BURT: Australia should certainly
recognise Red China in respect of what
we want to sell to that country. That was
another point raised by the honourable
member this morning.

Mr. Moir: You will be expelled from your
party.

Mr. BURT: What does the honourable
member mean by recognition?

Mr. Tonkin: To recognise the existence
of Red China.

Mr. BURT: I recognise any person who
buys something from me. The member
for Boulder-Eyre also suggested that be-
cause the Chinese are buying large
quantities of wheat from Australia they
will be overrunning our farms. Is there
anything more ridiculous than that?

Speaking on the White Australia Policy
again. I have had a fairly long connection
with mining in one way or another. I say
this in all sincerity: 1 would be the last
person to overrun any mine with which I
was associated with coolie or cheap Asiatic
labour. I was in Hatches Creek during the
war when the Curtin Government imported
600 coolies into the Northern Territory in

an endeavour to find wolfram. I saw the
shocking way in which these foreigners
lived and existed. incidentally they did
not get any wolfram. I do not think any
stable-minded person in this country would
ever dream of welcoming the cheap type
of Asiatic labour; but we must remember
this: If we are to admit Asiatic companies
to test our iron ore, and to look for other
minerals, we have to be courteous, and we
should allow the heads of those companies
to go onto the leases into which they have
Poured hundreds of thousands of pounds.

Mr. Moir: And in the process allow them
to bring their own labour.

Mr. BURT: That is where I disagree with
the honourable member most violently.
In regard to technical labour I disagree
most violently. If they wish to bring a
technician or two I cannot see any harm
being done at all.

Mr. Moir: Do you think we are short
of technicians in this State?

Mr. BURT: We are not short of tech-
nicians at all. I am aware that the Aus-
tralian mining technician is streets ahead
of any Asiatic technician. But if those
companies want to bring in a diamond drill
or treatment equipment, surely they should
have the right to ensure that those things
are installed on the lease properly.

We have mines managed by Americans
and Germans. There is an underground
mine manager in my area who is an Italian.
Just because a man comes from arjother
country that does not mean we have to
wipe him off altogether.

Mr. Moir: Don't you think they have to
conform to our laws and standards?

Mr. BURT: I certainly do.
Mr. Moir: In the case I have quoted

they have not.
Mr. BURT: The member for Boulder-

Eyre was wandering all over the place. He
was quoting from the regulations and
everything else. I am simply saying that
the courteous thing to do in respect of
these people is to allow a certain few on
to these leases, if they have had the cour-
age to pour a lot of money into them.

Mr. Moir: Won't you agree that that Is
far different from opening wide the gate?

Mr. BURT: Of course it is different from
opening the gate wide. I cannot understand
how the member for Boulder-Eyre and the
member for Merredin-Yilgarn-both ex-
Ministers for Mines-could in their sanest
moments dream that this would allow the
gates to be opened to floods and floods of
Asiatics.

Mr. Moir: It just shows that you have
no idea of the situation.

Mr. BURT: Suppose Western Mining
bought copper interests in Rhodesia, does
not the honourable member believe that
we would be annoyed if they said, "We will
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not allow you in; you are spending your
money here and we are enjoying it, but you
cannot come on to the leases"?

I realise that the mention of Japanese
to many people leaves a rather nasty taste.
and justifiably so; but as I said a little
while ago, we are only a small nation in a
very big world, and if we want to encour-
age capital to work mines that no Austra-
lians will attempt to work, we have to
do the right and decent thing and allow
a certain percentage of the heads of these
companies on to the leases in which they
place their money.

Then there is the student angle. The
member for Boulder-Eyre said there were
a few students working on these mines,
and that we know it. He said that that is
all right. But it is not. Those students
are contravening the Act in the same way
as the Japanese about whom the Minister
has been accused. There are a lot of
Asian students here under the Colombo
Plan; and, naturally enough, those who are
studying mining must obtain practical ex-
perience. This matter has worried the
Chamber of Mines for many years now.

Mr. Moir: Have you heard any objections
raised?

Mr. BURT: I have heard no objections
raised. But it is still doing the wrong thing,
and objections could be raised as they
have been raised about those at Whim.
Creek. If these objections had not been
raised with regard to Whim Creek I sup-
pose this Bill would not have been intro-
duced and things would have gone on just
the same. I know what happens in far-
flung places. The Act and regulations are
broken time and time again. The mem-
ber for Boulder-Eyre knows that.

Mr. Moir: Being the chairman of
directors of a mine you would be pretty
well aware of it too.

Mr. BURT: I do not encourage it. There
are many minor ways in which the regula-
tions and Act are broken. It is not only
the small companies which break them,
either.

Mr. Moir: That's a fine admission!
Mr. BURT: I would just like to read

a leading article which appeared in The
Kalgoorlie Miner. The member for foul-
der-Eyre. like any good goldfields person.
knows that this paper is the bible of the
goldfields.

Mr. Moir: I would not agree with you.
It only contains the views of the pro-
prietors of that particular paper.

Mr. BURT: Oh no it does not!
Mr. Moir: Oh yes it does!

Mr. BURT: I know that those on the
goldfields are very proud of their daily
paper. The following leading article ap-
peared in The Kalgoorlie Miner on the 23rd
March last:-

ASIATICS IN MINING INDUSTRY
The Warden's Court decision on

Tuesday that no Japanese can work
on the Whim Creek copper field is not
unexpected in view of the specific
terms of the Mining Act Prohibiting
Asiatics from working in or about a
mineral field. But the decision poses
a Problem for the State Government
and mining companies seeking finan-
cial support from Japan. As the War-
den's decision now stands, it means the
Mines Department must prohibit any
Japanese from even visiting the iron
ore areas in the north at a time when
Japan appears as the only possible
buyer iii the future. To bar them from
inspecting and examining the iron ore
deposits means a loss of a potential
customer. The provision was intro-
duced originally to prevent the Chin-
ese flooding our goidmining areas as
they had done in Victoria-

That was in the days before Federation
and before the Immigration Act came Into
force. To continue-

but today, the provision is antiquated.
The Act should be amended to per-

mit the Japanese to do certain work
in mines subject to the discretion of
the mines Department.

That is just what this amending Bill is
doing. To continue-

To impose a total ban would mean
the possible loss of financial aid for
the exploitation of some of our de-
Posits. The original entry of these
men would be controlled by the Com-
monwealth and no big influx need be
feared to the detriment of local
miners.

Whether we like it or not, we must
learn to live with the Japanese and
while they were not unaware of the
terms of the Mining Act, they hoped
that there would be some relaxation for
special circumstances. From a patriotic
Point of view, no-one probably wishes
to see our national resources developed
by Japanese capital but is there any
real logic in this outlook if we are pre-
pared to allow American capital to
exploit our resources? We need the
capital and must be reasonable in our
approach to its origin.

That sums up what I have endeavoured
to say. It is simply that the Minister for
Mines, no matter what Government he
represents, will have the authority to say
what Asiatics are allowed on to leases.
Therefore I cannot see how anyone will
suffer. I support the Bill.

MRt. GRAYDEN (South Perth) E11.2'
P.M.]: Earlier, when the member foi
Boulder-Eyre was speaking I interjected
and he immediately replied "There is ar
interjection from the mining authoritj
from South Perth". For the benefit of thc
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memiber for Boulder-Eyre, I do not pro-
less to be a mining authority in any sense
of the word: nor have I claimed to be.
However, having listened to the member
for Boulder-Eyre it has become increas-
ingly obvious to me that he knows very
little indeed about the Act.

Mr. Moir: I have papers to prove it,
though.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I will prove it very
smartly, and I welcome the opportunity to
do so. This afternoon the honourable
member dwelt at great length on the
Mines Regulation Act. He criticised the
Minister for action he took in giving a
few Japanese authority to supervise in-
stallation of machinery at Whim Creek;
and he said that in doing that the Min-
ister had broken his oath of office.

Mr. Tonkin: So he had.
Mr. GRAYDEN: We will see.
Mr. Tonkin: What did the warden say?
Mr. GRAYDEN: He then went on to

say that mining in Western Australia is
governied by the Mines Regulation Act and
he quoted section after section from it
to prove to this House that those sections
were all-embracing and that they were
completely binding as far as the mining
industry is concerned. He said it was an
extraordinarily serious thing to do anything
which was a departure from that which
was laid down in the Mines Regulation
Act. All the sections he quoted go by the
board when we realise that there is one
particular section of that Act which gives
the Minister the right to sweep away the
Provisions of the Mines Regulation Act.

Mr. Moir: Why not quote it?

Mr. GRAYDEN: The honourable. mem-
ber would not read that particular provi-
sion.

Mr. Moir: Which one was that?
Mr. GRAYDEN: He wanted to give the

House the impression-
Mr. Tonkin: Read it.
Mr. GRAYDEN: -that anyone engaged

in mining had to abide by the Act.
Mr. Tonkin: Quote the section.

Mr. GRAYDEN: He did not mention
that there was a section which gave the
Minister the right to exempt mines. I
will read the section for the benefit of
the honourable member and we will see
how it overcomes all the points which he
put forward. It is section 5, subsection (2).
and it reads as follows:-

The Governor may from time to time
exempt from the operation of this Act,
or any of the provisions thereof, any
mine or class of mines, for such period
and on such conditions (if any) as he
may think fit.

Mr. Tonkin: But the Governor has not
done so.

Mr. GRAYDEN: That means that the
Minister, if he feels that these conditions
should be waived aside, may do so. He
has the right to give that permission in
writing.

Mr. Tonkin: He has not done so.
Mr. GRAYDEN: That is extraordinarily

significant because it makes eyewash of
the opinions expressed by the member for
Boulder-Eyre,

Mr. Moir: The permission must be given
by the Governor in writing.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Of course the member
for Boulder-Eyre cannot deny it. Of
course, the hono urable member could not
have been aware of that particular section
or he would not have spent the greater
proportion of a three-hour speech read-
ing section after section the way he did.
If he was aware that that particular sec-
tion was in the Act and that it brushed
away all the objections he raised, then he
could only have been misleading the House.

Mr. Toms: You are doing that now.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I do not think the
honourable member has professed to be an
authority on the Act, but I do not think
ho knows very much about it at all.

Mr. Tonkin: How would you be any
judge?

Mr. GRAYDEN: I1 have already in-
stanced one case where the honourable
member did not know very much. He
also said that no Asiatic in Western Aus-
tralia or Queensland could be issued with
a miner's right. That is a statement he
made. However, it is not so.

Mr. Moir:, You are entirely wrong. I
never said that. I said they could not be
employed.

Mr. GRAYDEN: My goodness! The
member for Boulder-Eyre is now going to
retract his statement.

Mr. Moir: I did not say it, so 1 do not
have to retract it.

Mr. GRAYDEN: if the honourable
member looks at Hansard, or we had it
sent for, we could Prove that what I say
the honourable member said, he did say.

Mr. Moir: Get the Hansard report.

Mr. GRAYDEN: He made that statement,
and it is reported in Hansard, and I think
that in the circumstances we should get it,
because it would enable us to judge some
of the other statements made by him this
evening. Let us read the sections, because
they make a mockery of the objections of
the member for Boulder-Syre to this meas-
ure. Sections 23 and 24 of the Mining Act
read as follows:-

23. No miner's right shaD be issued
to or held by any Asiatic or African
alien, nor to any person of Asiatic or

3898



[Friday, 6 December, 1963.1 3899

African race claiming to be a British
subject without the authority, in writ-
ing, of the Minister first obtained.

24. No Asiatic or African alien shall
hold any interest by virtue of a miner's
right, nor shall any person of Asiatic
or African race, claiming to be a
British subject, be entitled to hold any
such interest without the authority, in
writing, of the Minister first obtained.

We have the member for Boulder-Eyre
indicating to this House that an Asiatic
or African could not hold a miner's right
in this State or in Queensland.

Mr. Moir: I never said that at all.
Mr. GRAYDEN: And it is not true.
Mr. Moir: You are telling untruths.
Mr. GRAYDEN: He says it is not true;

but it is and that statement can be proved
to be untrue.

Mr. Moir: It will not be.
Mr. GRAYDEN: Every member would

have heard him say it.
Mr. Bickerton: Why don't you send for

it?
Mr. GRAYDEN: I suggest we do send

for it, and I hope we will. There was an-
other instance of the lack of knowledge
of the member for Boulder-Eyre in regard
to the Mining Act. Yet, as I said earlier,
he talked about my posing as the mining
authority from South Perth. But I have
never laid claim to being any sort of an
authority on the Mining Act. These are in-
stances where the member for Boulder-
Eyre has been very wrong indeed with re-
gard to the provisions of the Mining Act.
We can go further. By way of interjec-
tion-and I hope he will not deny this-
he mentioned Asian students attending the
Kalgoorlie School of Mines and said that
they would be debarred from subsequently
going on to the mines by virtue of section
291 of the Mining Act.

Mr. Moir: I did not say anything of the
sort. I quoted what the Minister said.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Again the honourable
member says that he did not say it, but I
listened to the member for Murchison
when he spoke. and the member for
Boulder-Eyre interjected.

Mr. Moir: I suggest you get yourself a
hearing aid.

Mr. ORAYDEN: If the honourable mem-
ber denies it at this stage, as it appears
he does, it is not worth my quoting the
Act to prove that he was wrong. I was
going to point out to him that if he looked
at the Act he would find a particular ref-
erence to a person being employed in a
mine. The Act states-

Any Asiatic or African alien found
mining on any Crown land may. by
order of the warden be removed from
any goldfield or mineral field, and
whether such Person has or has not

been convicted of any offence against
the last preceding section; and no
Asiatic or African alien shall be em-
ployed as a miner or in any capacity
whatever in or about any mine, claim,
or authorised holding.

It refers to his having to be employed.
Therefore, students could go on to a mine
as students. But, as I said earlier, the
member for Boulder-Eyre agreed that they
could not.

Point of Order
Mr. MOIR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, on a

point of order, have I any redress against
the member for South Perth making
statements that are absolutely false?
Can you obtain the Hansard proof of
my speech, which I have not yet had
an opportunity to correct, because I never
said anything of the sort in any of the
instances the honourable member is
quoting. I think he is conveying a comn-
pletely untrue impression of what I said
to the House, and I feel I should not have
to sit here and hear these false assertions
of what I said.

Mr. Court: It's a pity you didn't think
of that when you were making some of
them this afternoon.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Cromme-
lin): Order! In reply to the query raised
by the member for Boulder-Eyre, I could
obtain the Hansard speech, which Is not
yet corrected, but I have no intention of
doing so. The honourable member's only
redress, if he insists that the member for
South Perth is accusing him falsely, is to
ask him to withdraw. On the other hand.
the member for South Perth possibly
thinks he heard the honourable member
say these things.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I think we should pur-
sue this matter further. The first instances
I mentioned were-

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Cromme-
lin): I think the member for South Perth
had better stick to the Bill for the time
being.

Mr. GRAYDEN: With all due deference.
Mr. Deputy Speaker, I thought I was
doing that.

Mr. Tows: You have not got on to it
yet.

Debate (on motion) Resumed
Mr. GRAYDEN: I have mentioned three

instances, and I think perhaps I should
mention a fourth instance to indicate that
the member for Boulder-Eyre does not
know what is in the Mining Act and, fur-
thermore, does not know what is happen-
ing in Western Australia in respect of min-
ing.

Mr. Toms: But he knows what is in
the Bill.

Mr. GRAYDEN: He made the statement
repeatedly this afternoon, or words to
the effect that all mining in Western
Australia was carried out strictly in
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accordance with the provisions of the
Mining Act and Mines Regulation Act. He
should know, because be has been a Min-
ister for Mines, that in the north-West
there are a great number of small mines
which do not abide by the regulations
contained in those two Acts. They could
not abide by them.

Mr. Moir: They make their own rules
up there, do they?

Mr. ORLAYDEN: They have to make
their own rules, and the Mines Regulation
Act makes special provision for it. The
mine managers are certainly supposed to
apply to the Minister for exemption, and
the Minister can grant that exemption in
writing. I have already quoted section 5
of the Mines Regulation Act, and they are
supposed to apply In writing to the Min-
ister. This Provision was made because
whoever drafted the two Acts knew that
certain circumstances would arise in the
north where people should be exempted
from the provisions of the two Acts in
Question, and so special provision was made
for it.

In a number of cases, of course, the mine
owners do not apply, which is unfortunate.
Nevertheless, the Provisions of the Act are
being broken every day because they are
extraordinarily stringent. I shall not read
them out.

Mr. Moir: You tell me one instance of
where that provision applies.

Mr. ORAYDEN: What provision?
Mr. Moir: Section 5 of the Mines Regu-

lation Act. Can you give me one instance?
Mr. GRAYDEN: I should imagine-
Mr. Moir: Never mind about your

imagination.
Mr. GRAYDEN: -there are hundreds of

mines that could apply for exemption from
the provisions of the Act.

Mr. Moir: But can you tell me one mine
that has got an exemption?

Mr. GRAYDEN: I am trying to tell the
honourable member that it would apply
in hundreds of instances because mine
owners up there are breaking the laws
which are contained in those two Acts, and
well the honourable member knows it. Yet
he gives the House the impression that
the provisions of those two Acts are never
broken, and that the Minister, in exercis-
ing his discretion, and in giving permission
in writing for these Japanese to supervise
the installation of machinery, was com-
mitting a heinous crime, something which
was beyond the pale. That is not so, and
I merely emphasise that the provisions of
the Act are being broken every day, and in
far more serious ways than anything which
has been suggested by the member for
Boulder-Eyre.

Mr. Bickerton: You wouldn't agree that
they should be broken?

Mr. Moir: You should notify the Mines
Department of it.

Mr. GRAYDEN: In speaking to the
debate the member for Bloulder-Eyre used
all sorts of terms in reference to the
Minister. He spoke of him in a most
derogatory way. He used every metaphor,
simile, and analogy, and every adjective
that he could twist in such a way that he
could criticise the Minister, and indi-
cate that the Minister was doing something
wrong. He mentioned repeatedly that the
Minister was breaching his oath of office
in allowing Japanese to work on the mines.
That was absolute nonsense.

The fact is that throughout the Mining
Act and the Mines Regulation Act there
are provisions which give the Minister very
wide powers indeed. They give him dis-
cretion in all sorts of things, and they give
him power to grant exemptions, and things
of that kind. So I can understand the
Minister, on an issue like this, interpreting
very liberally the particular section we are
dealing with. I can understand his saying
that it is in the best interests of Western
Australia and that, under those circum-
stances, we should give permission to these
particular Japanese.

Therefore, in those circumstances, it is
an extraordinary thing that the Opposition
should come along to this House and
criticise the Minister in the terms that we
have heard from the member for Boulder-
Eyre. I would go further and say that at
the time the Minister issued the permit
there was a general feeling that the 'Com-
monwealth Immigration Act would over-
ride our State legislation. I do not know
whether that view is held now, but it was
certainly held then. It was felt that
because the Commonwealth had power in
respect of immigration, and it gave per-
mission for people to come to this State,
and issued the visas, and subsequently
entry Permits, those people would be
entitled to do anything that Australian
citizens could do. For that reason it was
felt that that Particular Commonwealth
provision overrode the State Act. How-
ever, as I said earlier, whether that outlook
still prevails I do not know.

We know that the amendment to this
particular section. 291, of the Act cannot
adversely affect the situation in this State
in the way which has been suggested by
the member for Boulder-Eyre and the
other members of the Opposition who have
spoken on this issue.

Mr. Bickerton: What does the amend-
ment do?

Mr. ORAYDEN: The member for Mur-
chison quoted from the Commonwealth
Immigration Act which deals with and
controls migration. In his quotes from
that Act he clearly showed the House that
we could not, under any circumstances
that one could imagine, be subjected to
an influx of Asians or Africans to take
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over our industries, whether they be min-
ing, pearling, or anything else. He in-
stanced the particular types of migrants,
and the qualifications that were necessary
before people could come here. Subsection
(1) of section 7 of the Act reads to the
effect that the Minister may, in his abso-
lute discretion, cancel a temporary entry
permit at any time by 'writing under his
hand.

There are provisions like that in the
Act; and, in other words, the Common-
wealth Government has complete power
to say who can come to Australia, and
how long they can stay in Australia; and
we could not in our wildest moments of
imagination believe that Asiatics could
come to this country in force and work
in the mines to the exclusion of Austra-
lians,

Yet the member for Boulder-Eyre gave
the House the impression that this was
what the Federal Government intended to
do, and that this action would have the
support of the State Government. That
is absolute nonsense. We have had Japan-
ese in the pearling industry in Western
Australia for many years.

Mr. Norton: What has that got to do
with the Bill?

Mr. GRAYDEN: T he Japanese, o f
course, have made the pearling industry
possible. Far from displacing Australians
in that particular industry they have ac-
tually created work for Australians; be-
cause Australians have been doing the
land-based jobs, and going out with the
divers on the boats, and that sort of thing.
They have been largely responsible far the
prosperity of Broome, almost since Broome
was first founded. So we have had Japan-
ese working in our own State, for a long
period, making an industry possible, and
creating work for Australians. That is
exactly what is intended in the opening
up of this particular section in the Act.
We in Western Australia are trying to
encourage the Japanese to come to this
State, and we are trying to encourage them
to take the iron ore that will be produced
in this State.

Mr. Norton: What has that got to do
with the Bill1?

Mr. GRAYDEN: Because of that we feel
they should be permitted the right to
supervise what is going on in the mines
from which they are obtaining their ore.

Mr. Bickerton: What rot!

Mr. GRAYDBN: In connection with the
Whim Creek copper show I think that
had the Japanese not felt they had the
right to come here to supervise what was
going on in the mine they would never
have entered into the arrangement which
they did with the Australian principals of
the mine.

Mr. Bickerton: That IS false!

Mr. GRAYDEN: They would never have
done it.

Mr. Bickerton: That is not correct.
Mr, GRAYDEN: For years the W~him

Creek copper mine, as the member for
Pilbara, who has probably passed over it
a dozen times, knows, has not been 'worked.
He might have been past it, or even have
crossed it, because it has been there for
many years, but nobody has bothered to
Peg it. It was felt that it was worthless
and had been worked out.

Mr. Tonkin: Is that the one they pegged
from the air?

Mr. GRAYDEN: The original lease had
been taken up many years ago. Some
Australians then come along and peg
it. They know they cannot do anything
with it themselves; they know they cannot
operate it, so they go to an overseas firm
which supplies capital to the venture, and
starts the mine up. There is then a dif-
ference of opinion, and exception is taken
at that stage to the fact that a few Japan-
ese were given permission to supervise
the installation of the machinery at that
mine.

That is an extraordinary state of affairs.
On the one hand the people concerned
are dependent on the Japanese to help
them in their venture, a~nd yet they virtu-
ally try to bite the hand that feeds them-
they do this with the help of the members
of the opposition.

Mr. Oldfield: How long have you been
a Jap lover?

Mr. GRAYDEN: I would-refer members
to section 291 of the Mining Act, from
whien they will see that if an Australian
prospector pegs an iron ore lease in the
north, and attempts to interest overseas
capital in a particular mine, it would not
be possible for any Japanese, or any other
African alien, or Asiatic, to go to that
mine, and carry out the work on the ore
body.

Mr. Tonkin: Which Act are you refering
to?

Mr. GRAYDEN: The Mining Act.
Mr. Tonkin: How can a provision in the

Mines Regulation Act override that?
Mr. GRAYDEN: I am talking about

section 291 which prohibits Asiatics from
working on a mine.

Mr. Tonkin: You said that section 5
of the Mines Regulation Act completely
cverrode that.

Mr. GRAYDEN: At that time we were
talking about something else. I am now
talking about this provision which debars
Asiatics or African aliens from carrying
out exploratory work on the ore bodies.
Can anything be more ridiculous?

I do not doubt that the member for
Pilbara, if he had anything to do with
mining in the north, on behalf of one of
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his constituents, would not have hesitated
to interest Japanese capital if possible in
the various ventures.

Mr. Bickerton: You can own a sheep
without having to shear it.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The member for Filbara
would go out of his way on behalf of his
constituents to ensure that the Japanese
carried out exploratory work on the leases.
At the present time he is debarred from
doing that.

Mr. Bickerton: Rubbish! You have not
read the Act.

Mr. GRAYDEN: These people will be
prohibited from entering a lease. They
would not be permitted to supervise any
machinery, and they would not be able
to go on to the lease, or do anything
whatever. Yet we find in sections 23 and
24 of the Mining Act that Asiatics, or
African aliens, can be issued with a miner's
right provided they get the Minister's per-
mission in writing. So he can be issued
with a miner's right, but he may not be
employed on, or about any mine. How
silly can we get?

Members of the Opposition have not
taken exception to sections 23 and 24 of
the Mining Act. The member for
Bculder-Eyre was Minister for Mines. He
did not repeal sections 23 and 24 of the
Mining Act. He did not say that Asiatics
or African aliens could not obtain miners'
rights.

Mr. Moir: He did not issue them wi th
miners' rights.

Mr. GRAYDEN: But he does not want
them to be employed on, or about, any
mine. Does he want to take 5s. for a
miner's right, and deny them the right
to be on a mine? It is an extraordinary
situation, and one that the member for
Boulder-Eyre cannot justify. Nor can he
justify the fact that in no other State of
Australia is there a provision of the kind
that we have in section 291. In no other
State do we have an influx of Japanese
taking over industries. They have not
taken over industries in Queensland; they
have not taken over industries in the
Northern Territory; they have not taken
over industries in New South Wales. or
in any other State. Yet the member for
Boulder-Eyre would have us believe that
that is precisely what is going to happen
here.

If the statements of the member for
Boulder-Eyre are correct, then the Aus-
tralian Workers' Union has been misled as
to what is intended under this amendment,
because the statement he read out indi-
cated that the respective State secretaries
of the A.W.U. had the impression that this
Act was being amended to allow Japanese
to come in and work our mines. Of
course that is completely untrue. The
object of the amendment is to allow a few
Asiatics, or Africans to come in in a

supervisory capacity should the need arise.
The opposition we have from members on
the other side of the House is purely
political. They are opposing the Bill for
political reasons. At the same time they
are overlooking the rights of the individual.

We have heard, at various times this
session, members of the Opposition quote
from the Charter of Human Rights. I am
not going to quote sections of that charter,
but I would like to quote from the Opposi-
tion's own party platform on this question
of equal rights being given to people of all
nationalities. I think it is very serious
that when we have an opportunity to
amend an Act in Western Australia to
give people equal rights, irrespective of
their nationality, members of the Labor
Party should oppose the amendment. It Is
completely contrary to their platform.

Mr. Graham: You are giving the rights
to Japanese over Australians.

Mr. GRAYDEN: On this question of
civil liberties I would like to quote from
the Western Sun of August. 1963. It is
headed "Stress on Safeguards." This Is
what the Federal conference of the A.LP.
inserted in the A.L.!'. platform. It reads
as follows:-

Conference inserted in the A.L.!'.
Federal platform for the first time a
comprehensive section on civil liberties.
It strongly stresses safeguards against
erosion of the personal and political
rights of Australian citizens.

The new platform was recommended
by a special committee appointed by
authority of the 1961 Federal Confer-
ence, which was acting on a resolu-
tion moved by the West Australian
branch.

The committee was asked to:
* explore ways in which, in and

out of office, the A.L.P. could
check deprivation of personal
liberty;

orecommend desirable amend-
ments to the Federal Crimes
Act, Telephonic Communica-
tions (Interception) Act, Aus-
ralian Security Intelligence
Organisation Act and any Com-
monwealth industrial legislation
inconsistent with the ideals of
Personal liberty.

The Perth Conference decided that
the A.L.P's. Civil Liberties Committee
was to have continuing status.

It will in future give consideration
and publicity to all claims of violations
based on verifiable evidence of human
rights and natural justice inflicted by
the Federal or State Governments or
their agencies.

Federal Conference has authorised
publication of an A.L.P. booklet on
civil liberties, outlining the new A.L.P.
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platform and stressing the serious de-
privation of civil liberty under suces-
sive Menzies Governments. It Will be
given wide circulation before the next
Federal elections.

The Committee recommended un-
animously against inclusions of a civil
rights section in the Commonwealth
constitution.

Instead it favoured civil liberties
legislation passed individually by
Federal and State Parliaments.

conference accepted in substance
further policies based upon the prin-
ciples contained in the new platform.

These prohibit denial of civil rights
for reasons of race, sex, religion,
national origin, political belief s,
activities, or associations, or industrial
activities and associations.

Mr. Bickerton: Do you agree with that?

Mr. GRAYDEN: This is an amazing
thing. Here we have something that has
been passed by the A.L.P. this year at its
Federal conference, and yet the members
of the Opposition are prepared to deny
the people with which we are dealing the
rights and civil liberties they profess to
uphold. The Western Sun again made re-
ference to the question only last month.
This was in a further article published in
October 1963, and on that occasion it re-
peated that the A.LP. accepted the prin-
ciples contained in the new platform which
prohibit the denial of civil rights for
reasons of race, sex, religion, national
origin, Political beliefs, activities or as-
sociations, or industrial activities and
associations. So we have the authority of
the Western Sun for that statement.

The members of the A.L.P. are com-
mitted, one and all, to that platform. This
Is what they Published in the Western Sun
prior to the Federal election. They were
even publishing a booklet on civil liberties
to be distributed throughout Western Aus-
tralia and Australia. No doubt this would
find its way into the hands of miners in
the Murchison, In the Kimberleys, and on
the eastern goldflelds--that is where the
mininga is being carried out.

What would those miners think when
they read a platform which says the A.L.P.
is committed to do everything it can to
abolish any discrimination which is based
on racial origin, when they see the A.L.P.
in the next breath opposing an amendment
of this kind? The amendment simply sets
out to give the Japanese the right to be
employed in certain circumstances pro-
viding that the authority in writing of the
Minister is given to allow them to work or
supervise in mines in this State. It is all
too silly for words.

The A.L.P. has this in its platform and
yet it goes out of its way to oppose the
amendment which is Proposed by the
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Government. In these circumnstances. we
can only conclude that members of the
Opposition are all hypocrites of the first
order.

I would like the member for Boulder-
Eyre to talk to miners in the Murehison
and justify that particular plank. in the
A.L.F. platform and reconcile its attitude
towards this amendment. I would like to
see the Leader of the Opposition doing it
on TV at the next elections. I would also
like to see the Deputy Leader of the Op-
position try to do it, because he can usually
produce a. pretty good argument, irre-
spective of whether he is right or wrong.
I suggest they would all have the greatest
difficulty in reconciling these two different
things.

Mr. Bickerton: I always thouight you
were just mad: now I know I under-
estimated.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The member for
Boulder-Eyre read out a statement which
made reference to me. I rose on a point
of order and asked him to withdraw. My
name was also mentioned in another place.
Therefore, I propose to tell the House
exactly what happened in that particular
situation.

The ACTING SPEAKER: (Mr. Cram-
melin): Is it relevant to the Bill?

Mr. GRAYDEN: It deals with the clause
inasmuch as it is an inference that I did
something.

Mr. Oldfield. when are you going to talk
about Bulla Bulla?

Mr. GRAYDEN: My only action in con-
nection with Mr. Woodfield, the person
mentioned by the member for Boulder-
Eyre is this: On one occasion he camne to
this House and asked to see the Minister
for Mines. The Minister for Mines was
not available, so the officer at the door
looked around for the nearest member to
see if that member would listen to the re-
quest. I was the member who was
introduced to Mr. Woodfield who told me
he wanted to find the Minister. I made
certain suggestions to him in that he
should write to the Minister for Mines and
that was the last of Mr. Woodfield as far
as I1 am concerned. I have never seen him
since.

Mr . Bickerton: I bet you haven't!

Mr. GRAYDEN: Subsequent to that
short conversation in the circumstances
I have described, I received an extraordin-
ary letter from a solicitor in Western
Australia (Thomas John Hughes). I Would
like to read it, because it deals with this
particular provision: and the lawyer in
question was, I understand, the same one
who was working in close collaboration
with the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
when he posed certain Matters relevant to
this provision earlier in the session. It is
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an extraordinary letter, and I think it
amounts to the intimidation of a member,
It reads--

Mr. William Grayden, MIJ.A.
Parliamnent House,

Perth. W.A.
Dear Sir,

Re: Alexander Gerard Swan and
others--in re Depueb Ship-
ping and Mining Company
Pty. Ltd -Negotiations for
Settlement of matters in is-
sue.

I am acting for Alexander Gerard
Swan of 17 Holmnesdale Road, West
Midland, in the State of Western Aus-
tralia, Alexander James West of
Raffles Hotel, Canning Biridge, in the
said State and Ronald Henry Sewell
of 7 Marshall Street, Highett in the
State of Victoria who are the only
Australian Shareholders in Depuch
Shipping and Mining company
Pty. Ltd. the remaining Share-
holders being Japanese Corporations
and Japanese Nationals save and ex-
cept one Harry William Woodfield of
Tokyo, Japan.

There have been considerable differ-
ences between the Japanese Sbhare-
holders and the Australian Share-
holders the latter feeling that they
have been very badly and unfairly
treated after having made great sacri-
fices for the benefit of Woodfield and
the Japanese to revive copper mining
at Whimi Creek. There are law suits
current and it was intended to in-
stitute more, one being proceedings
on behalf of the oppressed minority
Shareholders under the new Provis-
ions of the Companies Act.

At the request of the Japanese both
the current legal proceedings have
been adjourned and the other pro-
posed proceedings have not been in-
itiated to allow a Representative of
the Japanese to come to Western Aus-
tralia for the purpose of negotiating
if possible a settlement of all matters

* in issue between the Japanese and the
Australians. To conduct the negotia-
tions one Nishida is due to arrive in
Perth at the end of the current month.

* Woodfield who is Chairman of
Directors came to Perth in November
last and subsequently informed Aus-
tralian Shareholders that you had
sought him out at the Adeiphi Hotel
in respect to the affairs of Depuch
Shipping and Mining Company Pty.
Ltd. but he did not disclose upon
whose behalf you were acting nor the
exact nature of your business with the
aforesaid Company nor why you had
intervened in its affairs.

It appears that after your approach
Woodfield obtained from the Minister
for Mines a letter purporting to

authorise Japanese Nationals to work
at Whim Creek in contravention of
Section 293 of the Mining Act, 1904-
1957 the possession of which he sub-
sequently disclosed to the press and
later made the letter available so that
it was tendered as evidence at the
proceedings at the Wardens Court,
Marble Bar where the right of the
Minister to authorise Japanese Na-
tionals to work at Whim. Creek in
contravention of Section 293 of the
Mining Act, 1904-1957 was successfully
challenged.

I might interpolate and state that section
293 should be 291. Continuing-

Amongst the statements made by
Woodfield was one that in the forth-
coming session of Parliament the pro-
visions of Section 293 of the Mining
Act, 1904-1957 will be repealed to al-
low Japanese Nationals to be employed
in the Mining industry in Western
Australia. This concession will natur-
ally greatly reduce the labour costs
of operating the mine.

In the forthcoming negotiations
with the Japanese representative
Nishida one of the matters that will
be discussed is a proposal by the
Japanese to buy out all the Australian
Shareholders so that the enterprise
can be solely and exclusively a Japan-
ese one worked by Japanese in their
own way in accordance....

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Crom-
inelin): The bonourable member has an-
other two minutes.

Mr. Oldileld: Two minutes too long,
Mr. GRAYDEN: In those circumstances

it is obviously futile for Me to continue
reading this letter. I wvanted to refer
to the latter portion of the letter, because
I feel it is intimidation of a member.

Mr. Tonkin: What did you do when
you got it?

Mr. GRAYDEN: I feel it is intended to
intimidate me as a member of this Housec.
My only action with this Mr. Woodfield
was as I have described. He came to this
House and asked to see the minister for
Mines. He was not available and the
officer on the door asked me if I would
attend to the gentleman's wants. I have
never seen Mr. Woodfield since. Certain
references have been made to me in an-
other place. I want to say that if the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition is ob-
taining his information from a person such
as the lawyer I mentioned who wrote a
letter of that kind, there is something
wrong with the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition. He is going to unreliable
sources for his information.

Mr. Oldfield: Do you deny you had lunch
with him at the Adelphi?

Mr. GRAYDEN: I will take advantage
of the small amount of time I have by
repeating this: I think it is a disgrace
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that the member for Boulder-Eyre should
have made the statements he made this
afternoon in respect of the Minister for
Mines. The action of the Minister for
Mines was completely justified and in the
best interests of the people of Western
Australia. It will also be in the best in-
terests of the people of Western Australia
and the mining industry of this State if
this House agrees to the amendment pro-
posed to the iniquitous section 291 of the
Mining Act.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) C12.11 am.]: To all
except clause 5 of the Bill, I have no ob-
jection, but I have serious objection to
clause 5, which seeks to repeal section 291
of the Mining Act. Before I proceed to
give my reasons, I would say I am sorry
the member for South Perth is following
his usual custom leaving his place before
anybody has an opportunity to reply to
him, because I propose to show him how
faulty his law is.

The member for South Perth took the
member for Boulder-Eyre to task for say-
ing that the Minister for Mines Contra-
vened the law in allowing the Japanese
to remain at Whim Creek:, and to bolster
up his argument he quoted subsection (2)
of section 5 of the Mines Regulation Act,
which purports to give the Governor power
to exempt from the operations of the Act
any of the provisions thereof. He then
argued that that section permitted the
Minister to grant an exemption from sec-
tion 291.

Mr. Qrayden. Absolute nonsense!
Mr. TONKIN: That is what the honour-

able member said.
Mr. Grayden: That is completely un-

true; I said nothing of the sort.
Mr. J. Hegney: Talk about a twister!
Mr. TONKIN: Subsection (2) of section

5 of the Mines Regulation Act only gives
the Governor power to exempt a mine from
the provisions of the Mines Regulation Act
and no other Act; and the provision which
forbids the employment of Japanese in a,
mine is not in the Mines Regulation Act
at all-it is in the Mining Act. So this
power which the member for South Perth
quoted as being the power to enable the
Minister to do what he did with the Jap-
anlese-

Point of Order
Mr. GRAYDEN: That is completely uin-

untrue, and I must ask that that statement
be withdrawn. I said nothing of the kind.

The SPEARER (Mr. Hearman): The
member for South Perth has asked that
the statement be withdrawn.

Mr. TONKIN: What statement, Mr.
Speaker?

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): I was
not here and did not hear the statement,
Perhaps the member for South Perth could
tell me what it was.

Mr. GRAYDEN: It was a long statement
to the effect that I said section 5 of the
Mines Regulation Act gave the Minister
power to override section 291 of the Min-
ing Act. I said nothing of the kind, as
a reference to Mansard will disclose.

Mr. TONKIN: I decline to 'withdraw, be-
cause that is what the member for South
Perth said. if any doubt exists, I suggest
You send for the Mansard report so that
we can check it.

Mr. GRAYDEN: May I ask that that be
done?

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearnian): Is the
reporter present who took down the report?
If not, the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion m~ay continue with his speech while
the report is obtained.

Debate (on motion) Resumed
Mr. TONKIN: Thank you, Sir. I say

what the member for Boulder-Eyre says:
that contrary to the law, the Minister for
Mines allowed Japanese to work in or
about a mine, and the power under the
Mines Regulation Act could not be uti-
lised to exempt the Minister from obeying
the law with regard to that section 291.
Of course, the proof of it is to be found in
the depositions of the case which took place
in the Warden's Court at Marble Bar. The
bearing was at Port Hedland on Tuesday,
the 5th February, 1963, before Warden M,
J. Malley. The charges were that certain
Japanese, whose names are mentioned, be-
ing Asiatic aliens were employed on or
about a mine contrary to section 291 of the
Mining Act. That was the charge, and
the warden. found the charge proved.

Those men were there by permission of
the Minister for Mines; and they are still
there, three of them, despite the fact that
the Minister said they only had permission
to stay there supervising the erection of
the plant. The plant -was completely
erected months ago, and these men are
still there in employment. One is a book-
keeper's clerk. If that is supervising the
erection of plant, then I do not know
what plain English means.

That is in direct contravention of the
law. Let us have a look at the part of the
judgment which shows that the offence 'was
committed. 1 quote from page 24 of the
depositions. This is what Warden Malley
said-

I have found that the activities
of all five of the defendants extended
beyond the boundaries of Location 71
to the surrounding mineral claims and
it therefore follows that they have of-
fended against the provision of S. 291
but assuming that I am incorrect in
holding that view and that the De-
fendants, particularly Demura, and
Inoue, have only been concerned with
matters within the boundaries of Lo-
cation 71 it is Perhaps desirable that I
should deal with that aspect of the
case.
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Now it is common ground that the
Mineral being sought by the company
in this area is copper. Reference to
the concise oxford dictionary and the
Encyclopaedia Britannica. satisfies me
that the term precious metals Is con-
fined to gold, silver, platinum,
Palladium and iridium used in the
more valuable coins and in the manu-
facture of jewellery. On that basis it
is agreed that Loc. 71 is not private
land within the meaning of S. 135 of
the Mining Act. I am therefore
forced to the conclusion that the
Mining Act has no application to
LOe. 71, it being neither "Crown Land"
nor "Private land" within the defini-
tions set out in the act while being
used for its Present purpose.

Because of the situation, the chairman of
Depuch wrote to the Minister for Mines;
and this is the genesis of this Bill. If it
had not been for the fact that the posi-
ti4on was likely to be raised to the Japan-
ese at Whim Creek, and the chairman of
Depuich felt constrained to write to the
Minister about it, this Bill would not have
been before this Assembly. This is the
letter which was put in as evidence, and
I quote from page 15 of the depositions-

Dear Sir,
Re: Whim Creek Copper-Depuch

Shipping & Mining Co. Ltd.
In 1960 the writer acquired 55%

personal share holding of Depuich
Shipping & Mining Co. mty. Ltd. with
the intention of supplying Copper
Concentrate to Japan, but, later in
the Year, faced with failure through
lack of finance and knowledge, was
impelled to seek rescue by the Vows
Mining Co. Ltd. of Japan.

Dowa Mining Co. Ltd. of Japan even-
tually agreed to take over the Com-
pany subject to their being allowed
to have their own Representatives,
financial and highly technical, on the
site, otherwise no dice, of which your
Under Secretary was informed. Thus
in the first stages two Japanese Ad-
visors came from Japan and now that
Warmans are installing an almost
unique plant through their collabora-
tion, another three Japanese are here.
There is no possible direct nor indirect
attempt to have these Japanese, or
others, take jobs from Australians-
rather they are highly qualified Uni-
versity men who look for life in more
pleasant conditions than those of the
North West: also it costs more to keep
them here than would Australians cost.
Thus the Japanese on loan to Depuch
here hope to do their jobs, gaining
favour in the eyes of their superiors
through their devotion, and return to
Japan as quickly as possible. They are
not employees but representatives and
eventually two should be enough for
Dowa.

The foregoing recital is my prelude
to our request for consideration, if at
all possible, towards slight modifica-
tion in your mining Act. Clause 291
says: -

That no Asiatic or African may
act in any capacity in or about
any mine.

Dowa Mining Co. Ltd. are already
committed to something like £625,000
expenditure with much greater invest-
ment in view. If they are likely to
have their Representatives removed
from Whim Creek by an authority
under Clause 291 they would stop
operations immediately and I now
fear that outside pressures locally may
cause such political action to be moti-
vated.

May I therefore, Sir, with all re-
spect request a Cabinet Minute or
Mansard record or modification of the
Act to the effect that Depuch's Japan-
ese Nominees may remain at Whim
Creek as Overseas Administrative Re-
presentatives, not as miners nor
workers of the Depuch Mining Com-
pany, because I am faced with a pos-
sible dilemma for which I would
eventually find myself morally respon-
sible-and as you already know we
very much regret the matters which
recently became a focus of discontent
in your Parliament.

With a renewed assurance of my
highest respects and those of the
Board, I remain, Sir,

Yours faithfully,
(Signed.) H. W. Woodfield,

Chairman,
Depuch Shipping & Mining Co.

Pty. Ltd.
That is the start of what has ended up
here: a request to the Minister for some
action to be taken. Now that is fact.
What I am about to say is assumption on
mry part. I assume that when the Minister
went to Japan, endeavouring to dispose of
iron ore, this very point was raised -with
him: "You have come here to sell us your
iron ore, but You exclude our people from
going there to work. Now what about an
assurance that You will do something to
amend the Mining Act?"; and I believe
that the Minister indicated that he would
see what he could do in that direction.

I repeat that I have not a tittle of
evidence to support that statement. That
is my belief, in accordance with the cir-
cumstances which occurred prior to the
Minister's trip to Japan, and what took
place subsequently.

Mr. Bovell: Your assumptions are com-
pletely off-beam.

Mr. TONKI: The fact remains, of
course, that what these Japanese required
to be done is being done.
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Mr. Bovell: Only in the interests of
Western Australia.

Mr. TONKIN: Not in the Interests of
Western Australia at all.

Mr. Bickerton:- You get some down at
Busselton.

Mr. TONKIN: Having shown that the
Act forbids the employment of these
Japanese; having shown that the warden
concluded the offences had been corn-
mitted; having presented the fact that the
Japanese are still there despite that de-
cision, is it not perfectly clear that the
Minister is not obeying the law? There is
no other conclusion,

The Minister has got no right under any
Statute to disregard the law; so he is now
going to amend it so that the circum-
stances which he has condoned all along
can continue without difficulty to himself.
That is the reason for this amendment;
not the interests of Western Australia, but
the interests of the Minister for Mines.

I Quote the following from Halsbury/s
Laws of England, "Relations between the
Crown and the Subject," vo]. I of the third
edition, page 208:-

'Relations between the Crown and
Subject

The Crown's duty towards the sub-
ject. The essential duties of the Crown
towards the subject (m) are now to be
found expressed in the terms of the
oaths which every Sovereign is re-
quired to take before or at the corona-
tion. The duties imposed by the coron-
ation oath (o) are:

(1) To govern the people of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, and the
dominions thereto belonging, ac-
cording to the statutes in Parlia-
ment agreed on and the laws and
customs of the same (p);

That leaves no latitude to anybody, the
Sovereigna or anybody deriving power from
the Sovereign, to govern otherwise than
in accordance with the law; and, of course,
in connection with this mining matter, the
Minister has not administered his depart-
ment in accordance with the law.

He has no authority, under any Act of
Parliament, to permit him to do what he
has done and what he is continuing to do
at this present moment, despite a decision
in the court that the Japanese at Whim
Creek offended against section 291 of the
Mining Act. One complaint made by those
people who objected to the Japanese being
there is in regard to their arrogance--
the way they treat Australians working
with them-and it is said, on sworn evi-
dence in these depositions, which was not
contradicted by Inoue--

I do not care what arrangements
have been made with your Govern-
ment. We own the mine and we will
run It as we want to.

Thbat evidence is here in front of me,
sworn on oath and uncontradicted by any
witness, and explains the attitude being
adopted by these people because they feel
they are safe, being under the protection
of the Minister; and, of course, if this sec-
tion is removed from the Mining Act, they
will not be dependent upon the Minister,
whoever he may be. They will then have
the right to stay there as long as the
Commonwealth Government permits them
to remain in the Commonwealth.

What we cannot add. up is this: If it
were true that these Japanese were re-
quired only to supervise the establishment
of the plant, why did they not return to
Japan when the job was done? The plant
was opened months ago-I think before
Parliament opened this session-and three
of the Japanese are still there. One is a
manager, and one is a bookkeeper -clerk.
What sort of technician is he? A Japan-
ese bookkeeper-clerk!

Can anyone tell me that a suitable Aus-
tralian could not have been found for that
job, and that it is necessary to bring a
man from Japan to fill the position? Of
course, one can see that the arguments
put up in support of repealing this section
in the Act are pretty weak indeed. It is
most interesting to read the reply to that
letter which was sent to Woodfield, w~hlob
letter I have just read. The reply was
not sent by the Minister, but by the Under-
Secretary of the Mines Department. it
was not in terms which I consider would
altogether satisfy Mr. Woodfield, but
nevertheless It was an indication that same
of the Japanese could remain there fur a
period.

Mr. Bovell: Are You now going to accuse
the Under-Secretary of Mines of breaking
the law?

Mr. TONKIN: Is that something the
Minister is saying?

Mr. Bovell: I am asking you. Are you
claiming that the under-secretary has
broken the law?

Mr. TONKIN: What I said was that the
under-secretary had written a letter.

Mr. Bovell: You said he was breaking
the law.

Mr. TONKIN: I did not say that at all!I
Mr. Bovell: Oh yes you did!
Mr. TONKIN: Oh no I did not! The

Minister needs a hearing aid. Do not try
to come at the tactics of the member for
South Perth!

Mr. Bovell: Well I heard You say it, and
so did everybody else who is awake.

Mr. TONKIN:' What I said-and the
Minister knows quite well what I said-
is that the Under-Secretary for Mines, at
the direction of the Minister tar Mines
wrote a reply to that letter, but not in
terms which would be altogether satis-
factory to Mr. Woodfield-
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Mr. Bovell: And you further said that
he gave permission for the Japanese to
stay there.

Mr. TONKIN: -and he gave permission
for some of the Japanese to remain at
Whim Creek; and, so he did!

Mr. Bovell: Yes; that is what you said.
Mr. TONKIN: I now have his letter and

I quote from page 17 of the depositions.
It reads as follows-

Copy Letter from Under Secretary for
Mines A. H. Telfer to H. W. Woodfield

Dated 30th November, 1962.
Dear Sir,

Whim Creek Capper
The important feature about this letter.

and which makes the difference between
what I said and what the Minister wants
to infer, is that the letter which was
written by the Under-Secretary for Mines
was written at the direction of the Min-
ister. I am sorry the Minister missed that.'Mr. Novell: Well, read it again; I am
sorry too.

Mr. TONKIN: The letter which the
Under-Secretary for Mines wrote was
written at the direction of the Minister,
so the responsibility for what it contains
is the Minister's, and not the responsibility
of the under-secretary. I continue to read
the letter-

I am directed by the Honourable
Minister for mines to acknowledge re-
ceipt of your letter of the 14th instant
and to advise you that, after giving
careful consideration to your request,
he is agreeable to the four Menl refer-
red to by you remaining as expert ad-
visers during the plant erection at
Whim Creek, and that thereafter two
men not employed in any way by the
Depuch Company, but purely Dowa.
Company employees and representa-
tives, might be permitted to stay sub-
ject to annual review.

Of course, the fact remains that long
after the erection of the plant was com-
pleted, three Japanese stayed, and three
Japanese are still there and employed on
the mine-one as a bookkeeper-clerk in
contravention of the law, and with the per-
mission of the Minister. So the charge
made by the member for Boulder-Eyre is
completely sustained, and cannot be re-
futed.

Members of the R.S.L. are greatly dis-
turbed at the action of the Government.
I have here a letter written by a repre-
sentative of a body of returned soldiers
in the Fremnantle district, to the member
for Fremantle. The secretary, writing on
behalf of his members expressed strong
opposition to the move of the Government
to repeal this section of the Mining Act,
and stated that his organisation was writ-
ing to the President of the W.SJJ. lodging
a protest on behalf of its members against

the action which was being taken, and
asking the R.S.L. to take some action in
the matter.

These people are disturbed because they
know something of the way Japanese be-
have when they are in control. On the
21st September, 1962, 1 wrote a letter to
the editor of The West Australian which
reads as follows:-

Japanese At Mine at Whim Creek
John T. Tonkin, Deputy Leader of

the Opposition, Perth: Section 291 of
the Mining Act reads: " .. . and no
Asiatic or African alien shall be em-
ployed as a miner or In any capacity
whatever In or about any mine, claim,
or autborised holding."

Despite this, evidence has been pro-
duced that the Government has agreed
to the employment of several Japanese
on the Whim Creek mine by the
Depuch Shipping and Mining Co. The
Government has had ample opportu-
nity to amend the law to remove the
prohibition against the employment of
Asiatics if it considers that this is a
desirable course to follow but it has
neglected to take any action in this
direction.

The conduct of the Brand Govern-
ment in failing to observe the law
where it is itself concerned is the more
reprehensible when it is considered
that it was responsible for the p rose-
cution of the proprietor of the Globe
Amusement Arcade, whose only offence
against the law was that, contrary to
section 84 of the Police Act, he had
allowed a person under the age of 16
to enter and remain on his premises.

Dismissing the appeal against the
conviction, the Chief Justice felt con-
strained to say that Parliament should
take early steps to amend the law
which was open to such a wide mean-
ing as could be given to It.

The Minister for Mines (The Hon, A. P.
Griffith, M.L.C.) was given an opportunity
to reply to that letter and this is what he
said-

The Government had drawn the at-
tention of Depuch to Section 291 of
the Mining Act. The Japanese were
here under Commonwealth Govern-
ment visa and the WA. Government
had said that it would be in order
for them to remain here for the
time allowed by the Commonwealth
Government. While here the Japan-
ese could give technical advice, parti-
cularly on any Japanese equipment
which might be brought from Japan
to Australia. The State Government
had not given permission for the Jap-
anese to work on the mines, and, in
fact, was not in a position to do so.
AS was the case with so many charges
of Mr. Tonkin, he appeared to be only
half-informed.
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Was I half-informed as a result of the
decision of the warden's court? Was I
half-informed on this matter, having re-
gard to the letter which Woodfield wrote
and the reply which the under-secretary
wrote at the Minister's direction, and the
fact that these Japanese are still on the
mine and working on the mine, and the
fact that the plant erection was com-
pleted months and months ago?

So it can be seen that the Minister, in
addition to not observing the law, did not
state the true position to the paper when
be answered my letter. No wonder the
member for Boulder-Eyre complained.
and used strong words against the Minis-
ter's behaviour in this matter!

The sale of iron ore is very closely bound
up with the operations of the Japanese
in the north of Western Australia, and it
is fairly wvell known that they have a vital
interest in Mt, Newman, so much so that
they have found the money in Japan and
sent it to Western Australia by bank draft
to pay the amounts due for rents for the
mining leases-leases held by a Western
Australian syndicate. That indicates the
Japanese have a very strong lien on this
big iron ore deposit.

Naturally when they exercise their right
to buy it, and pay off the holders of the
syndicate, they will want to take advantage
of the removal of section 291 of the Min-
ing Act, to enable them to bring in a num-
ber of Japanese to work the Mt. Newman
deposit; and, what is more, to bring in a
lot of Japanese machinery and equipment,
which they will be able to do without pay-
ing customs duty.

They will bring this machinery and
equipment into Western Australia, use it
on the mine, and dump it when it is of no
further use. in that way they will be able
to bring cheap machinery in, against the
interests of Western Australian firms which
deal in this class of earthmovlng machin-
ery. One of these firms, associated with
the farmers, is very much concerned at this
prospect.

I have been told this story, and I was
promised a statutory declaration to sup-
port the story, but unfortunately it did not
reach ine yesterday. A Western Austra-
lian with four children was encouraged to
go to Whim Creek to take a job. When
he got there none was available, so he
asked for his return fare to Perth. He
was told that was not the method fol-
lowed in Japan, where, if a worker came
looking for a job and did not get one, he
had to find his own way back. He was
told that so far as they were concerned
that would be their method in Australia.
I regret that statutory declaration did not
come forward to enable me to prove the
truth of that story. It was told to me on
Friday-that is, yesterday-and the person
who told me said he had a statutory
declaration in his possession and would
send it along-

Mr. Speaker, you might have noticed in
The West Australian of Friday a reference
to a big Northern Territory iron ore deal.
The report states-

Big N.T. Iron Ore Deal in Danger
Sydney, Thursday: A Japanese

Contract, estimated to be worth
£30,000,000, for the purchase of Nor-
thern Territory iron ore could be lost
because two men have refused an offer
worth £237,500 each in royalties.

Mr. Astley, the chairman and man-
aging director of Northern Mining Cor-
poration, a company formed to mine
the ore, said this tonight.

Mr. Astley has a third interest in
the deposits, at Frances Creek, 150
miles south-east of Darwin.

The two men who have ref used the
royalties, Mr. Louis Harmanis and Mr.
Kenneth Waters, of Darwin, also hold
a third interest each.

Mr. Astley said that Mr. Harmanis
and Mr. Waters were holding out for
a £5,000 prepayment royalty each
quarter, and an additional royalty of
£ 87,500 each.

Mr. Astley said: "if we do not reach
agreement before the end of December
we will miss out on the Japanese ore-
buying allocation for the next three
years."

I interpolate here: I wonder whether West-
ern Australia is in the three-year iron ore
allocation. If it is not we will have to
wait another thrue years before we sell any
iron ore to Japan. Apparently the alloca-
tion has been made, and it provides for this
amount of £30,000,000 in the Northern Ter-
ritory.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearinan): Is this
relevant to the Bill?

Mr. TONKIN: Most relevant, because
the Japanese who came to work at Mt.
Newman are keen to get section 291 out
of the Mining Act so that they can be in
charge. I am endeavouring to show bow
they try to get things their way and will
not operate unless they do.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Heannan): The
honourable member has another five min-
utes.

Mr. TONKIN: The report goes on to
state-

Hie would not name the Japanese
company concerned, but said the con-
tract would be wvorth £30,000,000 over
the next ten to 20 years.

He said the Darwin partners had
been told three months ago in a letter
from the Japanese company that
unless final agreement was reached
the operation would be greatly Jeopar-
dised.
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The important part is that this person was
told by the Japanese that unless final
agreement was reached the operation
would be greatly jeopardised. The report
goes on-

More than £1.000,000 worth of
mining equipment would be on the
site, and ore would have to be stock-
piled f or six months till there was
150,000 tons on the ground.

Loading facilities would have to be
built at Darwin, and the railway would
have to be renovated to take heavier
loads.

The significant feature is that the
Japanese are dictating the tune. In effect,
they are saying to the Australians who own
this deposit, "There are our terms. You
agree to them by the end of December. If
you do not you might miss out on the iron
ore allocation in this three-year period."
Let them into Western Australia with no
restriction and they will adopt the same
arrogant method they have adopted up to
now.

Mr. Bovell: Of course, this is all sup-
position.

Mr. TONKIN: It Is not supposition at
all. It is all in the depositions. The only
part that is supposition is the part I indi-
cated. All the rest is in accordance with
the evidence before me, and the Minister
knows that. His interjection was most
unfair.

My supposition was this: When the Min-
ister was in Japan he gave an undertaking
to the Japanese that he would take some
action in this regard. I still think that:
but I say it is pure supposition, and I have
not a tittle of evidence to support it.

With regard to all the other statements
I have made since I have been on my feet,
I have had the evidence to back them up-
the decisions of the warden, the letter from
the Minister, the letter from the under-
secretary, the statements on oath in the
depositions, and the sections in the Mining
Act and the Mines Regulation Act. That
is not supposition;, that Is fact.

I regret very much that the Govern-
menit has made up its mind to proceed
with this Bill, If the second reading is
carried, and the Bill is dealt with in Com-
mittee, I Propose to attempt to have in-
serted in the Bill the amendments I
circulated yesterday.

Withdrawal of Remarks
The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): I wish

to deal with the request by the member for
South Perth for the withdrawal of words.
I think I am correct in saying that the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition attributed
a statement to the member for South
Perth to the effect that section 5 of the
Mines Regulation Act gave power to over-
rule section 291 of the Mining Act.

Mr. Tonkin: The import of his remarks
amounted to that.

The SPEAKER (Mr. flearman): I
understood the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition to say that was what the
member for South Perth had said, and I
was in the House. It did occur to me it
might have been a deduction on the part
of the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.
but he did say the member for South Perth
had said that.

Mr. TONKIN: I do not hesitate to with-
draw that if the member for South Perth
objects. In explanation I would say that
was my way of sumnmarising quite a long
argument which he used over a period of
minutes. I leave it to members to decide.
I say the import of his remarks 'was that
the Minister was not contravening the
law, because under the Mines Regulation
Act the Governor had power to exempt
any mine. The member for Boulder inter-
jected to say that he did not exempt the
mine.

My paint was that section 291 of the
Mining Act prohibits the employment of
Japanese, and therefore no provision of
the Mines Regulation Act could possibly
enable the Governor or the Minister to do
what the member for South Perth said.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): The
Point is whether the member for South
Perth in point of fact said what the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition attributed to him.
As I understand from a study of the
transcript be did not say that, and has
asked for an unqualified withdrawal of
that portion of the remarks.

Mr. TONKIN: I have no hesitation at
all in withdrawing it. I admit frankly he
did not make the statement in the words
I used, but I repeat the whole of his argu-
ment can be crystalised in what I said. I
therefore withdraw.

Debate (on motion) Resumed

MR. WV. HEGNEY (Mt, Hawthorn)
[12.58 a.m.J: I desire very briefly to enter
my protest against the attitude of the
Government in introducing this legisla-
tion. What barmin s that particular sec-
tion in the Mining Act doing?

Mr. Bovell: What harm in removIng-

Mr. W. HEGNEY: The Minister will have
the opportunity to reply.

Mr. Bovell: I shall reply and shatter
your arguments to smithereens.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: What Is the reason
for the Government's desire to delete that
section of the Act?

Mr. Bovell: You asked and I just told
you.

Mr. W. HEONEY: It has been in the
Act for many years. The Government
has introduced some very contentious
legislation this session, including two Bills,
which, to my way of thinking, will help
to undermine the working conditions of
Western Australia. The fact that the
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Government has introduced this in an-
other Place and has brought it here, is
a further indication that there are some
powerful interests behind the Govern-
ment's action.

Mr. Bovell: Yes. The powerful interest
is Western Australia.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: The Minister for
lands, who represents the Minister for
Mines, or misrepresents him, will be able
to tell us who those powerful interests
are.

Mr. Bovell: Western Australia is the big
powerful interest behind the Government.

Mr. W. HEGNEY; The Minister for
Lands continues to interject.

Mr. Bovell: You are asking me ques-
tions.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: He is anxious to reply
to the debate, but I think he will have
some difficulty in successfully convincing
the House that this legislation is desirable
and necessary in the interests of Western
Australia.

When the Bill was introduced in another
Place the Minister stated that the reason
for its introduction was-or the trend of
the debate indicated that it was--a politi-
cal measure dictated by the Australian
Workers' Union. Nothing is further from
the truth. It is true that the A.W.U. is
the organisation which has legal cover for
mining workers throughout Western Aus-
tralia, other than the Collie coalminers.
It is also true that that organisation, act-
ing on behalf of the industrial workers, is
very anxious to ensure that the conditions
applying to mines in Western Australia
will continue.

Earlier on, one of the Ministers in the
Government-I think it was the Minister
for industrial Development-suggested
that the Opposition was charging that
anything the Government did was sinis-
ter. That is only one term that I would
apply to this legislation. I believe that
there is something deep behind this legis-
lation the same as there was behind the
Government's violent attempt to radically
alter the industrial arbitration legislation
in this State, including the abolition of
the Arbitration Court.

I do not propose to traverse the history
of the conditions in regard to the mining
communities in this or any other State.
It has been done elsewhere and, to a cer-
tain extent, by previous Opposition mem-
bers. However, there is no doubt that the
history of Australian goldmining is such
that it prompted this type of legislation
to be placed on the Statute book where It
has been for many years--almost, I think,
for as long as the legislation concern-
ing the Arbitration Court. One can under-
stand the agitation of the People in Wes-
emn Australia when they found that the
Government had decided to introduce this
legislation.

The section which this Bill proposes to
repeal is only a small one in verbitage, but
it is one of great significance. I would like
to know the real reason the Government
desires its elimination from the Statute
book. The section in question is 291, and
it reads as follows:-

Any Asiatic or African alien found
mining on any Crown land may, by
order of the warden, be removed from
any goldfield or mineral field, and
whether such person has or has not
been convicted of an offence against
the last preceding section; and no
Asiatic or African alien shall be em-
ployed as a miner or in any capacity
whatever in or about any mine, claim,
or authorised holding.

That section is very carefully worded. It
is significant to me that only recently the
Administrator of the Northern Territory
advocated the introduction of Asiatic
labour for work in the Northern Territory.
Someone said this evening that there are
no Asiatics working at present. That is
true. But it is also significant that the
Premier of Queensland in a recent TV
interview suggested the introduction of
Asiatic labour into the northern part of
Queensland.

Mr. O'Neil interjected.
Mr. W. HEGNEY: I heard it myself and

saw the television interview. I repeat, that
the Liberal Premier of Queensland cer-
tainly did not object.

Mr. O'Neil: He is not a Liberal.
Mr. W. HEGNEY: He is tarred with the

same brush. Shall I say then, the anti-
Labor Premier of Queensland certainly did
not object to the introduction-

Mr. O'Neil. He did not recommend it,
Mr. W. HEGNEY: He did not object to

the introduction of Asiatic labour for the
northern portion of Queensland. Having
regard for this Government's record, I do
not believe its actions have been calculated
to be in the best interests of the people
of Western Australia. Certainly this leg-
islation is not. I do not know whether the
Premier knew of the Provisions of this Bill.

Mr. Brand: Oh yes!
Mr. W. HEGNEY: He certainly did not

know the contents or implications of a Bill
that one of his Ministers introduced just
recently, according to the Minister for
Labour! If the Minister did know of the
content-

Mr. Brand: Oh yes, I know of the legis-
lation which is introduced here. It is
decided by Cabinet.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: This may clear up a
particular Point which was concerning
members of the Opposition, and, indeed,
some Private members of the Government,
because one of the Premier's Ministers
said that no member of Cabinet or the
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Government knew what was going on until
the Bill was introduced. I am referring, of
course, to the arbitration Bill introduced
by the Minister for Labour. It was kept
a deep secret according to the Minister
for Labour: but the Premier said it was
not a secret.

The Opposition, as I have said, feels that
this legislation is necessary. I closely
studied the speech of the Minister for
Mines in another place, and I also read the
speech of the one or two members support-
ing the Government in another place.
Their arguments in favour of this per-
nicious legislation were very unconvincing.
I will be greatly interested to hear the Min-
ister for Lands. I do not know whether
he is going to read his speech or whether
he is going to reply off the cuff; but I
will be very pleased to hear the true reason
and the background and discussions which
took place before the Government decided
to introduce this legislation.

I repeat that, so far as I am concerned,
this legislation will not go on the Statute
book because I believe that if it does, it will
leave the way open. It will certainly not be
in the interests of Western Australian
people: or, indeed, in the interests of Aus-
tralian people. I have yet to be convinced
that the position in Western Australia Is
such that overseas or Asiatic interests are
going to be jeopardised by the retention of
this particular section in the Mining Act.

I might say finally that in regard to the
other few clauses in the Bill there is no
abjection to those whatsoever. As a matter
of fact, in the light of present-day circum-
stances I am of the opinion that the
amendments to the Act are desirable and
I have no objection to their being passed:
but I certainly have in regard to the ones
to which I have just referred. In that
case, I have the strongest objection.

MRl. BOVELL (Vasse-Minister for
Lands) [1.10 a.m.]: In rising to reply to
the debate on the second reading of this
Bill I want at the outset to say that I am
very concerned at the unwarranted attack
on the Minister for Mines by the member
for Boulder-Eyre. There was no reason for
the mnember for Boulder-Eyre to use the
language he did: and I think that later on,
because of interjections I wade, as well as
those by other members on this side, he
did retract to a certain degree.

Mr. Mloir: I complied with the Standing
Orders,

Mr. BOVELL: He talked all sorts of
rubbish about the Federal elections and
the fact that the Government delayed pro-
ceeding with the legislation until after the
Federal elections were held last Saturday.
He also referred at great length to the
Queensland law as it applied to section
291 of our own Mining Act.

Let us look at section 291. It has been
read and re-read this evening: but with
your permission, Mr. Speaker, and with
the indulgence of the House, I also in-
tend to read it. It says-

Any Asiatic or African alien found
mining on any Crown land may, by
order of the Warden, be removed from
any goldfield or mineral field, and
whether such person has or has not
been convicted of an offence against
the last preceding section; and no
Asiatic of African alien shall be em-
ployed as a miner or in any capacity
whatever in or about any mine, claim,
or authorised holding.

Clause 5 of the Bill seeks to repeal that
section of the Act. An amendment appears
on the notice Paper in my name to alter
the original purpose, because it was felt
that some amendment may at least dispel
and allay any fears, which the Government
feels are unfounded.

The position is that this section is not
in the law of any other State in Australia.
I am going to read communications that
have been directed to the representative
of the Minister for Mines in order that
the House can judge for itself whether
or not the statements made by the mnem-
ber for Boulder-Eyre are correct, especially
in relation to Queensland, and also the
support he has received from other
speakers who have spoken on the Op-
position side of the House.

Firstly, I will read the letter from
Queensland: and then, for good measure, I
will read the letters from the other States,
too. The letter from Queensland is as
follows:-

The Private Secretary to the Hon, A.
F. Griffith, M.L.O.,

Minister for Mines, Housing and
Justice,

Mines Department, Perth.
Dear Sir,

With reference to Your letter dated
25th ultimo requesting information on
Queensland legislation relating to the
employment of Asiatics or African
Aliens in or about any mining opera-
tion. I have to inform you that there
is no provision in this State's Mining
Acts which bars the employment of
aliens who by lineage belong to any of
the Asiatic, African or Polynesian
races.

However, Sections 15, 24, and 30
bar them from holding titles except
under certain conditions, but this
State's Solicitor General is of the
opinion that a Company registered in
Queensland under the Companies Act
is not debarred by Section 156 of the
Mining Acts from holding mineral
leases, if the controlling interests in
such company are held by Japanese
companies domiciled in Japan, pro-
viding such Company has obtained the
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nccessary license from the Governor
in Council to hold such an interest in
land, as required by Section 332 of the
Companies Act of this State.

Yours faithfully,
EK Healy.

Under Secretary.

That letter from Queensland gives the
complete lie to anything the member for
Boulder-Eyre said about legislation similar
to that in Western Australia operating in
Queensland.

Mr. Moir: It does nothing of the sort,
and you know It.

Mr. BOVELL: Now from the Northern
Territory-

Northern Territory Administration,
Darwin, 4th March, 196.

Private Secretary to Minister,
Minister's office,

Mines Department, Perth,
W.A.

Dear Sir,
I refer to your letter of the 25th

February, 1963, addressed to the Direc-
tor of Mines regarding Asiatic or
African aliens being engaged in
mining.

Though the original Northern Terri-
tory Mining Ordinance was drafted
from the western Australian Act your
Section 291 was not included in our
Mining Ordinance.

The only discrimination against
aliens in the Northern Territory Or-
dinance are under Sections 39 and 45
which states that an Asiatic alien
cannot be granted a Gold Mining or
Mineral Lease. Section 21 of the Or-
dinance provides that a Miner's Right
shall not be issued to an Asiatic alien
without the authority in writing of the
Administrator. In recent years such
an authority has been obtained on a
number of occasions so that repre-
sentatives of Japanese mining and in-
dustrial companies could obtain per-
mits to enter Reserves for Wards. Our
Section 21 is similar to Section 23 of
the Western Australian M1ining Act.

Under the provisions of Section 36
of the Mines Regulation Ordinance
1939-1962 a person who is unable read-
ily and intelligently to speak the En-
glish language shall not be employed
underground in any mine while
managers, under-managers, platmen,
shift bosses and winding engine drivers
are required to be able to speak, read
and write the English language. This,
I believe, is Identical with existing
provisions in the Western Australian
Mines Regulation Act.

Your faithfully,
H. C. Barclay,

Acting Assistant Administrator,
(E. & S.A)

This letter came from Melbourne-
flea sury Buildings,

Melbourne, C.2.
28th February, 1963.

Private Secretary to Minister,
Minister's Office,

Mines Department, Perth.
W.A.

Dear Sir,
With reference to your letter of 25th

instant regarding the employment of
foreign labour in mining operations.
I wish to advise that there is no Pro-
vision in the Mines Act of this State
which debars Asiatic or African aliens
from employment in or about any mine
or authorised claim or lease holding.

The only reference to foreign labour
in the Act is that contained in Sec-
tion 47, which reads...

Every gold mining lease or mineral
lease shall contain a covenant binding
the lessee to provide for the employ-
ment in the construction of the works
or in mining operations or if necessary
for the supply of water for such opera-
tions during the term of the lease dur-
ing the usual hours of labour of a
certain specified number of able and
competent workmen and miners (not
being Chinese).-

This, as will be seen, does not pre-
vent Chinese from being employed
about a mine.

To my knowledge there have not
been any problems specially arising out
of the employment of foreign labour
in or about Victorian mines for very
many years.

Yours faithfully,
Secretary for Mines.

The following is the letter from Sydney.
New South Wales is a Labor State, gov-
erned by a Labor Government. The letter
is dated the 1st March, 1963. It reads as
follows:

Mr. K. 0. Hide,
Private Secretary to Minister for

Mines,
Mines Department,
Perth, W.A.

Dear Sir,
In reply to your letter of 25th Feb-

ruary, 1963, I desire to inform you that
the Mining Acts of this State contain
no provisions prohibiting the employ-
ment of Asiatics, Africans or -any other
aliens in or about any Mining opera-
tion or prospecting holding.

Yours faithfully,
M. H. Stater (Sgd.),
Acting Under secretary.
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That is a Labor State, governed by a Labor
Government for many years. Another let-
ter reads as follows:-

Department of Mines.
Government Offices,

169 Rundle Street,
Adelaide, S.A.

28th February, 1963.
The Private Secretary.
Minister for Mines,
Mines Department,
Perth, W.A.
Dear Sir,

In reply to your letter of 25th Feb-
ruary, I have to inform you that the
Mining Act, 1930/1962, and the Mining
Regulations in force in this State, do
not discriminate regarding Asiatics,
Africans or any aliens.

A Miner's Right, the basis of mining
in South Australia, can be issued to
any person of the age of sixteen years
or over or to a body corporate.

Yours faithfully,
L. W. Parkin (Sgd.),

Director of Mines.
The following is the letter received from

Hobart, Tasmania. This is another State
that has been governed by Labor for many
years. The letter reads as follows:

Department of Mines.
Hobart,

Tasmania,
6/3/ 63.

Private Secretary to Minister,
Mines Department,
Perth, W.A.
Dear Sir,

in reply to your letter of the 25th
February, 1963, I would advise that
there is no legislation in this State
which prohibits the holding of mining
tenements by Asiatic or African aliens
nor is there any provision to prevent
their employment. The Aliens Act,
1913, was constituted to enable aliens
to acquire, hold and dispose of proper-
ty of every description in the same
manner in all respects as a natural-
born British subject.

I trust that the foregoing infor-
mation satisfies the purpose of your
enquiry. I may say that no mining
tenements are held nor is there any
employment in the mining industry
of Asiatic or African aliens.

Yours faithfully,
J. G. Symons (Sgd.),

Director of Mines.
Those are letters which convey the

simple fact that there is no legislation in
any State in Australia, including the
Northern Territory, similar to section 291
of our Mining Act. This Government has,
I shall say, initiated the kind of scheme
to utilise to the best advantage of Western
Australia the mineral resources of this
State, in particular our iron Ore.

The Japanese nation is interested, or has
shown maore interest than any other nation,
in the purchase of it. The member for Mt.
Hawthorn asked the reason why this Bill
was being introduced. The reason is Quite
simple: Western Australia wants to put
this on an equal footin to the other States
in regard to legislation covering mining
activity. I think that would be the simple
answer as to why this legislation has been,
introduced.

I would like to emphasise that the intro-
duction of aliens or volunteers into Western
Australia is governed by Commonwealth
law. The immigration laws of Australia
are designed, controlled, and administered
by the Commonwealth Government, and
any alien who comes to Australia Must
have a visa. I am quite sure that if the
amendment which I have on the notice
paper is carried, and the Minister for Mines
has the right to approve of aliens being
in attendance at mines, then the present
Minister and future Ministers will certainly
study carefully the visa given by the Com-
monwealth Government. I understand,
too, that the industrial laws of this country
provide that anybody working in a mine
would have to conform with those laws
and with the terms of industrial awards.

I cannot understand the opposition
against this measure. Surely, we in
Western Australia, with our vast mineral
resources, are entitled to compete with
other states of Australia in encouraging
nations to take an interest in and to
develop our resources to the ultimate bene-
fit of Western Australia!

We are protected by the Commonwealth
Immigration Laws: we are protected by
the industrial laws: and we will be pro-
tected, because of my amendment on the
notice paper, by the Government of this
State in connection with any aliens who
may he prepared to work in or around
mines.

The main purpose of the Bill is not for
indentured labour. That, of course, is com-
pletely foreign to the intention of the Gov-
ernment. But surely when a nation in-
vests large sunms of money it is entitled
to have its experts, whether it be for
geological purposes or for other profes-
sional purposes--for purposes of adminis-
tration and management-or some person-
nel on the site to see that its interests are
being looked after. After all is said and
done, it is providing the money to develop
the industry and it would want to see that
its interests were being protected and ad-
ministered in the right way.

It is the firm belief of the Government
that this measure is designed in the best
interests of Western Australia, in order
that our vast mineral resources can be
used to the best possible advantage of the
people of this State.

Question put and a division taken.
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Remarks during Division
The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman):- The

electric system for the ringing of the bells
has failed, and It appears that the mnes-
senger has rung the bell in the corridor,
he has been in the bar, but he has not
been upstairs. Is the Government Whip
satisfied that the doors should be locked?

Mr. O'Neil: Yes, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): And

the Opposition Whip?
Mr. Heal: The Opposition Whip is not

here, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearinan): I can-

not hold the division up indefinitely. I
will allow another two minutes for mem-
bers to come into the Chamber.

Mr. Cornell: Surely Opposition mem-
bers are not so weak that they can't ring
the bell!

Result of Division
Division resulted as follows:-

Ayes--20
Mr. Boveil Mr. Guthrie
Mr. Brand Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Burt Mr. Lewis
Mr. Cornell Mr. 1. WV. Manning
Mr. Court Mr. Nalder
Mr. Craig Mr. Niznmo
Mdr. Crommelin Mr. Runciman
Mr. Dunn Mr. Wild
Mr. Olafer Mr. Williams
Mr. Grayden Mr. O'Nel

Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Davies
Mr. Pletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hlawke
Mr. Heal
Mr. J. Hegney
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Jamieson
'Mr. Kelly

Ayes
Mr. Hart
Mr. O'Connor
MrE. W. A. Manning
XDr. Herin
Mr. Mitchell

,es-l9
Mr. D. G. May
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Oldfleld
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Toms
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. H. May

?sirs
Noes

Mr. Curran
Mr. Evans
Mr. Brady
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Hall

Majority for-i.
Question thus Passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr. 1.

W. Manning) in the Chair; Mr. Bovell
(Minister for Lands) in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 4 put and passed.
Clause 5: Section 291 repealed-

Mr. BOVELL: I move an amendment-
Page 2. line 24-Delete the word

".repealed" and substitute the follow-
ing:-"amended by adding after the
word 'holding,' being the last word in
the section. the Passage 'without the
authority, in writing, of the Minister
first obtained."'

Instead of removing the sectrion alto-
gether, because of some doubts, and in
order to allay any suspicions on the part
of the Opposition, which were completely
unfounded, the Government decided it
would allow section 291 to remain and give
the Minister authority to give permission
for aliens to be on or about a mine.

Mr. W. Hegney: Speak up can't you!
Mr. BOVELL: Well listen!
Mr. Kelly: You are mumbling.
Mr. BOVELL: The honourable member

can hear me well enough when he wants
to.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. 1. W. Manning):
I cannot hear the minister either.

Mr. BOVELL: I refer members to sec-
tions 23 and 24 of the Act where the refer-
ence to the authority of the Minister being
first obtained appears. The amendment
will make section 291 of the Act conform
with sections 23 and 24, which also deal
with Asiatic and African aliens.

Mr. TONKIN: This will certainly be an
improvement on the Bill as it stands, but
having regard to the fact that the Minister
has already given authority without wait-
ing for legislative authority, it is desirable
that there Ghould be some proviso on the
use of the authority. I therefore propose
a little later to move to add provisos to
the words which the Minister intends to
acid to safeguard the Position in certain
circ umstances.

Amendment Put and passed.
Mr. TONKIN: Yesterday I caused copies

of the proviso I wish to add to the Minis-
ter's amendment to be circulated, and
there were sufficient for every member to
have received one. I ask the Committee
to agree to it so that in certain circum-
stances the use of the Minister's authority
might be safeguarded. I move an amend-
ment--

Add the following proviso to the
clause, as amended:-

Provided that such authority
shall not be given or having been
given shall be void-

(a) When there Is in the
Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia any Person other
than an Asiatic or African
Alien who is willing to
perform and capable of
doing so the employment
undertaken or proposed to
be undertaken by the
Asiatic or African Milen;
or

(b) When the giving of the
authority is objected to
by or on behalf of the
majority of the owners or
Part owners or the Major-
ity of the occupiers of the
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Mine Claim or authorised
holding who are natural
born or naturalised citi-
zens of the Common-
wealth of Australia: or

(c) When the mine claim or
authorised holding upon
which the Asiatic or
African Allen is employed
or proposed to be em-
ployed Is owned or occu-
pied wholly or in part by
a company or body cor-
porate and the majority
of the Sharebolders of
the Company or Members
of the body corporate who
are natural born or natu-
rallised citizens of the
Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia object to the em-
ployment.

Provided further that any au-
thority obtained from the Minis-
ter shall be subject to Appea] to
the Supreme Court of Western
Australia at the instance of any
person who feels aggrieved by such
decision.

At present there is employed at Depuch
a bookkeeper-clerk who Is an Asiatic. There
are plenty of bookkeeper-clerks in Western
Australia, and I do not see any necessity.
for the purpose of encouraging the export
of iron ore to Western Australia to bring
a clerk from Japan. So I hope, in
such circumstances, the Minister would not
give his authority. That is the reason
for the proviso in paragraph (a).

Paragraphs (b) and (c) are self-
e.\planatory. If the majority of those who
own or occupy a mine object to the em-
ployment of Asians in the Mine. I think
their objection should be protected. As to
the mining at Whim Creek, it is well known
that the reason certain persons took action
in the warden's court against the Japan-
ese was that, when the Japanese went
there, they took over. Despite the in-
terests of the local shareholders, they dis-
pensed with the services of one of them,
and became very arrogant in their con-
duct of the mine. This proviso will en-
sure that if the majority of the persons
or occupiers, or the majority of the share-
holders, object to the employment of
Asians, authority shall not be granted
for their employment.

Mr. BOVELL: I cannot agree to this
amendment.

Mr. Tonkin: Most unreasonable!

Mr. BOVELL: It is unnecessary. The
Government has gone a long way in meet-
ing the wishes of the Opposition in this
matter by my moving the amendment I
have. That amendment has been carried
by the Committee. Section 291 does not

appear in any other Act in the Common-
wealth. We are allowing it to remain in
our legislation, and giving the Minister
authority to grant permission if he so de-
sires. Surely he should have the right to
grant that authority! It would be a new
principle in any legislation to incorporate
a proviso which, in effect, would make the
Minister not responsible for administering
the Act. I do not know of any similar
provision in any Act such as this which
would restrict the Minister's responsibility.

I am surprised that a man of the stand-
ing of the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion would move such an amendment, es-
pecially as he is so anxious to be in accord
with the Standing Orders and correct pro-
cedure.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes--Is

Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Davies
Mr. Pletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hawke
Mr, Heal
Mr. J. Hegneyr
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Jamieson

Mr. novel,
Mr. Brand
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Crammeln
Mr. Dunn
Mr. Gayfer
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Gutbrie

Ayes
Mr. Curran
Mr. Evans
Mr. Hall
Mr. Brady
Mr. Seweli
Mr. Norton

Majority against-i

Mr. ]Kelly
Mr. D. G, May
Mr. Moair
Mr. Oldfeelt.
Mr. Rhatlgan
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Tomea
Mr. Tronkin
Mr. H. May

(Teller)

Noes--19

Mr. Hearinan
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Lewis
Mr. Naider
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. Runclinan
Mr. Wild
Mr. Williams
Mr. O'Nel

(Teller)

Pairs

Noes
Mr. Hart
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. W. A. Manning
Dr. Heann
Mr. Burt

Amendmnt thus negatived.

Mr. GRAHAM: We have accepted an
amendment moved by the Minister for
Lands, which empowers the Minister for
Mines to grant authority to Asiatics or
African aliens to work on mine holdings.
I think members will agree that he who
grants a license should also have power
and authority to withdraw such approval.
I think the amendment I propose to move
will be acceptable to the Government, be-
cause it takes nothing from the Minister's
authority. If he feels the behaviour of a
particular worker, or a. group of workers to
whom he has granted an authority, is such
that the authority should be revoked, my
amendment will give him power to do that.
The amendment is not submitted frivol-
ously, but the Job is not complete unless
the Minister can operate both ways. 1
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recall other legislation where there is a
proviso along similar lines. I move an
amendment--

Add the following words to the
clause, as amended:-

and any such authority granted
may be revoked bay the Minister
at any time.

Mr. BOVELL: Sections 23 and 24 have
no such provision, and if the Minister can
grant authority, it is implied that he can
revoke it at any time.

Several members of the Opposition: No!
Mr. BOVELL: In that case, and just to

make sure, I will accept the amendment.
Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, with amendments, and the

report adopted.
Third Read ig

Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr'. Bovell (Minister for Lands), and re-
turned to the Council with amendments.

METROPOLITAN REGION
DEVELOPMENT

Swan River Foreshore Reclamation:
Council's Message

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had concurred in
the Assembly's resolution.

LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
BILL (No. 2)

Council's Message

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Assembly.

BILLS (2): RETURNED
1. Loan Bill, £22,850,000.
2. Appropriation Bill.

Bills returned from the Council
without amendment.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL
Council's Amendment

Amendment made by the Council now
considered.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr. I. W.

Manning) in the chair; Mr. Wild (Minis-
ter for Labour) in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment made
by the Council is as follows:-

Title.
Delete the words "sections eight

and nine" and substitute the words
"section eight".

Mr. WILD: For the edification of the
Committee, the title of the Bill when it
left this Chamber was-

An Act to amend sections eight and
nine and the First Schedule of the
Workers' Compensation Act, 1912-1961.

Clause 3, which sought to amend section
9, was not agreed to. The consequent
error in the title was discovered in another
place and an amendment was made. I
move-

That the amendment made by the
Council be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Report
Resolution reported, the report adopted,

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

CONSTITUTION ACTS AMEND-
MENT BILL (No. 2)

Second Reading
Debate resumed, from the 5th December,

on the following motion by Mr. Court
(Minister for Industrial Development):

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

MR. HAWKE (Northam-Leader of the
Opposition) [2.10 aim.]: Most of the con-
tents of this Bill are related to the changes
proposed to be made in the number of
Legislative Council provinces in the future.
As we all know, the present number of
provinces is 10, each returning three mem-
bers. Under the new proposal there will
be 15 provinces, each returning two
members. Naturally, a considerable amount
of organisation is necessary in the legal
sense to bring the proposed new system
into operation, and the necessary legal
machinery appears to be rather well set
down in the Bill which is before us.

There is also provision in this Bill for
dealing with vacancies which might occur
before the proposed elections for the Leg-
islative Council are first held under the
new system which is to be established.
The main proposal, in that direction, is
that members of both Houses of Parliament,
sitting together, should make the neces-
sary selection or election. There is a pro-
vision also that, when Parliament is not
in session, the Governor will make the
necessary selection or election. When the
Governor so acts, the selection which he
makes has to be confirmed by a majority
of members of both H-ouses sitting together
as soon as practicable after the miew
session of Parliament assembles.

As far as I have been able to study the
Bill, there does not seem to be any provi-
sion at aln which would make it obligatory
for members of both Houses, meeting to-
gether in the situation which I have men-
tioned, to give the selection to a member
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of the same political party as that to which
the member who retired or died belonged.
It seems to me this would be a very good
principle to include in legislation of this
kind, because surely the party to which
the member who has resigned or died,
should be the party to be given repre-
sentation to fill the vacancy in the event
of a vacancy having to be filled by a joint
meeting of both Houses, or in the event
of the House not being in session, by the
decision of the Governor-In-Council. It
seems no such amendment could be made
at this late stage of the session. However,
I think it is a principle which could be
given consideration between now and the
commencement of the next parliamentary
session, when I would hope an amendment
along this line would be brought forward
and accepted unanimously in both Houses.

I notice there is provision in the Bill for
lotteries to be held in certain situations.
At the present time we have, as I said.
three-member provinces. We are going to
have two-member provinces. Some situa-
tions may develop where three members of
an existing province will all want to
be members for a new province where only
two members will be required. The provi-
sion in this Bill to overcome that situation'if such a situation does arise, is for a lot-
tery to be held.

Maybe that is a fair and reasonable
method of dealing with a difficult situation.
It certainly has an Australian flavour, al-
though Australia is not the only country
in the world, by any means, in which lot-
teries are held. There is a character-and
I use that word with every respect-refer-
red to in the Bible-whose full name, was,
I think, Lottery, but they abbreviated the
name and called him Lot. I understand
his wife was turned into a pinnacle of salt.
I do not know the detailed history of Lot.

Mr. J. Hegney: She was turned Into a
pillar of salt.

Mr. HAWKE: Into a pillar of salt.
However, whether the fact that lotteries are
held in the world-and they have been held
for a great many years-developed from
the original Lot, or Lottery, as some people
say. I do not know. I have no objection
to this proposal but it is certainly rather
novel, although possibly not unique, In leg-
islation. I think there are probably upon
the Statute book of Western Australia one
or two Statutes in which a somewhat
similar provision is to be found.

The only other provision in the Bill
to which I wish to refer-and refer briefly
-has to do with the qualification of elec-
tors for Legislative Council elections in the
future. At the present time, as we know,
the franchise for the Legislative Council
is very restrictive, being based almost en-
tirely on property ownership or upon the
payment of a certain minimum amount of
rental for house property or other pro-
perty which is being rented by someone
from a landlord.

This Bill proposes to abolish all restric-
tions upon the franchise for the Legislative
Council and to bring the franchise for that
House into line with the existing franchise
for the Legislative Assembly, which will
bring it also into line with the existing
franchise for the Federal House of Repre-
sentatives and the Federal Senate. This is
indeed a very great reform in the political
history of Western Australia and one for
which members on this side of the House
-and the party they represent-have
struggled over a great many years--for at
least 50 years in Western Australia. There-
fore we naturally rejoice in the fact that
this reform for which a great and long
struggle has been put up is to become at
last a political and practical reality.

1 have great admiration for the efforts
which Mrs. Ruby Hutchison has waged
in favour of this reform, not only during
the years she has been a member of the
Legislative Council, but for many years
before she became a member of Parliament.
I have made reference to her wonderful
efforts in this matter in the columns of
The West Australian. However, I make
mention of them again because I wish to
have my remarks in regard to her efforts
recorded in the pages of Hansard. I
support the Bill.

MR. W. HEGNEY (Mt. Hawthorn) [2.19
a.m.]: I propose to support the Bill. I
am not going to go into any details in
regard to its contents, because members
realise it is a natural corollary to the
Electoral Districts Act which has already
been Passed in this Chamber. However, to
my mind, the legislation contained in both
Bills is of far-reaching importance. For
years people who were anxious to obtain
some requisite electoral reform have been
endeavouring to have a few reforms ef-
fected as far as the Constitution of the
State is concerned.

Even at the present time I happen to
have legislation on the notice paper which
provides for the House to express its
opinion in favour of adult franchise and
compulsory voting. Over the years we have
attempted to achieve this reform and the
legislation which has already been passed,
and the legislation now under discussion
will go far in the direction of removing
what have always been, to my mind, re-
strictive provisions which did not reflect
the outlook and opinions of the people
of Western Australia.

As a matter of fact, the provision in the
Constitution which required a person to be
30 years of age before he or she could sit
in the Legislative Council has been re-
moved: the position regarding one being
able to have one vote in each of the 10
provinces on polling day has been removed:
and the property qualification for voting
for the Legislative Council has also been
removed. I think it is long overdue. In
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connection with the notice I have on the
notice paper, I do not propose to proceed
with it if it is called on before the end
of the session, but I want to make com-
ments in regard to two aspects of the
alteration of the Constitution to which I
suggest the Government might give con-
sideration when it may feel disposed to
consider the suggestion which has been
submitted by the Leader of the Opposition.

Firstly, I refer to the matter of dead-
locks between the Houses. I consider the
Government might give some considera-
tion to the alteration of the Constitution
at the next session for the purpose of
overcoming deadlocks. I suggest that one
of the provisions which could be seriously
considered is that in connection with legis-
lation that is in operation in Great Britain.
It was first passed in 1911 and amended
in 1949; and now when there is a differ-
ence between the House of Lords and the
House of Commons, if the House of Com-
mons passes a Bill in two successive ses-
sions, provided one year lapses and the
House of Lords declines to accept the legis-
lation, then if the House of Commons
passes legislation at any period longer than
one month after the House going into
session, the legislation will automatically
become law.

I suggest something on that basis should
be considered by the Government, because
the present practice has long been
outmoded. Both Houses appoint three
managers, and unless there is unani-
mity of opinion, legislation can be lost.
I think a change should be made particu-
larly in view of the fact that the franchise
and set-up in regard to the election of
Legislative Council members is to be
altered. I consider there should be some
provision in the Constitution to provide for
deadlocks between the Houses.

Another point to which some considera-
ion should now be given by the Govern-
ment is the matter of a double dissolution.
Up to now, the Constitution has prevented
the Legislative Assembly being able to
effect a double dissolution should there be
any necessity to do so. I do not suppose it
would happen very often, but under the
Commonwealth Constitution there is pro-
vision for a double dissolution. Since we
in Western Australia now propose to have
what I suggest is a far more democratic
Chamber in the Legislative Council than
it has been up to date, I an', of the opinion
that it is necessary that some provision
be made for a double dissolution of both
Houses, because both Houses will be elected
by the same people and on the same basis
-compulsory voting and adult franchise.

Mr. floss Hutchinson: What do you think
about its abolition?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: If the Minister for
Health wants my personal opinion I will
give it to him. The platform of the Labor
Party is adult franchise with a view to the
abolition of the Legislative Council. My

view is that one chamber is enough. The
City of Perth has one chamber and so
has New South Wales.

Mr. J. Hegney: so has Queensland.
Mr. W. HEONEY: So far as the English

Parliament is concerned I suggest that the
House of Lords has long been super-
numerary. So far as Queensland is con-
cerned it may interest the Minister for
Health to know that that State had a
nominee Chamber under the Theodore-
Ryan Government. A few years later the
people voted at a referendum for its aboli-
tion and a Labor Government introduced
the necessary legislation. It had sufficient
nominees to carry the legislation. It is
significant that the Moore Government
from 1929 to 1932 did not re-establish the
Legislative Council, and neither has the
Nicklin Government since it has been in
office. Does that suit the Minister?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You made your
point.

MR. COURT (Nedlands-Minister for
Industrial Development) L2.26 aim.]: There
are one or two points upon which I feel
I should comment. Possibly the most
important of all the points is the one
raised by the Leader of the Opposition
regarding the political party affiliation of
the Person to fill a casual vacancy. it
is the Government's understanding of the
situation that the same usage and custom
would apply in respect of any casual
vacancy that might have to be filled in
these special circumstances as applies in
relation to the Senate. In other words, it
shall be a person of the same political
affiliation as the person who has either
died, or for some other reason has vacated
the seat.

If I remember correctly, the constitu-
tional provisions in respect of a Senate
casual vacancy do not specify that it
should be a person of the same political
affiliation as the deceased member, or the
member who has retired from the seat.
There is no requirement that the replace-
ment will be someone of the same political
party. The position in our own State is
governed by our Standing Orders for
which there is a joint Standing Order
under the Joint Standing Rules and Orders
of the Legislative Council and the Legis-
lative Assembly; and the heading is,
"Election of a Senator to the Federal Par-
liament," (page 113).

I think that has established a fairly
clear pattern as to how this matter would
be handled. I do not think it would be
practicable or desirable to write the pro-
vision about party affiliation into the legis-
lation. The important thing is to have a
clear-cut understanding. The Leader of the
Opposition has recorded his party's views
in the matter and I am now recording the
views of the Government In respect of this
matter. It is significant this will only
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happen, if at all, once, because once the
new machinery is in motion, the casual
vacancies problem will not arise.

I think I would be remiss if I did not
express some appreciation to those respon-
sible for the drafting of this legislation.
It was a tricky piece of legislation, as the
Minister for Justice found when he had to
come to grips with it; and those who
drafted it have been to extreme limits to
ensure there would be fairness in the pro-
visions and that they would be acceptable
to both sides of Parliament, which was
very important.

The Leader of the Opposition referred to
the fact that his Party has been keen to
see adult franchise for the Legislative
Council. It may be the Western Australian
Parliament has moved rather slowly to
this point; but I think it is characteristic
of our way of achieving these reforms , by
evolution rather than by revolution, and
we are better off for it.

The final point was raised by the mem-
ber for Mt. Hawthorn. He has had all the
points in his motion covered by this legis-
lation with the exception of the point in
regard to the deciding of disputes between
the two Houses.

The Government win, of course, when
it prepares the third Bill that has to come
down and be introduced next session to
cover a lot of the machinery provisions.
have a look at this Problem because it is
something that has to be kept under re-
view. I want to make it quite clear that
any suggestion will not necessarily be in-
corporated in legislation. I think it might
be wise to allow the present machinery to
work so we can have experience in the
system of electing a Legislative Council
with 15 provinces instead of 10 before
making a change.

I think, also, there is a big difference
between the situation that exists between
the Legislative Council and the Legislative
Assembly, and that which exists between
the House of Commons and the House of
Lords. The House of Lords is constituted
in an entirely different way from our
Legislative Council, which will now be on
adult franchise.

We would have to move very carefully
before we departed from a system which,
with all its faults, has worked reasonably
well for a long period of years.

Question put.

THE SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): We will
require a constitutional majority. I have
counted the House, and I am satisfied that
the question has been carried by a con-
stitutional majority.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

in Committee. etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
MR. COURT (Nedlands--Minister for

Industrial Development) [2.34 a.m.]: I
move-

That the Hill be now read a third
time.

Question put.
THE SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): To be

carried, this motion also requires a con-
stitutional majority. I have counted the
House. and I declare the motion carried
by a constitutional majority.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a third time and passed.

ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading-Defeated
Debate resumed, from the 29th Novem-

ber, on the following motion by Mr.
Graham:-

That this Bill be now read a second
time.

MR. COURT (Nedlands--Minister for
Industrial Development) (2.36 am.]: This
Bill, which was introduced by the member
for Balcatta, sought to achieve some
amendments to the Electoral Act.

Mr. Graham: Please don't speak in the
past tense!

Mr. COURT: The Government has given
careful consideration to the points raised
by the honourable member. However, we
do niot propose to support this measure
which, I am sure, is no surprise to the
honourable member.

The facts are that it is necessary to
introduce, at the next session-in accord-
ance with the undertaking given, and to
complete the legislation in connection with
the reconstitution of the Legislative
Council-some extensive amendments to
the Electoral Act. All I can undertake,
without any commitment, is that con-
sideration will be given to the honourable
member's proposals whilst this legislation
is being drafted. I should indicate that
on present thinking we favour a retention
of the present qualifying periods.

Mr. Graham: Surely not!
Mr. COURT: However, the matter will

be given careful consideration, if necessary,
in the redrafting of the legislation. I
think the honourable member would agree
that it would be rather foolish for us to
change the legislation at this stage-
especially at this late stage of the sitting-
when it is known that an amending Bill
will be brought forward in the 1964 session.
I oppose the second reading.
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MR. GRAHAM (Baleatta) (2.38 a.m.]:
Needless to state, I am a little disappointed
at the attitude of the Government, and
particularly at the remarks of the Minis-
ter, who suggested that the inclination of
the Government is to be opposed to the
proposition even when considering general
amendments to the Electoral Act. I want
to say that the Premier was good enough
to have a talk with me on quite a friendly
basis, and he explained the Government's
intention to review the Electoral Act under
a number of headings which, I feel, is
necessary.

I want to emphasise that unless there are
the most compelling reasons, the Govern-
ment should do everything possible to en-
sure that the State Electoral Act conforms
with the Commonwealth Act. It is ridi-
culous and confusing, as I have said be-
fore, if the provisions are different, I
quoted the member for Nedlands, who was
Sir Norbert K~eenan, when he ridiculed
the idea that Governments had moved
workers and other people to areas for the
purpose of stuffing rolls. He said this was
something which was talked about but
nothing to his knowledge had ever been
done. Whatever might have been possible
in bygone days, with the additional number
of people enrolled in the various elector-
ates, the impact would be far less than
would have been the case in the early days.

As people are involved In these differ-
ences, it would serve no purpose except
to exasperate electors who have been some-
what caustic of Parliaments and parlia-
mentary representatives and the machin-
ery which is used for the elections. Surely
that indicates it is desirable to simplify
the machinery as soon as possible!

So I now indicate that it is not my in-
tention to force a division on this Bill.
I will conclude on a note of appeal to the
Government to give serious consideration
not only to the principle embodied in the
Bill, but to ali matters where there is some
difference between the provisions of our
Act and the corresponding Common-
wealth legislation, to make them run paral-
lel as far as possible.

Mr. Jamieson: We don't want their pos-
tal vote divisions.

Mr. GRAHAM Unless there are the most
compelling reasons; otherwise, they should
run in parallel fashion. Might I take
advantage of the opportunity of re-
emphasising the point I made when intro-
ducing the Bill: that the Government
should give serious thought to employing
the Commonwealth agency in the matter of
enrolments, so that a person hereafter will
fill in one enrolment card, and that will
satisfy all the compulsory requirements
in the matter of a person having his name
in the records entitling him to vote for
parliamentary elections, whether Common-
wealth or State, and whether for one
House or another. So I will reserve my

final judgment on the attitude of the
Government until such time as the legisla-
tion which has been foreshadowed is pre-
sented to this Parliament.

Question put and negatived.

Bill defeated.

ZONING OF WESTERN
AUSTRALIA

Extension of Concessions to 30th
Parallel: Motion

Debate resumed, from the 25th Septem-
ber, on the following motion by Mr. Burt:-

That, because of the changes in the
economic environment of the more re-
mote areas of Western Australia since
the war, which have completely nulli-
fied the use of the 26th parallel of
latitude as a means of dividing the
State into sections known, for Federal
taxation purposes, as Zone A and Zone
B, the House requests the Grovernmejit
to give urgent consideration to the fol-
lowing measures:-

(a) To extend that section known
as Zone A to include all that
portion of this State which
lies outside the South-West
Land Division north of Lati-
tude 30 degrees 30 minutes,
and thus bring to the people
living in this section the many
concessions and allowances
enjoyed under State legisla-
tion by the people who now
reside north of the 26th
parallel; and

(b) to request the Federal Gov-
ernment to extend Zone A
similarly in respect of income
tax deductions and other con-
cessions granted under Fed-
eral legislation.

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Premier)
[2.42 am.]: I will be very brief in this
matter. I have discussed with the mover
of the motion the proposed amendment
which I have had on the notice paper for
a few days. He was quite happy with the
objective that we had in mind. Following
the motion being moved, I had the pro-
posals that were put up by the member for
Murchison examined. To achieve what he
was setting out to achieve would require
a great deal of thought. More anomalies
than exist at present could be created.
There are a number of industrial agree-
ments and awards that have been fixed
for certain areas; and they were referred
to by the honourable member. There
are different rates existing in the several
zones comprising the area north of the
26th parallel, and uniformity even in this
area alone would be difficult to achieve or
perhaps even justify.
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Regarding air freight concession for the
carriage and transport of perishable food-
stuffs, to endeavour to extend these con-
cessions south of the 26th parallel-par-
ticuilarly to the defined area suggested by
the member for Murchison-would create
a number of difficulties. In the ease of
concessions provided for school children
living away from home, it might well be
argued that the rate applicable to residents
north of the 26th parallel should be ex-
tended to the Murchison; but perhaps
there is an equal case for extension to areas
even further south. One finds it very
difficult to know where to draw the line.

I want to assure the House that the
Government is sympathetic to the case
that was put up by the member for Murf-
chison; but it would seem to me that if
we are to be in a position to readily assess
the case, we should have some examina-
tion made by competent people. There-
fore I propose that a committee be ap-
pointed, composed of a representative of
the Treasury-that is, the Under-Treas-
urer or his deputy-the Public Service
Commissioner, or his representative; and
a representative from the Labour Depart-
ment. These three men will certainly be
able to appreciate the problems outlined
by the member for Murchison.

The Public Service Commissioner, of
course, has the jurisdiction and the respon-
sibility of the conditions of the employees
in the Public Service: the Department of
Labour would be able to deal with all the
ether people who would be employed by the
Government, and it would know something
of their conditions of work and any con-
cessions which were allowed, and district
allowances provided; and, of course, the
Under-Treasurer, having the problem of
financing some of these concessions, would
be a member of the committee.

Ame-ndment to Motion
So, to this end, I move-

That the motion be amended by de-
leting paragraphs (a) and (b) and
substituting the followig:-

(a) To review existing concessions
and allowances enjoyed un-
der State legislation by people
who now reside north of the
26th parallel with a view to
extension where justified, to
other remote areas of the
State including those areas
referred to by the Hon. Mem-
ber for Murchison in his
motion.

(b) To request the Federal Gov-
ermnent, in the light of con-
clusions reached following the
review referred to in (a), to
extend the income tax deduc-
tions and other concessions at
present granted to residents
in Zone A under Federal legis-
lation, to residents of other
remote areas.

MR. IIAWKE (Northam-Leader of the
Opposition) [2.48 a.rniJ: As the member
who seconded the motion when it was first
moved by the member for Murchison, I
wish to indicate that I have no objection
to the Proposals outlined by the Premier
in his motion,

Amendment put and passed.
Question (motion, as amended) pat and

passed.

MINING ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Council's Message

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Assembly.

CONSTITUTION AND ELECTORAL
ACTS

Amending Legislation: Motion-Order
Discharged

Debate resumed from the 25th Septem-
ber, on the following motion moved by Mr.
W. Hegney:

That in order to extend the principle
of democratic government in this State
and to remove from the Statute book
injustices and anomalies, this House is
of the opinion that relevant sections
of the Constitution and Electoral Acts
should be amended to provide-

(1) adult suffrage for the Legis-
lative Council and thus
abolish the gross injustice
imposed upon large numbers
of citizens, especially women.
of having no vote in the elec-
tion of representatives to the
Legislative Council;

(2) repeal of the right of enrol-
ment to any person in more
than one Legislative Council
province;

(3) removal of the power of the
Legislative Council to veto
legislation passed by the
Legislative Assembly and the
introduction of reasonable
Provisions to overcome dead-
locks between the two Houses,
similar to those operating
between the House of Com-
mons and House of Lords in
Britain.

MR. W. HEONEY (Mt. Hawthorn) r2.50
a.m.1: As I indicated when I spoke to the
Constitution Act Amendment Bill, r do not
propose to proceed with this motion. I will
satisfy myself by saying it is pleasing to
note that so far as paragraphs (1) and
(2) are concerned-those are the two deal-
ing with adult franchise and the repeal of
the right of enrolment for any person in
more than one Legislative Council Prov-
ince--the Government has apparently read
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the speech I made when I Introduced
the motion, and to this extent I am pleased
it has agreed to introduce the provisions
as set out in my motion.

As to paragraph (3), relating to the re-
moval of the Legislative Council's power to
veto legislation passed by the Legislative
Assembly, it would appear that the Gov-
ernment, between now and next session,
will give some consideration to this pro-
vision. If it is considered to be correct
procedure, I move-

That Order of the Day No. 9 be
discharged from the notice paper.

Motion put and Passed.
Order discharged.

FIRE BRIGADES ACT
Amendment of Regulation 124:

Motion-Ruled Out
Order of the Day read for the resump-

tion of the debate from the 9th October,
on the following motion by Mr. Fletcher:-

SThat the regulations made under
the Fire Brigades Act, 1942-1959, as
published in the Gorverniment Gazette
on the 29th March, 1961, be amended
as follows:-

Regulation 124-Uniforms-In-
sert after the words, "undress
jacket" in lines 1 and 2, the words,
"naval-type Burberry overcoat."

Speaker's Ruling
The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): This

motion is out of order as it is in conflict
with the Interpretation Act.

Motion thus ruled out.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
Discharge from Notice Paper

The following Orders of the Day were
discharged from the notice paper, on
motion by Mr. Brand (Premier):

1. Totalisator Agency Hoard Betting
Act Amendment Bill (No. 2).

2. Physically Handicapped Children's
Welfare Trust Bill.

APPOINTMENT OF A
PARLIAMENTARY COMMISSIONER

Introduction of Legislation: Motion-
Defeated

Debate resumed from the 9th October,
on the following motion by Mr. Tonkin
(Deputy Leader of the Opposition):-

In the opinion of this House the
appointment of a Parliamentary Com-
missioner (Ombudsman) is highly de-
sirable and it is recommended to the
Government that the necessary legis-
lation be introduced this session so
that the provision may be made.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition [3.53 am.]: I think I
should say a few words in reply. I was
somewhat amazed at the contribution to

the debate made by the member for
Subiaco, because I followed closely the
report of what he said at a conference,
at which there was a gathering of learned
lawyers and judges, and I also read what
others had said on the matter. I read
a statement by Mr. Burt, S.C., who said
the need for an Ombudsman was obvious.
I think it is obvious; and whilst the motion
was no more than an indication of opinion
-could be no more than an indication-
on the desirability of the appointment of
an ombudsman, nevertheless, I felt it would
be a good thing for Parliament to declare
that it believes an ombudsman should be
appointed.

Having read a good deal on this subject,
and having read what has happened in
countries overseas and in Australia, I have
little doubt that an ombudsman will, one
day, be appointed in Western Australia.
The argument, "It is a good thing, but not
Yet", which the member for' Subiaco
advanced, is an old one; it is a case of
5s. each way. If it is a desirable innova-
tion, it is desirable now and not next year,
or the year after. If it is not worth-while,
and there is no value in it, there is no
advantage in making the appointment
some Years hence. The fact that such an
appointment has stood the test of time in
Scandinavian countries, and during the
first Year of its operation in New Zealand,
resulted in a pretty satisfactory report is
I think, sufficient recommendation for us
in Western Australia.

Fart of the motion, of course, is that
the appointment be made this session.
Obviously, that could not be carried out.
but I consider the idea behind this proposal
is something in which Parliament might
well affirm that it believes In. If it did:
that would assist in the establishment of
such an office at some future time. I
assert this: Whether Parliament Passes the
motion now or not, or gives an expression
of opinion, if and when a Labor Govern-
ment comes into office in Western Austra-
lia. an ombudsman will be appointed.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes-id
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.'
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Bickerton
Davies
Fqetcher
Graham
Hlawke
W. Hegney
Jamieson
Kelly

Mr. Bovell
Mr. Brand
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Dunn
Mr. Gayfer
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Guthrie

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Noes- 18

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.-
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

11. 0. May
Moir
Oldfltld
Rhatigan
liowberry
Toms
Tonkin
Heal

(Teller )

Hutchinson
Lewis
W. A. Manning
Nalder
Niano
itunelman
Wild
O'Nilm
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Ayes
Mr. Curran
Mr. Evans
Mr. flall
Mr. Brady
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Norton
Mr. H. May

Pairs
Noes

Mr. Hart
Mr. O'Connur
Mr. 1. W, Manning
Dr, Henn
Mr. Burt
Mr. Oromnadfln

Majority against-2.
Question thus negatived.
Motion defeated.

ELECTRICITY AND GAS SUPPLIES
Uniformity o1 Charges: Motion-

Defeated
Debate resumed, from the 11th Septem-

ber, on the following motion by Mr. Hall:-
That in the opinion of this House,

the Government should investigate
fully the rates charged respectively in
the metropolitan area and country
districts by the State Electricity Comn-
mission for electricity and gas supplies,
with a view to ascertaining whether
and in what manner, v. greater degree
of uniformity, or complete uniformity
of charges can be achieved.

MR. NALDER (Katanning-Minister for
Electricity) [3.00 a.mn.]: I do not think
it is necessary for this motion to be car-
ried.

Mr. Toms: 'Why?
Mr. NALDER: I shall give the reason.

Decentralisation of industry is being
encouraged by the Government in so much
ts an assured supply of electricity is being
made available to more and more country
consumers; at as low a rate as possible.

Industrial consumers have uniformity of
rates and may establish themselves where-
ever the State Electricity Commission
scheme extends. They pay the same rate
as industry in the metropolitan area. As
different rate schedules apply, the fact
of uniformity may not always be at first
apparent. it is hoped eventually to alter
the tariff tables in the metropolitan area
to those at present operating in the coun-
try. This change can only be carried out
gradually and preferably when tariff re-
ductions are made.

Tariff reductions result from greater
efficiency and increased sales. This is
nullified to a certain extent by rising costs
of fuel and wages. Because of this , the
simplification and amalgamation of metro-
politan with country tariffs. may take some-
years to complete.

I am aware that the domestic consumer.
in country areas does pay more than the
metropolitan domestic consumer for his
electricity. But the discrepancy between
metropolitan and country rates is being
reduced from time to time until the posi-
tion of complete uniformity for the
domestic consumer throughout the State
Electricity Commission scheme will be
reached.

In the recent new schedule of rates,
country consumers benefited to the extent
of a reduction of 24s. pyer year whilst
metropolitan consumers received only 20s.
per year. It is estimated that the metro-
politan consumer now subsidises the con-
sumer in the country to an amount of £10
per aninum.

Some of the profits made In the metro-
politan area must go towards subsidising
the country consumers instead of being
returned in the form of further reductions.

Even so, domestic consumers in the coun-
try participated in the recent reductions
to a greater extent than the metropolitan-
consumers.

For those reasons it is unnecessary and
undesirable to agree to this motion, be-
cause much time of the officers of the State
Electricity Commission would be taken up
by such an inquiry. I do not want to go
into a lot of detail. I think I have said
sufficient to let the H-ouse know that as
soon as it is possible to do so, the charges
of domestic users will be brought as near
to parity as possible.

It would take a considerable amount of'
time to go into all the details required
by an inquiry, and to bring forward a
report, which would be of no value except
to delay further the time when the coun-
try and metropolitan charges for domestic
use would be brought closer to parity. For
those reasons I have to vote against the
motion.

Question put and negatived.
Motion defeated.

TOWN PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT ACT

Disallowance of Regulations: Motion-
Order Discharged

Debate resumed, from the 11th Septem-
ber. on the following motion by Mr. D. G.
May:-

That the regulations made under
the Town Planning and Development
Act, 1928-1962, as published in the
Government Gazette of Tuesday, the
6th August, 1963, and laid upon the
Table of the House on the 13th
August, 1963, be, and are hereby dis-
allowed.

MR. D. G. MAY (Canning) (3.6 am.]:
The motion appearing in my name on the
notice paper was submitted to the House,
because the Town Planning regulations
which were published in the Government
Gazette on the 6th August, 1963, were ob-
jected to.

Several of the shire councils were rather
perturbed and sought to have them dis-
allowed in this H-ouse. They formed a
committee comprising members of the
Local Government Association with a
view to investigating the position. That
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committee met, and from their delibera-
tions it was decided that they should
oppose 17 regulations.

They brought the matter to the notice
of the Minister who agreed to meet the
deputation. The Minister has agreed that
the conditions put forward by this com-
mittee are acceptable. In view of the
Minister's undertaking to look into this
matter, and as the Local Government As-
sociation is quite satisfied with the ar-
rangement, I have no alternative but to
move-

That Order of the Day No. 15 be
discharged from the Notice Paper.

Motion put and passed.
Order discharged.

-TOTALJISATOR AGENCY BOARD
BETTING ACT AMENDMENT

BILL (No. 3)
Second Reading-Defeated

Debate resumed, from the 16th October,
no the following motion by Mr. Tonkin
(Deputy Leader of the Opposition):

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

MR. CRAIG (Toodyay-Minister for
Police) [3.8 am.]: This Bill seeks to
amend the Totalisator Agency Board Bet-
ting Act by amending section 56, and in-
serting a new provision as follows:-

The Auditor General or such officers
of his staff as he from time to time
directs may at such times as he thinks
fit examine the books and accounts of
the Board and report thereon to the
Minister.

As members are aware the board has its
own auditors, McLaren and Stewart, of
whom possibly the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition has not a very high opinion.

Mr. Tonkin: What justification have you
for saying that?

Mr. CRAIG: He is suggesting that the
Auditor-General should be responsible for
the audit of the accounts of the T.A.B.
During the course of his rather long intro-
duction of the Bill I listened patiently, but
not once did I hear any reference to in-
accuracies that were revealed in the audit
of the balance sheets and financial accounts
of the board which had been tabled a few
weeks previously.

I cannot help but feel there is some sub-
terfuge-possibly that is the wrong word
to use-or there is another purpose behind
the Bill other than the certification of the
correctness of the accounts for which the
honourable member is seeking to appoint
the Auditor-General as the auditor.

Practically the whole of his introduction
dealt with credit betting. We know from
our own experience, after listening to him
at various times during the session, the
views of the honourable member on that

fuction of the T.AB. It is not for me to
debate at length on this Point, other than
to say that the honourable member has re-
ferred to this matter on various occasions
in Previous sessions as well as in this
session.

At the conclusion of the last session I
took particular note of every point of ob-
jection that he made. I referred those to
the Crown Law Department, because I
could see no purpose at all in allowing the
Act to stand as it was, if the T.A.B. was
in any way infringing the Act.

If the Crown Law Department had felt
that an amendment to the Act was neces-
sary I would not have hesitated to intro-
duce an amending Hill on whatever lines
were suggested. In its wisdom the Crown
Law Department considered no such
amendment was necessary, as the T.A.B.
was being conducted according to the law.
That opinion was also shared by the legal
officers of the board, and by the legal
officers of the agents themselves. What else
could I do? I took every possible opportun-
ity to follow the lines of objection raised
by the honourable member.

As I was advised that no action was nec-
essary I was not in a Position to intro-
duce an amendment to the legislation. By
way of interjection. I suggested recently to
the honourable member that if he still felt
aggrieved he could Possibly introduce an
amending Bill on his own. If there was any
merit in it I assured him it would re-
ceive support. There is no purpose in the
T.AB., the Government. or myself, coun-
tenancing any infringment of the law.

The legal officers of the Government as-
sured me that no such infringement was
taking place. The honourable member
suggests In the Bill that the Auditor-Gen-
eral should carry out the audit of the ac-
counts of the board. I do not know whe-
ther he thought the Auditor-General
would support his contention that the
T.AB, was infringing the law.

The honourable member has left no stone
unturned in pushing his point forward, not
only in this House but also by correspon-
dence. I have the distinction or honour
of having been asked by him on four
occasions to resign. In one way I think
that is rather complimentary.

The honourable member said that in
Victoria such an arrangement for the
audit of the board's accounts exists.
But according to my information the Vic-
torian T.AB. already employs a private
firm of auditors.' May I quote from the
honourable member's introductory speech
to his Bill as follows:-

When I urged previously that the
Auditor-General should be allowed to
look at these accounts the impatient
Minister for Police said the Auditor-
General did not audit the accounts in
other places where totalisators had
been established. Of course, what the
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Minister did not know was that under
the Totalisator Act in Victoria the
Government appoints inspectors, and
they do the work which the Auditor-
General and his offiers would do in
this State.

I quote-
I refer to the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion-

from the Victorian Racing Act of 1958.
Section 113 states--

The Governor in Council may
appoint inspectors who shall at all
times during a race-meeting at
which a totalisator is used have
the right of entry without charge
to the race-course at which such
race-meeting is being held.

That also applies to off-course total-
isators. To continue-

Any inspector-
(a) may at any time enter for

the purpose of inspection
any building containing a
totalisator;

and so on. We have the same arrange-
ment here under our own Act, and section
36 of the Western Australian Totalisator
Agency Board Betting Act states-

(1) Members of the Board, the person
occupying the office of Commis-
sioner of Stamps under the Stamp
Act, 1921, and persons authorised
by the Board, the Commissioner
or the Minister have at all times
access, without charge, to and
authority to inspect race courses,
totalisators, totalisator agencies
and other such premises of the
Board,..

and so on. The person first referred to
in subsection (1) is the Commissioner of
Stamps who, as we all know. is the Under-
Treasurer. The Under-Treasurer, if
thought necessary, can be given the widest
powers possible. Section 57 (1) (b) of the
Act states--

The Board may, with the approval
of the Governor, make regulations for
giving effect to the operation of this
Act and without affecting the gen-
erality of the foregoing may by the
regulations define the functions and
Powers of the Board additional to
those expressly mentioned in this Act
and the powers of the members, the
Commissioner of Stamps, and persons
authorised under section thirty-six of
this Act.

At the present time a representative of
the Commissioner of Stamps checks the
operations of the totalisator pools con-
ducted by the board, transmissions to the
on-course totalisator, and agency opera-
tions. There is no objection to his Powers
being greatly increased if thought neces-
sary.

I think the operations of the board are
covered rather adequately by our own
Commissioner of Stamps exactly on the
same lines as in Victoria, as said by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition. There-
fore I have n1o alterinative but to oppo-,se
tb-c Bill introduced by the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [3.18 amr.]: One ought
to, despite the hour, take the full time
available to reply to the minister.

Mr. Craig: I made mine short.
Mr. TONKIN: The Minister might have,

but the situation is a moat remarkable
one. The Plain Proposition is that the
Auditor-General shall be given the per-
mission,' whenever he thinks fit, to exam-
ine the accounts of the Totalisator Agency
Board-that is all-and the Government is
not prepared to agree to it. It does not
impose any extra burden on anybody. Only
people who are scared of such a thing
would oppose it. The Minister's attempt to
show that the arrangement here is similar
to the arrangement in Victoria is pitiful.

Mr. Craig:, Why do they have private
auditors?

Mr. TONKI:N: My motion would not
prevent the board from paying for a
private auditor if it wanted to do so in
addition. It does not charge the Auditor-
General with full responsibility of auditing
the accounts. It only authorises, him to do
what he is not allowed to do now; it only
gives him the authority to do anything he
might feel it is desirable to do; but the
Government says "No, don't let the Audi-
tor-General have a look.'

To try to draw a parallel between the
board appointing its own inspectors and
the arrangement in Victoria where the in-
spectors are appointed on behalf of the
Government is ludicrous.

Mr. Craig: They are appointed here by
the Government.

Mr, TONKIN: The inspectors who oper-
ate here are appointed by the board.

Mr. Craig: And also by the Commis-
sioner of Stamps.

Mr. TONKIN: The Commissioner of
Stamps' power is limited.

Mr. Craig:, Oh no!

Mr. TONKIN: Oh yes! The Attorney-
General of Victoria had the assistance of
the Auditor-General of Victoria when com-
plaints were made which resulted in the
prosecution which was launched in Vic-
toria a few weeks ago. The Government
there did not hesitate to call in the
Auditor-General. But this Government
will have none of it: and to talk about
the Crown Law advice on the legality of
credit betting-that is the laugh of the
season. I was in the court and I heard
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the Crown assert that the draftsman had
made a mistake; that Instead of prevent-
ing credit betting he made it possible for it
to be done. He could only have been re-
ferring to the draftsman in Victoria, be-
cause the Premier here has admitted that
the Western Australian law is practically
word for word the Victorian law on this
question.

The judge in the court in Victoria did
not think that betting without a credit
account was legal, and the accused man
charged-the manager of the T.A.B.-was
found guilty on all counts for allowing
persons to bet without sufficient credit.
How on earth can it be legal in Western
Australia and illegal in Victoria? To de-
fend a situation like that is just too silly.
When I asked the Minister to indicate the
scope of the audit carried out by McLaren
and Stewart he refused to say what It
was. What could be the possible reason
for such refusal?

Mr. Craig: Because it was a normal pro-
cedure of auditing.

Mr. TONKIN: It was not a usual pro-
cedure at all: it was a limited audit. Does
the Minister say it is a complete audit?
Of course he does not.

Mr. Craig: Sufficient to satisfy them-
selves their accounts are correct.

Mr. TONKIN: Satisfy the board.
Mr. Craig: That is a reflection on the

auditors.
Mr. TONKIN: It is no reflection on the

auditors. What the Minister said about the
auditors was completely unjustified.

Mr, Craig: Read your Hansard! You
classed them as office boys.

Mr. TONKIN: They are a very reputable
firm of auditors and a very efficient firm,
but they can only carry out the audit
within the scope of the audit paid for:
and that is my complaint in connection
with this matter. Just imagine the Minis-
ter refusing to indicate the scope of it:
and then, on the face of that refusal, say-
ing he will not have the Auditor-General
given sufficient power to have a look if he
thinks he ought to! The amendment does
not instruct the Auditor-General to audit
the accounts: it only clothes him with the
authority to do it if he thinks it is desirable
to do so. But the Government opposes It.

if the Minister does not know he is not
obeying the law and completely disregards
the decision in the Victorian court, I would
like to know what is necessary to Prove
a point in this connection. Does com-
pliance with the law depend on a question
of geography? If the Statute says a certain
thing and one lives in Victoria and one
allows credit betting without a proper
credit account then It Is an offence, but
if one does the same thing in Western
Australia under the same Statute It is
not an offence. That would not make sense
in a kindergarten. Of course, the Premier

has to take as much responsibility for this
as the Minister. He has heard me say
this before.

,Mr. Brand: I have confidence in the
Minister.

Mr. TONKIN: I hope it continues, be-
cause I do not propose to let the matter
rest here. I have said before that it is my
intention when I am free to set the case
out, to place the facts before His Excel-
lency the Governor-and I shall place the
facts. British law lays it down that if
there is a doubt about the law the obliga-
tion Is on the Government to get the law
determined with a view to obedience of
the law, not to evade it: and at least it
may be said there is some doubt about this,
having regard to the position in Victoria.
One wonders what is the difference be-
tween the Attorney-General in Victoria
who did not hesitate to order the fullest
inquiry, and the Minister here in Western
Australia who goes to any possible length
to prevent any inquiry.

Why, if the Minister read the depositions
of the Burden case he would see that the
law is being broken left and right with re-
gard to credit betting. The Premier has
admitted here it was the Government's
intention when the Act was passed that
there should be no credit betting. And yet
he must know that it is being carried on
excessively. I made mention previously of
one case where one person alone has
wagered at least £40,000 on the telephone
by credit betting without a deposit account
of any kind; and he has done it with five
or more agents.

Yet the Minister said he has been ad-
vised there is no breach of the law. He
must have some good advisers! A law
designed to say one cannot bet on credit
means only one thing-one cannot bet on
credit unless one has paid in his money
beforehand. The Government intended
that, so the Premier admitted; yet a
simple inquiry will show that practically
every agent is betting with bettors by tele-
phone, and the bettors are paying for their
wagers some days subsequently, and in some
cases they are not paying at all. How,
under those circumstances, the Minister
can sit there and say there is no breach
of the law just passes my comprehension!

So I propose to set a case out showing
what the law is, with the evidence given
in the court by employees of the T.A.B.,
including the chairman himself; quote the
result in Victoria: and ask the Governor
to ensure that Her Majesty is not being
placed in a position of not obeying the law;
and that is the situation if the Minister
does not obey the law.

The Minister suggested that it was for
me to attempt to amend the T.A.B. Act.
It is his job. If there is a provision in
the law which is against the T.A.B. doing
what it wants to do, then it is his respon-
sibility to ask Parliament to make the
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alteration, not mine. I cannot even get
Parliament to agree to let the Auditor-
General have a look at the accounts. That
is the proposition the Government is
opposed to-nothing else. The Auditor-
General is the officer of Parliament. He
examines the accounts of all other State
instrumentalities and he reports to Parlia-
m-ent. But in connection with this one,
with a, turnover of millions, he is not
allowed to have a look at the accounts and
make any report to Parliament.

The only conclusion to which anyone ctn
come is that the Government is afraid of
such an investigation. I would contrast
its attitude with that of the Government
of Victoria, which did not hesitate with all
expedition to ask for the fullest inquiry
in connection with the matters which had
been brought under its notice, matters
which, compared with those operating in
Western Australia, were quite trivial. But
trivial as they appear to be, nevertheless
the man responsible was charged and the
court found that whilst there was no at-
tempt on the part of the person concerned
to defraud the T.A.B., or to get any per-
sonal gain, at the same time his offence
was that he had not obeyed the law; and
so he was found guilty on the charges laid,
just as the agents here, if they were
prosecuted in a Western Australian court,
would be found guilty in the same way,
without the slightest doubt.

But, of course, that does not suit the
book of the Government. It is prepared
to let this go on for the simple reason
that a big proportion of the turnover of
the T.A.B. is coming from illegal betting.
and if it were stopped the turnover would
substantially fall. So even though itimeans
straightout disobedience of the law the
Government is prepared to condone it,
and the Minister is recreant to his trust
and his oath in allowing it to go an in the
way that he is.

I would be failing in my duty if I did not
take every possible step open to me to see
that the laws in this country are obeyed.
What concerns me greatly is that I
read almost daily of persons being pun-
ished in the courts for quite small offences,
but offences against the law, nevertheless;
whereas, in this case, with the T.A.B.,
the fellows -responsible carry on with im-
punity. it cannot be Justified on any
ground whatever.

If there were no substance in my charge
that this credit betting is illegal the situa-
tion would be entirely different; but I can
produce the evidence from a number of
sources to prove it. There is the state-
ment of our own judge in the Western
Australian Court, who said that the West-
ern Australian law was intended to prevent
credit betting and should be obeyed in the
letter and the spirit. When I drew the
Minister's attention to that, I got a reply

that that statement was made during a
discussion; whereas it was actually part
oi the learned judge's judgment.

Well, so long as the Government is de-
termined not to obey the law, just so long
will I be determined to take all possible
steps to make it. We have reached the
end of the session without the Minister
answering questions which three months
ago he promised to answer. Well, I will
put them on the notice paper for the first
day when the nest session opens. It is to
be hoped that after some nine or 10 months
the police will have carried out the in-
quiries they are supposed to be making.
One would think this is such an
ivolved case that it would take months

to unravel: whereas anybody knowing any-
thing about it knows very well it is one
of the simplest cases, and the questions
could be quite easily answered.

But, of course, the Minister and the
T.A.B. would become further involved if
the answers were given, and so they are
sparring for time. I hope that the good
sense of members will be such as to cause
them to decide that the Auditor-General
ought to be put in the position of having
a look at these accounts if he thinks it is
desirable, accounts which cover an ex-
penditure of many millions of pounds.

Question Put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Davies
Mr. Fletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. flawke
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Jamieson
Mr. Kelly

Mr. Bovell
Mr. Brand
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Donn
Mr. Gayter
Mr. Guthrie
Mr. Hutchinson

Ayes-iS6
Mr. D. G. May
Mr. Moir
Mr. OLdfield
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Rowlierry
Mr. Toms
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Heal

(Teller
Noes-i?7

Mr. Lewis
Mr. I. W. Mannlig
Mr. Naider
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. lu nciman
Mr. Wild
Mr. Williams
Mr. O'Neil

(Teller)
Pairs

Ayes Noes
Mr. Curran Mr. Hart
Mr. Evans Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Hall Mr. Mitchell
Mr. nrady Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr. Sewell Dr. Hlenn
Mr. Norton Mr. Burt
Mr. FT. May Mr. tCrommelin
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Grayden
Majority against-i.
Question thus negatived.
Bill defeated.

LOCAL GOVERNM1ENT ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading-Defeated
Debate resumed, from the 16th October,

on the following motion by Mr. Toms-
That the Bill be now read a second

time.
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MR. NALDER (Satanning-Minister for
Agriculture) [3.43 a.bh.]: I rise to
oppose the second reading of this
Bill, and in so doing must express my re-
gret that this measure has come before
this Chamber. Members may not be aware
that a request to amend the Act in the
way suggested by this Bill was submitted
to the Minister for Local Government,
who gave consideration to the proposal,
obtained the advice of the associations
representing local authorities, and decided
not to submit for parliamentary considera-
tion the amendment suggested. We now
have the same proposal brought before us,
but in the form of a private member's Bill.

The member for Bayswater has told us
that the proposal has the support of local
authorities; but what are the facts in this
matter? The honourable member's own
figures indicate that there were 16 local
authorities in favour of the Bill-O out of
a total of 145!

The Country Shire Councils' Association,
which represents, by far, the majority of
local authorities in the State--some 125-
was asked for its view, and it stated that it
was opposed to the proposal on the ground
that it could be abused. The ground, Mr.
Speaker, I repeat, for its objection to
the proposal, was a fear that the provision
might be abused.

That alone should be sufficient to in-
dicate to members of this Chamber that
the Hill should be rejected. However, per-
haps we should look at the merits of the
case before coming to a definite conclu-
sion,

I oppose the Bill on the principle in-
volved-that is. the principle of local gov-
ernment tradition. It has always been a
tradition in this State, in common with
England and most of the other Australian
States, that members of councils render
honourable honorary service. I consider
that is a sound tradition and one which
we should endeavour to keep at all costs.

I know, and everyone in this Chamber
knows, that there are certain privileges
attached to the office of councillor. No-
body would wish to Interfere with those
privileges which, in general, are used very
carefully and in a way which certainly
brings no discredit on local government.
But we must beware of extending the
privileges afforded to councillors to such
a degree that local government might prove
to be a hunting ground for those who wish
to get something out of it, rather than a
place in which service may be given and
into which something may be put.

We must look to the future, and not
deal only with the position existing at the
present time. The member for Bayswater
stated that the amendment simply gives
permission, and that there is no compul-
sion on any council to give the privilege
suggested in the Bill. I would suggest,
that this permissive power will gradually

develop into what is regarded as an obilga-
tion on councils and a right and Privilege
for the councillors.

The member for Bayswater has told us
that there will be few people who will take
advantage of the provision; and in the case
of his own council, he suggests that there
are only two members who would be likely
to seek the privilege to be conferred by the
Bill. If that is so, it is an excellent
reason for the rejection of the Hill. If
there are so very few who will benefit.
there certainly does not appear to be any
real need for the Bill.

I could outline several other reasons in
opposition to the Bill, but I do not think
it is necessary to prolong the debate at this
stage. I am sure that we have, at pre-
sent, a very good standard in local gov-
ernment throughout the length and
breadth of this State-a standard which
we should endeavour to maintain. I op-
pose this proposal because I feel that
it contains within it the seeds which could
give rise to a lowering of the standards. I
ask the House to consider these points and
reject the Bill.

MR. TOM$ (Bayswater) 13.48 am.] I
am sorry the Deputy Premier, representing
the Minister for Local Government in
another place, has seen fit to oppose this
Bill. I think I ought to put the record
straight, first of all. The Deputy Premier
mentioned that there were only 16 local
authorities out of 145 who were In favour
of this proposal, and to put that part of
the record in order, I quote the following
taken from the southern supplement of
The West Australian of the 9th October.
1963:-

CRS MAY GET TELEPHONES
Sixteen metropolitan local govern-

ment authorities favour a proposal
that they be given discretionary power
to Provide telephones for councillors.
Seven are against the proposal.

This was revealed at a meeting of
the Local Government Association.

It was decided to ask Local Govern-
ment Minister Logan to amend the
Local Government Act so that coun-
cils would have the power to Provide
the telephones.

So the vote was better than two to one in
favour of the proposal. I do not know
the wording contained in the circular that
was sent out to the local authorities; but
of course, it could have been similar to
some that we receive at Parliament House
-a difficult question to answer.

Nevertheless, when the Minister states
that there were only 16 local authorities
out of 140 odd who were In favour of the
proposal, he should have got his facts
straight when it is considered that there
were only 23 replies submitted from the
metropolitan shire councils, of which 16
were in favour and only seven were against
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the proposal. That paints a different pic-
ture to the one which the Minister tried
to paint with his remarks.

Mr. Nalder: What I said was quite cor-
rect. I was not trying to put anything
over the honourable member at all. There
are 145 local authorities in this State,
and the Country Shire Councils' Associa-
tion was 100 per cent. against it.

Mr. TOMS: I am quoting from the
records that appear in the Press, which
show there were 23 replies from the metro-
politan area, which is better than two to
one in favour of the proposal.

Mr. Nalder: That is only one section of
them.

Mr. TOMS: I cannot help but feel that
some of the objections raised to the Bill
are mere bogeys. As I said in my second
reading speech, the majority of counciliors
have a very good record of service with
the local authorities; and that has been
admitted by the Minister In his remarks
tonight.

But it Is still felt that as these fellows
are prepared to do the job, let them do it.
Mention has been made of privileges. Had
the Minister been associated with local
government for any time, he would realise
the privileges are very much outweighed
by the responsibilities that local council-
lors accept. I think the Minister would
agree, when I say they are the targets for
many of the attacks made on them by
ratepayers.

I feel that in extending this small privi-
lege. Parliament might perhaps recognise
the service being given by such councillors.
It is not something which is intended to
be compulsory. Whilst I knew the pro-
position was going to be opposed, I could
not help but feel that had I not put this
motion on the notice Paper, the particular
provision might, perhaps, have been in-
cluded in the recent llocal goverrnent leg-
islation, which appeared here not so long
ago.

I will content myself by saying that I
feel disapponited at the -action that has
been taken; and by the fact that the
Minister in another place has not seen
fit to consider the worth of Shire councillors
to the extent it should be considered. some
of the shire councillors, who are very good
fellows, ought to be provided with a tele-
phone so that they can assist their
ratepayers. It is a convenience, and a
service, to the ratepayers. I feel it would
niot be abused as much as the Minister's
remarks might lead one to believe.

His remarks appear to me to be rather
a reflection on the integrity of the men
who accept these jobs. I do not think
that is justified, particularly when one
considers the number of local authorities
in the State, together with the Dumber of
councillors, mayors, and presidents, who
are involved. When one considers the

number involved, and has cognisance of
the very few occasions on which we bear
of a member of a council being asked to
resign because of misconduct, there is no
doubt that the remarks made by the Min-
ister were a reflection on a very fine body
of men. I do not intend to press for a
division on this matter. suffice it to say I
am disappointed that the Government
should oppose the measure.

Question put and negatived.

Bill defeated.

ONSLOW TOWN AND PORT
Rehabilitation; Motion-Defeated

Debate resumed, from the 23rd October.
on the following motion by Mr. Bicker-
ton:-

That in the opinion of this House,
the Government should:-

(1) Reconsider the decisions made
concerning the town and port
of Onslow, namely-

(a) that it intends to dis-
continue the shipping
service to Onslow as
from July, 1964, or
when a road transport
system is established;

(b) that a townsite be
established within the
vicinity of Nanutarra
Crossing and that the
township of Onslow be
rehabilitated only to
the extent necessary to
cover the transition
period.

(2) In view of the large sums of
money already expended In the
provision of town facilities at
Onslow such as schools, native
hostels and reserves, com-
munications and postal facili-
ties, electricity supplies, water
supply, Government buildings
and depots, aircraft landing
facilities, weather stations.
port facilities, medical facili-
ties, State houses, roads, Shire
Council facilities, private
buildings and investments,
and bearing in mind the
reliance placed on these facili-
ties by the population of the
surrounding district, and the
local development taking place
in the mineral and fishing
industries-

(a) continue a regular ship-
ping service to the port
of Onslow and rein-
vestigate the reinstate-
ment of adequate Jetty
facilities, utilising the
remaining jetty section;
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(b) without further delay
rehabilitate the town of
Onslow by rebuilding
damaged Government
buildings and cyclone-
proofing of all Govern-
ment buildings against
future cyclonic distur-
bances;

(c) ensure the provision of
a cyclone-proof shelter
or shelters for local
and/or itinerant people
during cyclones;

(d) take the necessary steps
to move any buildings
now built on areas sus-
ceptible to flooding
from the sea, and en-
sure that all future con-
struction is only per-
mitted on land con-
sidered not susceptible
to such flooding.

MR. ROWBERRY (Warren) [3.55
am.]: I rise with great enthusiasm to
support this motion moved in such a
masterly fashion by the member for
Pilbara. I say that I rise with great
enthusiasm, but I think I should add that
I rise with as much enthusiasm as one
can muster at this grizzly hour of the
morning. I will make my remarks as short
as Possible. When I look around the Chain-
bet I am really amazed at the fortitude
of members.

I am, however, more amazed at the forti-
tude of the people who inhabit our north,
and whom this motion is intended to pro-
tect. I am amazed at the threats in which
the Minister for Industrial Development
indulges. I remember reading an outburst
of his in the Press, not long ago, on the
subject of defending the Ord River De-
velopment Scheme. Dr. Davidson had been
knocking the scheme at the University,
and apparently had upset both the Min-
ister and The West Australian; because
The West Australian remarked, in a leader
of Saturday the 19th October-

If nervous Nellies were allowed to
call the tune, Australia would never
go forward.

Here we have the Minister, in a region
not so far from the scheme, advocating
a step backward, in my opinion, and in
the opinion of all members on this side
of the House, and of the people in the
district concerned.

The idea in the Minister's mind is to
eventually do away with State ships calling
at Onslow, because to do that would not
necessitate the building of another jetty.
The Public Works Department having
made a great mistake in the construction
of the last Jetty. which was destroyed by
the cyclone; and having, in my opinion,
built it of the wrong material-it was built

with steel and concrete instead of local
timbers-I can appreciate the attitude of
the department. The steel and concrete
construction offered more resistance to
waves, seas, and winds and, of course, was
swept away.

I can see that road transport will
eventually take over from State shipping.
It has been shown in the Estimates that
the State Shipping Service had a deficit of
some £1,250,000 on last year's trading.
Suppose we did away with shipping, and
endleavoured to transport all the freight to
and from the north by road: who would
pay for the deficit in such an eventuality?

It is all very well to continue the race
of transport versus shipping when our ships
are carrying the uneconomic freight. I say
that as a result of some experience, be-
cause I made inquiries in the north-west
during my trip to Darwin and return on
the State Shipping Service. During that
trip I was interested to get into conversa-
tion at the various ports, to discuss the
potentiality of the State ships, and the
freight they were handling. I also dis-
cussed at length the reasons for the de-
ficits in the State Shipping Service.

One of the reasons for the deficit was
that certain shipping lines were getting the
more economic freight between the north-
west and F'remantle, while the State ships
were getting what was left. With the State
Shipping Service taking the less economical
freight, road transport is able to show a
better return. If road transport had to
cart the low freight goods it would im-
mediately have to bear the deficit which
the State Shipping Service now bears. The
£1,250,000 loss sustained by the State ships
would then be transferred to road trans-
port, and that would increase the cost to
the people of the north-west.

In supporting shipping as against road
transport, if I err I do SO in very good com-
pany. I urge the Premier and the Minister
for the North-West to be of good heart,
because Sir Robert Menzies has promised
to come to their aid. He appeared in a
telecast over AEW 2, and referred to this
matter. In The West Australian of the
19th November he was reported to have
Said-

That freights in the North-whether
the north of W.A. or the north of
Queensland-were one of the enormous
problems.

They were a tremendous factor in
retarding Northern development, par-
ticularly development by private enter-
prise.

'We are not lust going to have a
political stab at this thing. We are
going to appoint a really competent
committee to examine this freight
problem.'

I suggest that
ships. I advise
up hope, and to

would include the State
the Minister not to give
retain Onslow as a port.
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He should not put this
expense of transferring
miles away to another
continues-

State to all the
that town many

site. The article

Freight rates in the North would
have to be tackled if they were to have
the degree of development in the North
that they all wanted.

Here Sir Robert Menzies gave an assur-
ance that he would help the State in
respect of freight rates to the north, if we
can accept that assurance at all. It should
at least comfort the Minister for Industrial
Development.

I draw the attention of this House to
another article which appeared in the same
newspaper on the 19th of November. It
has a great bearing on this question, and
is as follows:-

Survey Shows Big Rises in
Road Costs

Melbourne, Mon.-Details of a com-
prehensive survey of Australia's road
needs in the next ten year-confiden-
tially supplied to the Commonwealth
Government last September-were re-
leased in Melbourne today.

The survey estimates road needs for
construction and maintenance during
1964-74 at a minimum of £3,179,000,000
at current money values.

Allowing £436,000,000 for cost rises
based on current trends, the figure is
£3,615,000,000.

It means this State would have to bear the
cost for road construction at something
like £100,000,000 in the 10-year period
covered by this survey. To do away with
the State ships between here and the
north-west would cost the Government in-
finitely more than the present cost; it
would also mean the cutting off of the
north- west.

The mover of the motion only wants a
reconsideration of the decision which has
been made. According to the report, the
committee which made the decision in re-
spect of Onslow set out to find all the
reasons why Onslow should be done away
with as a port and be transferred to an-
other site. There were more reasons given
for that to be done, than for the retention
Of Onslow as a port, by rehabilitating it,
by extending the jetty, and continuing the
regular shipping service.

This question has reached as far as
Manjimup. A few weeks ago the Junior
Farmers there asked me for a report of
the committee on the Onslow situation, so
that its members could discuss the closing
of the port. In the debate the side sup-
porting the retention of the port of Onslow
was adjudged the winner. I close with the
assurance that the motion has my most
enthusiastic support.

MR. BICKERTON (Pilbara) [4.8 a.m.l:
Like the rest of us, Mr. Acting Speaker.
no doubt You are very anxious to conclude
the business of the present session of Par-
liament.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Heal):
That is so.

Mr. BICKERTON: It would nonmally
be expected that at 4.10 a.m. on the morn-
ing on the final day of the parliamentary
session one should make his remarks as
brief as possible, particularly when they
apply to a subject that might be a little
limited as far as Western Australia is con-
cerned; but it is not limited as far as I
am concerned. The motion before the
House is, to me, just as important as the
selling of iron ore is to the Premier and
the Minister for Industrial Development.

whilst it is not my intention to incon-
venience anyone or to prevent him from
going to bed, I would like to reply to many
of the remarks which have been made by
the Minister for the North-West when he
spoke to the motion.

I would first of all like to thank the
Government for allowing so much of the
notice Paper to be discussed. I realise that
the session has to finish at some time or
another and I think the Government has
been tolerant in going through all the
items; and 1 will take that into considera-
tion. I1 will also take into consideration the
fact that you, Mr. Acting Speaker, have
a bed to go to.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Heal):
Good on you!

Mr. BICKERTON: But, nevertheless, the
matter we started out on when this motion
was moved was that a town that I be-
lieved should have been allowed to exist did,
in fact, have passed on it a death sentence,
although the Minister for the North-West
apparently did not like that term I used.
But I believe that a death sentence was
passed on Onslow without proper investiga-
tion at the time as to the future of that
port.

Reading through the speech of the Alin-
ister and the speeches of other members in
this House on the matter I am more than
convinced that the Minister acted a little
hastily, if I may say so, in accepting de-
cisions of a committee he set up to in-
vestigate the future of Onslow.

When this debate took place, I was away
overseas, but I have read the contributions
of all concerned and I thank all those who
have contributed. However, the Minister
has laid great stress on a deputation that
took Place just after the cyclone. It was
one led by The Hon. F. J. S. Wise and
myself for the retention of the town of
Onslow. The following, appearing on page
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1934 of Hansard, was said by the Minister
during his contribution to the debate on
my motion:-

At this point I think I should refer
to the cleavage of opinion in the
district as to the future form of trans-
port. It is important to refer to a
deputation which I received on the
14th March, 1961. It comprised the
following:-

The Ron. F. J. S. Wise, M.L.C.
Mr. A. W. Biekerton, M.L.A.
Mr. E. Lee Steere, President of

the Patoralists and Graziers'
Association.

Mr. W. Butcher, Vice-President of
the Pastoralists and Graziers'
Association.

Mr. M. Forrest. Mr. Patterson
Mr. Barrett Lennard, Mr. N.
Clark-Members of the Pas-
toralists and Graziers' Associ-
ation.

It is well known, particularly by
members representing the north, that
this deputation confronted the Min-
ister with a very embarrassing situa-
tion. It is a situation which happened
only the once, and I do not think it
will happen again. I found the de-
putation to be evenly divided, and half
of the members sat on one side of the
table, while the other half sat op-
posite. Unfortunately they had not
been able to reach agreement before
they saw me. Those on the right-
hand side said they were in favour of
all the money being invested in roads
inland, and no money should be spent
on the rehabilitation of the port. The
other half were as emphatic in saying
that they wanted the port to be re-
habilitated.

in a case like that, the Minister is
virtually put on a spot, because he has
to be an arbitrator of a deputation
which would normally be stressing a
particular point of view. In this case
the Government could find no other
alternative than to keep the port open,
but to operate it on a lighter basis
rather than to close it completely. In
this way the sea contact for the area
was maintained, and the Government
took action to ensure that the people
were not prejudiced so far as casts
were concerned. That was the only
effective compromise that could be
reached in the circumstances.

Since then there has been a certain
amount of feeling amongst some of
the pastoralists who felt they had not
been adequately represented on that
deputation; but I do not need to go
into that aspect. Suffice to say this
deputation of responsible people was
divided fifty-fifty on the future of the
transport media for the district.

Those were the remarks of the Minister
around which he built his main case.

Mr. Rhatigan: What a Minister!
Mr. BICKERTON: If I may say So, he

was rather inaccurate. I recall very well
that deputation and I would like miy side
of It on record seeing that the Minister
has put his side. I was asked to lead a
deputation to the Minister for the reten-
tion of Onslow after the blow prior to the
last one. I referred at the time to the
fact that I would lead a deputation to
the Minister in favour of the retention of
Onslow or against the retention of Onslow,
-whichever they wanted; but that I
would not be in charge of a deputation
that wanted both or either.

I understood at the time that I was to
meet a deputation outside the Minister's
office which wanted to retain the township
of Onslow. On discussing the matter on
the steps of the Mtinister's office. I dis-
covered that the Pastoralists and Graziers'
Association that morning had had a meet-
ing and had nominated two members to
represent them over and above the deputa-
tion; and I also discovered that the two
members concerned were going to put the
argument against the retention of Onslow.

I carried out the deputation although I
remarked at the time of entering the
Minister's office that had I known there
was a divison in the deputation, I would
first of all have had a deputation for the
retention; and, if necessary, afterwards I
would have taken along a deputation that
argued the case to the contrary.

But now let us have a look at the re-
mark of the Minister when he said that
they were split fifty-fifty down the middle.
The truth, in fact, was this: There were
two people on that deputation who argued
the case for a road system as against a
port system. One, I would remind the
Minister for the North-West, was Mr.
Patterson who now has considerably
changed his mind and is one of the greatest
advocates for the retention of Onslow, as
the Minister well knows and knew when he
made these remarks.

The other one was a Mr. Barrett-
Lennard, who has left the district, and to
the best of my knowledge, intended leaving
the district when he expressed his opinion
on this particular deputation. So the
deputation was not split down the middle
at all; because if we look at it we see that
there was Mr. Wise, who was for the re-
tention of Onslow; Mr. Bickerton, who was
for the retention of Onslow; and Mr. Lee
Steere, who was the president and inti-
Mated at the time that he was quite im-
partial as far as any remarks went for
the retention or otherwise of Onslow.
Mr. Butcher was in much the same posi-
tion. So we have Mr. Mervyn Forrest
very much for the retention; Mr. Neil
Clark, very much for the retention; Mr.
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Paterson, who I said at the time was
against but changed his mind; and Mr.
Barrett-Lennard, who has left the district.

The Minister's main argument centred
on that deputation; but I feel he knew
at the time that that deputation was
not, in fact, split down the middle; and
when he arrived at the stage where he
knew it was split down the middle. I
would not know. He made remarks in
his speech to the effect that I cast serious
aspersions on certain senior officers. The
Minister's. words were these-

In his speech the honourable mem-
ber made very serious allegations
against some officers whom we regard
as being very reliable people. These
are men who, I think with only one
exception, have served a number of
Governments very conscientiously, and
very well. When speaking to the
motion the honourable member said-

I cannot help but feel that most
of the deliberations of that com-
mittee and of the experts involved
were directed along the lines of
finding reasons for the extinction
of Onslow and its port rather than
finding reasons for its existence.

I did say that and I still believe it. I do
not so much blame the senior officers con-
cerned in this matter because they had
to take their directions. But I still think
the Government's object at the time was
to try to find why the port and the town
should not exist, rather than to find reasons
why it should exist. However, I do not
blame the senior officers for that. I
blame those who directed them in their
course of action.

The Minister also made reference to the
freight rates and quoted from Fremnantle
to Onislow, whether it be by ship or by
road. Any reference by him to the speech
I made when moving this motion will
prove these rates were considerably
different. The Minister made reference to
the fact that there would be additional
charges at either end according to how
far one had to take one's produce before
its being shipped or trucked, either from
Onslow to a station or from Perth to the
port. My freight rates were those ob-
tained from the Government to transport
something from Fremantle to Onslow.
Naturally at either end, if they had to be
transported to a station, it would be that
freight rate plus the additional charge
from the port to the station. And the
same would apply if it had to be picked
up here and sent to the port. But those
freight charges were those I got in answer
to questions from this Government. They
were not my figures.

The Minister knows very well that the
charges are different between shipping and
road transport. At this stage, there is UP
to 50 per cent. increase in many cases. I
do not want to carry this debate on any
further at this hour of the morning, but

it does annoy one to read into a speech
by the Minister certain implications that
were never intended in the first place and
were never put there. The motion I moved
originally was purely and simply to ask
the Government to have another look at
another difficult situation. Why it should
Oppose it I would not know.

The facts I put forward on this motion
in my speech originally were quite clear
and were quite open in all respects. Many
of them were views of people who live in
the area. They were not necessarily mine;
and why the Minister could not have
viewed it from the point of view of saying.
"All right, we will have another look at
it," I do not know. It is not as though it
were a party motion.

Mr. Court: We have never stopped look-
ing at it,

Mr. BICKERTON: I am pleased the
Minister mentioned that, because reading
through his speech I think he made that
remark; and if I recall correctly, the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition said,
"Why oppose this motion?"

Mr. Court: Because it is unnecessary.

Mr. BICKERTON: If you are looking at
it all the time, why did you not support
the motion?

Mr. Court: If we accepted this motion
It would be said that we had been doing
nothing about it, and we have been doing
plenty.

Mr. BICKERTON: The reason why the
Minister opposed it is very clear. For some
reason or other he is not just big enough,
if someone else thinks of something, to
accept it. If he thought of it himself, or
if he could get somebody else to think
about it, but leave him with the impression
that he created the idea, lhe would support
it. But he cannot bring himself to the
stage to support anything that comes from
the Opposition side-it must be pushed
back, no matter how genuine it Is--and
until such time as he can do that we will
never get anything through from this side
of the House.

Mr. Court: We are miles ahead of you.

Mr. BICKERTON: So much so, that I
am afraid the Minister is not big enough
to accept something put forward to him:
but when he can, he will get to the stage
where we may make a Minister out of
him.

Question put and a division taken writh
the following result:-

Ayes-IS
Mr. navies
Mr. Fletcher
Mr. Grahasm
Mr. Hawke
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Jamieson
Mr. Kelly
Mr. D. G. May

Mr. Mair
Mr. Oldfleld
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. flowberry
Mr. Tome
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. flea)

(Teller)
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Nos-17
Mr. Blickerton Mr. Lewis
Mr. Bovell Mr. 1. W. Manning
Mr. Brand Mr. Nalder
Mr. Court Mr. Nirnuno
Mr. Craig Mr. Runciman
Mr. Dunn Mr. Wild
Mr. Gayfer Mr. Williams
M r. Guthrie Mr. O'Nel
Mr. Hutchinson (Teller)

Majority against-2.
Question thus negatived.
Mlotion defeated.

COMPANIES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed, from the 30th October,

on the following motion by Mr. Guthrie:-
That the Bill be now read a second

time.

MR. COURT (Nedlands-Minister for
Industrial Development) [4.32 a.m.]: This
Bill came from another place and was in-
troduced in this House by the member for
Subiaco. I will not bore members with a
very exhaustive study of the Bill, but will
give them a simple answer: The Govern-
ment has considered the contents of the
Bill; and for the reason that we feel it
would be improper to agree to this amend-
ment in its present form at this particular
time, we propose to oppose it.

The main reasons behind the original
concepts of the Bill were that it sought to
introduce into the Companies Act protec-
tion where related companies passed
money from one to the other and then
sought to stand as creditors when one of
the companies got into difficulty. It is a
complicated theory, but it is something
that will have to be faced up to in the
near future.

There are signs that it has been faced
up to in one of the other States. The
Attorneys-General are meeting soon to
consider this matter in connection with
the Uniform Companies Act. The matter
will be expedited because of the reports
which have been made available in con-
nection with the Reid Murray debacle in
various States of Australia.

There is another reason why it would be
improper at the moment to Support this
Bill, its ramifications are interstate and
it would be most desirable if all the At-
torneys-General could agree on a course
of action for dealing with advances from
related companies: and that treatment
should be considered so far as it affects
the advances from parent companies to
subsidiary companies and from subsidiary
companies to parent companies. It cannot
be considered in one way only. For those
reasons we oppose the Bill.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
O'Neil.

Mr. Tronkin: why has it not got to be
discharged from the notice paper?

[1401

DRUGLESS PRACTITIONERS BILL
second Reading-Defeated

Debate resumed, from the 30th October.
on the following motion by Mr. Tonkin
(Deputy Leader of the Opposition)-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

MR. ROSS HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe-
Minister for Health) (4.35 aim.]: The
Government cannot see its way clear to
agreeing to support this legislation. It is
difficult to understand why the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition introduced such
legislation, unless it was for the purpose
of Perhaps reminding me, as Minister, that
something should be done about the Gov-
ernment introducing legislation of this
kind.

The Hill itself is rather an extraordinary
Piece of legislation. Its purpose is to set
up a registration system for various per-
sons who treat human ailments of many
kinds by certain methods; or by those
methods as outlined in the long title of
the Bill.

The Bill is without real form or shape.
That has been actually admitted by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, It sets
up a central council or board of five mem-
bers, who could almost be called anonymous
members. The Bill does not detail the

cmoiion of this proposed council or
board, and I believe no medical practitioner
or qualified physiotherapist would be as-
sociated with it. Under the situation
created by this legislation, authority is
given to invent classifications and formu-
late new controlling authorities to handle
any other classifications which might be
deemed fit to be registered.

By and large, the legislation does not
warrant getting on to the Statute book of
this State, and we oppose it. However, I
ascertained the views of the Australian
Chiropractors' Association on this legisla-
tion, and a long telegram from the associa-
tion reads as follows:-

Desire inform you Federal execu-
tive Australian Chiropractors Associa-
tion strongly opposed to Drugless
Practitioners Bill stop Completely re-
ject proposal to group chiropractors
with other drugless practitioners stop
Strongly support view of Royal Com-
mission that chiropractors be dealt
with separately stop Draw attention to
existing legislation in other Australian
States which defines chiropractic and
separates from other Professions stop
New Zealand Chiropractic Act deals
solely with chiropractors stop Member
association all graduates of United
States Government approved chiro-
practic colleges stop Pledge full sup-
port cooperation if legislation intro-
duced as a Government measure to
register chiropractors along lines dis-
cussed following report Royal Com-
mission natural therapy.
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A long letter followed this telegram, which
goes into details on this particular point.
Finally, may I say that I will promise, in
the Period between now and the next par-
liamentary session, to have a closer look
at the possibility of introducing a form of
legislation which might suffice in regard
to chiropractors. I am not going to promise
that legislation will be introduced, but I
will have a very close look to see whether
it is feasible and practical for the Gov-
ernment to introduce legislation. But at
this juncture, I oppose the Bill.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [4.40 am.]: I thank the
Minister for Health for the attitude which
he has adopted in connection with the Bill.
It was a genuine attempt on my part to
discharge an obligation I felt I had to
those persons in Western Australia who
have been striving for recognition and
for regular control of the work they are
doing. Although the Minister was some-
what critical of the form of the legislation,
I would remind him that it is actually in
operation in Ontario.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Not with the same
drafting.

Mr. TONIN: Practically.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I have it here.

Mr. TONKIN: What I did was hand
the draftsman a copy of the Ontario
legislation, and so we could not get any
closer to it than that. I said, "There is an
Act which is operating in Ontario. It is
the law there and I suggest you adapt
that law to Western Australian condi-
tions because I think it most nearly meets
the requirements of any legislation of
which I know anything." So the criticism
which the Minister offers of the Bill here
would apply to actual legislation in opera-
tion in Canada. Apparently the Parlia-
mient there did not share the views of the
Minister.

It would not make any difference
whether this House passed the Bill or
not. Let us be realists about it. There
is insufficient time for the legislation to
be considered. Another House would not
give any consideration to it so all we
would do here would be to go through the
motions.

Mr. Ross Hutchinsorn: The Opposition
ceuld not support this anyway.

Mr. TONKIN: It would not make ainy
difference who supported it, because we
are dealing with it at a time when no
matter what the decision was it would still
be a futility. I do not like taking part
in things which are utterly futile; I like
to see some chance of getting a proper
decision one way or the other. Therefore
I suggest with regard to the three items
on the notice paper, under the circum-

ances the thing to do is to see they are

discharged. That is what I propose to do
with the remaining two because they are
all inter-related. However, with this Bill
I cannot have it discharged because we
have Passed the stage where that can be
done. However, I do not propose to press
the matter to a division; because no mat-
ter whether it is passed or refused the
result is the same.

Question put and negatived.

Bill defeated.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
Discharge fromn Notice Paper

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [4.44 am.]: The two
Bills which I intend to ask to have dis-
charged were necessary bad the Drugless
Practitioners Bill been agreed to. That
having been defeated we should not waste
the time of the House in connection with
the next two items, and I move-

That the following Orders of the
Day be discharged from the Notice
Paper:-

(1) Medical Act Amendment Bill.
(2) Physiotherapists Act Amend-

ment Hill.
Question out and Passed.
Orders discharged.

CLOSE OF SESSION
Complimentary Remarks

MR. BRAND (Greenough-premier)
[4.45 am.]: This concludes the session, and
I take this opportunxity, Mr'. Speaker, of
extending to You and Your Deputies, and
to the Chairman of Committees and his
Deputies, our very best Wishes for the
festive season. This session has been a
long one, and a drawni-out one; and for
both You and the Chairman it'has been
rather difficult at times. Now that you
have time to go home to Your property
before Christmas, Mr. Speaker, I trust that
You will enjoy the Christmas break and
have a Pleasant Christmas with your
family and a happy, prosperous, and
healthy New Year.

To the Deputy Premier I would like to
express my appreciation for his loyalty and
support, Particularly for having stood in
for rme for some months whilst I was over-
seas. He did a very fine job of leading the
Government. I would like to thank the
Deputy Leader of my own Party for his
help and Support on every Possible occa-
sion. To the members of Cabinet I want
to say, "Thank You" for the year of hard
work, and for the unity there was, and for
the general achievements throughout the
Year. No Government can function with-
out the full backing and loyalty of its
private members, and to them I want to
express our thanks.
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To the Leader of the opposition, and to
those folk who support him I extend the
very best for the festive season and trust
that 1964 will be a year of prosperity and
happiness for each and everyone.

To the clerks and officers of the House
go our very best wishes: and I would like
to mention the fact that Mr. Islip has been
laid up in hospital. Our thoughts are with
him at this time, and we convey our best
wishes for a speedy recovery from his ill-
ness. To the members of Hansard, who
have had a very gruelling time over recent
weeks, we express our thanks. We say
thank you again to Mr. Burton and his
staff for looking after us so well through.,
out the year. This has not been easy, be-
cause of the building activities that have
been going on throughout the last 12
months. However, Mr. Speaker, I think it
is timely to point out that in March we
will see the official opening of the addi-
tions to Parliament H-ouse, and that is
something to which we all look forward.

May I once again trust that 1964 will
bring a greater sense of security and a
greater hope for peace in the world.

Mr. Davies: Hear, hear!
Mr. BRAND: Just now we are hearing

rumours, not of war exactly, but they show
that the international scene is not as clear
and as bright and as happy as we would
like it to be. However, let us hope that
internationally these problems will be
solved and that this Parliament, when it
meets again, will be called upon to deal
with ordinary routine legislation only , and
it will not be necessary to take any special
action because of international problems.

may I wish each and everyone a merry
Christmas with their families and a pleas-
ant 1964.

MR. HAWKE (Northam-Leader of the
Opposition) [4.50 a.m.]: I join with the
Premier in thanking you. Sir, and all those
who have assisted you in the condu ct of
the proceedings of this House. I include
among those, of course, your direct as-
sistants, the officers of the House, and the
Hansard staff; and I go further with the
Premier and thank the people who look
after us in the dining-room, and all those
who) assist in any way in carrying on the
activities of Parliament, and making those
activities possible.

I thank my Deputy Leader very much
for his efforts, and for the great assist-
ance he has rendered me. and to those
who sit on this side of the House. I also

greatly appreciate the loyalty and the
teamwork of the members who sit with
me on this side of the Chamber. They
have had plenty of hard work to do this
session, and they have given of their best
in what has been done, although they
have not achieved the objectives they set
out to achieve. They had easily the best
of the arguments which took place on most
of the major issues, but unfortunately
were lacking slightly in numbers when
divisions took place.

I join especially with the Premier in
regard to the remarks he made about the
Clerk of the House, Mr. Islip. I also ex-
press a strong hope and wish that the
member for Cockburn, who is Still re-
covering from the effects of a very serious
accident, will be with us in this House
from the beginning of next session, and
go right through to the end of it. I express
the wish to all members of the House and
everybody in the House, and to the people
generally, a cheery and peaceful Christ-
mas. and a happy and prosperous New
Year.

THE SPEAKER (Mr, Hearman) [4.51
an]j: Mr. Premier, and Mr. Leader of the
Opposition, firstly I add my own thanks
and those expressed by the Premier and
the Leader of the Opposition to the staff
of this House for the great assistance they
have rendered me during the course of this
session. I will certainly convey the wishes
of the House to the members of the House
staff who are not present, and I would
like to associate myself with both the pre-
vious speakers in wishing the staff the
compliments of the Season and all the good
cheer that we normally wish our friends
on occasions such as this.

I thank members of the House for the
courtesies they have shown me during the
session, and I also express my own personal
good wishes to the members of the House
generally for the festive season that lies
ahead, and that they may have all the
things they would wish for in the New
Year.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

MR.' BRAND (Gireenough-Premier)
[4.53 amr.]: I move-

That the H-ouse at its rising adjourn
until a date to be fixed by the Speaker.

Question Put and passed.

House adjourned at 4.S4 a.m. (Saturday)
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